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We would like to formally welcome you to the 
Urban Medicine Program (UMed) and offer our 
sincere congratulations on your admission. We 
are excited that you chose to enrich your medical 
studies by delving deeper into the issues that 
continue to create inequities for residents of urban 
areas. Each of you brings diverse perspectives 
and experiences to the group, and we anticipate 
engaging in fruitful seminar discussions this year. 
UMed is a unique program that integrates 
educational activities designed specifically for you, 
with the regular medical school curriculum. Our 
mission is: “To prepare physician leaders to serve 
underserved urban communities.” Your 
background and achievements to date 
demonstrate an understanding of the issues that 
contribute to health disparities in urban settings 
and the desire to become such a physician.  
We look forward to working with you! 
 
- UMed Faculty and Staff 

Joanna Michel, 
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A NOTE TO THE  

Class of 2020 



TENTATIVE 

2016-2017  M1 Seminars  
Through these sessions, students will learn to apply the four curricular 

themes to their medical study and practice. 

August 9, 12-2:30 PM 

August 20, 7:45 AM-4:30 PM  

August 23, 5:30-8:00 PM  

 

September 7, 12:30-2:30 PM 

September 28, 5:30-7:30 PM 

 

October 26, 12:30-2:30 PM  

 

November 30, 12:30-2:30 PM 

January 23, 5:30-7:30 PM 

February 8,  4:30-6:30 PM 

March 15, 5:30-7:30 PM 

February 10, 5:30-7:30 PM  

April 4,  4:30-6:30 PM  

 

Book Discussion 

Annual Bus Tour 

Community Rotation Introduction:  

Community Partner Fair 

Historical Context for Health Disparities 

Determinants of Health and Levels of  

Prevention 

Intro to Community-Based Participatory  

Research/ Needs Assessment 

Case Study Lunch 

Presentations from M2s 

Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods 

Longitudinal Project Consultation 

Longitudinal Project Consultation 

Intro to Health Policy 

 

“To prepare physician-leaders 

 to serve underserved urban communities” 

SCHEDULE 



 
Samara grew up in two suburbs of Chicago before pursuing her undergraduate education at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. There, she fostered her interests in biology, as well as in race, gender, history, and poli-
tics. Her undergraduate environment allowed her to learn more about the social determinants of health; 
in doing so, she was able to envision a career in medicine that would involve direct patient care and 
broader social advocacy. Her four years in Chicago also gave her the opportunity to learn more about 
the city, and she developed a deep love for Chicago’s complex political and cultural history, as well as its 
many diverse neighborhoods. Knowing that she wants to learn about and practice medicine in the con-
text of an urban environment, Samara is very excited to join UMed! Samara is currently serving with 
AmeriCorps at Salud Family Health Centers in Colorado, where she aids medically-underserved patients 
in accessing vital resources and preventing hospital readmissions. While she will miss Colorado’s sun-
shine, she can’t wait to return to Chicago summers. Given a week of no responsibilities, Samara would 
spend it playing soccer (the sport truly gives her joy), taking bike rides through the city, painting, and lis-
tening to lots of music. 

 

Michael was raised in a very unique and diverse household as his mother is Mexican and father is of 
both Palestinian and Colombian descent.  Growing up, he was exposed to various cultures and tradi-
tions. His twin sister is his only sibling.  Michael’s interest in medicine began as a high schooler, when he 
first truly understood the biology of being a twin and learned more about the complications he endured 
as a struggling premature newborn. Eventually Michael developed an immense appreciation for medicine 
and healthcare workers, as well as a desire to pursue a career in medicine. As an undergrad at UIC, he 
regularly volunteered in the NICU at the UI Hospital as a baby-cuddler. Additionally, for the past three 
years Michael worked as a research associate studying health disparities affecting elderly Latinos in the 
Chicagoland area. These experiences brought into focus many of the health inequalities that the under-
served in Chicago face, as well as the need to address them. Despite growing up on the south side of 
Chicago, he is a die-hard Cubs fan.  In his free time Michael enjoys running, playing sports, lifting 
weights, attending concerts and sporting events, exploring new bars and restaurants, and spicy foods!  

Samara Albazzaz 
Des Plaines, IL 
University of  Chicago, Biological Sciences 

Michael Amashta 
Burbank, IL 
University of  Illinois at Chicago, Biological Sci-
ences, Psychology 



Ellen Barry 
Pittsburg, PA 
University of Pittsburgh, Chemistry, Philosophy 

Ellen Barry is a native “Pittsburgher”, born and raised in the Steel City, where she attended the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. While majoring in chemistry and philosophy, Ellen tutored high school and un-
dergraduate engineering students, which prompted her to explore a career in teaching upon gradua-
tion. Before joining UMed, Ellen was a senior level physics teacher for four years at a Title 1 charter 
school in the South Shore community of Chicago. Throughout her teaching experience, Ellen devel-
oped a passion for working with individuals in communities stricken by economic, educational, and 
healthcare disparities. Outside of the classroom, Ellen enjoys playing the fiddle, running, and travel-
ing as often as possible. Ellen is excited to begin the Urban Medicine Program to gain a deeper un-
derstanding and awareness of healthcare-related issues across communities of Chicago.  

Daniel Cavazos 
Glendale Heights, IL 
University of Illinois at Chicago, Chemistry 

Daniel developed an interested in medical school at a young age.  He was fortunate to have his fa-
ther as a role model. His father, a chiropractor, has been providing affordable healthcare in Glendale 
Heights for almost 30 years. Through his father’s guidance, Daniel worked throughout undergrad in 
hopes to attend the UIC medical school.  He has been a part of Medicina Scholars in the Hispanic 
Center of Excellence at UIC since freshman year in undergrad. Medicina Scholars had a major im-
pact in his path to becoming a medical student. The seminars surrounding topics such as health dis-
parities and cultural awareness are what led him to join UMed. Daniel has come to understand the 
need for physicians who can aid underserved communities and believes in preparing physicians to 
serve this need is a pipeline that starts from adolescence and extends to college.  He has an interest 
in advising young scholars who are interested in attending medical school.  Daniel was inspired at a 
young age to become a physician, and wishes to do the same for youth in urban communities by 
volunteering as a role model.  In his freetime, Daniel enjoys soccer, hiking and cooking. 



Carrie Chui 
Chicago, IL 
University of Chicago, Visual Arts, Biological  Sciences 
Arlington Heights, IL 

Carrie was born, raised and educated in Chicago, a city that was undoubtedly key to shaping her 
professional interests, which currently lie in medicine, and specifically, its practice within urban envi-
ronments. In fact, having spent the majority of her life growing up in the heart of the city’s China-
town, a community that was (and still is) rich in culture but largely impoverished in healthcare, some 
of her earliest, most memorable lessons in medicine began as a child. Partially because of those ex-
periences, today, she recognizes that practicing medicine within an urban setting invariably requires 
its practitioners to be versed in a host of social, cultural, and economic variables that often compli-
cate their practice. Because of this, she is extremely excited about UMed and all that she will be 
sure to learn in this program. In her spare time, Carrie enjoys reading, traveling, eating, creating, 
looking at, and appreciating art (she is very liberal with what she considers as art). She believes 
there is considerable medical merit to art, and is interested in exploring the ways in which she can 
integrate art into her future practice in order to become a better physician. 

Daniel Cubberly 
Arlington Heights, IL 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Psychology, Criminal 
Justice 

Ever since enrolling in a high school psychology course, Daniel has been captivated by “the science 
of people.”  Throughout his time at UW-Madison, he expanded his interests by working in a labora-
tory researching social cognition and schizophrenia as well as interning for the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention.  Attending college in the state with the most racially biased incarceration 
rates, Daniel was driven to better understand disparities within the criminal justice and healthcare 
systems.  By working at a group home for juvenile offenders, he began to realize how our well-
intentioned attempts at reversing criminal behavior often fall short due to ineffective “one-size-fits-all” 
approaches to therapy and rehabilitation.  It was from this therapeutic stalemate that he became 
even more driven to approach care with the multidisciplinary approaches suited for the diversity of 
patient populations.  After graduating in 2015, Daniel worked at a community-based psychiatric facil-
ity for homeless adults struggling with severe mental disorders and/or addiction, which further moti-
vated him to study the intricate and ever-diverse qualities of others in going forward with the UMed 
program.  Apart from academics, Daniel loves photography, art history, running, campy horror mov-
ies, and taking Halloween way too seriously. 



Manuel Felipe Fernandez 
Jacksonville, FL 

Loyola University, Molecular Biology, Psychology 

Manuel was raised in a bilingual home by a Cuban father and a Colombian mother.  During his sen-
ior year, he began volunteering as a medical interpreter at Loyola’s Access-to-Care clinic. His ex-
periences working with Chicago-area undocumented patients and mission trips to Haiti formed a 
commitment to underserved medicine. For the past year, he has worked on research pertaining to 
tumor immunology and a novel vitiligo therapeutic. A course in Cancer Biology and his experiences 
working in the lab has inspired him to pursue a career in hematology/oncology. As part of the Urban 
Medicine program, he hopes to study cancer treatment outcome disparities and volunteer at the 
Sickle Cell Center. In his free time, Manuel can be found at the Lyric Opera, attempting to cook, run-
ning, reading the newspaper, or exploring different Chicago neighborhoods.  

Emily Green 
Oak Park, IL 

Grinnell College, Psychology, Religious Studies 
Wheaton College, Masters in Clinical Psychology 

Ever since she was young, Emily has had an interest in medicine, specifically in child and adoles-
cent psychiatry. She found it fascinating that through therapy and medicine it was possible to 
change the outcome of both genetic diseases and environmental issues such as abuse and neglect.  
With a great passion for helping those with mental illness, she became a clinical therapist. Through 
her work as a case manager for those with chronic mental illness, Emily saw a great need for caring 
and understanding psychiatrists. After being in the field for about 3 years, she decided to pursue 
medical school in order to fill that need.  Emily became interested in UMed because she wanted to 
be in a program that focuses on working with underserved populations.  Her goal is to open a clinic 
on the South Side of Chicago because there is such a great need for psychiatrists in that area, espe-
cially those of color.  Additionally, she believes it is important for patients to be able to work with phy-
sicians who understand their background and their unique needs.  Emily knows that UMed will give 
her the tools to become an effective leader in the community. 



Rafael Gutierrez 
Berwyn, IL 

Loyola University,  Biology 

Rafael was born Chicago and raised in Berwyn, a western suburb. After graduating from Loyola University in 
Chicago, Rafael moved back to his childhood home in Wicker Park. At Loyola, he studied biology and bio-
ethics. After a few ethics courses, he became more involved in community service and worked with a variety 
of underserved communities.  Also, he spent a few months working at Instituto Health Science Career Acad-
emy, in the Pilsen neighborhood, tutoring and mentoring high schoolers seeking careers in healthcare.  
Rafael has also worked with other community clinics conducting research on healthcare trends in minority 
and underserved communities. Most recently, he spent 3 years working at Loyola University Chicago’s Cardi-
nal Bernardin Cancer Center under the guidance of Dr. Jiwang Zhang. There, Rafael worked on multiple pro-
jects seeking to find more effective chemotherapeutic methods for leukemia. These experiences have helped 
shape his view on how to best serve a variety of populations.  He hopes to learn other methods and ideas 
from his peers while in the UMed program. Aside from studying, he enjoys playing violin, singing, cooking, 
and going on bike rides. 

Ereni Katsaggelos  
Chicago, IL 

Northwestern University, Psychology, Global Health,  

Johns Hopkins University, Master of Science in Urban Education  

 

Ereni grew up in the heart of Chicago and attended Chicago Public Schools. She then studied psychology 
and global health at Northwestern University and studied abroad in South Africa. After graduating from 
Northwestern, she joined Teach For America and taught middle school math in inner-city Baltimore for two 
years and earned a Master of Science in Urban Education from Johns Hopkins University. While teaching, 
she witnessed the devastating effects of health disparities on her students, sparking her passion for urban 
medicine. She then moved back to Chicago and worked as a research coordinator for The Thirty Million 
Words Initiative at The University of Chicago, which aimed to empower low socioeconomic status parents to 
enrich their children’s early language environment and help close the achievement gap. For the past year 
she has been working as an emergency room scribe at Ingalls Hospital in Harvey, Illinois, a primarily low-
income community. Her father is originally from Greece and she will be spending the summer visiting her 
Yiayia in a small Greek beach town. She loves exploring Chicago’s restaurants, going to concerts, running, 
doing yoga and cheering on Chicago’s sports teams (especially the Cubbies). She is very excited to begin 
medical school and to become a part of the UMed community! 



Catherine Ludwig 
Chicago, IL 

Washington University-St. Louis, Biochemistry, Psy-
chology 

Alejandra Maiz 
Streamwood, IL 

Ohio State, Molecular Genetics, Latino/a Studies 

Originally interested in a life of research, Catherine ended up gravitating towards medicine when she 
realized that nothing made her happier than engaging people with science. A native of Chicago’s 
South Side, Catherine is proud to be coming back to her hometown for her medical education. Hav-
ing spent her whole life in this dynamic city, she is especially excited to be a part of the UMed pro-
gram because of the opportunity to learn about the healthcare disparities and other difficulties she 
has seen in her city. Catherine hopes that through this unique program she will learn how to be a 
doctor that makes changes in the health of an entire community as well as treating her patients. Out-
side of class, Catherine can be found dancing, lifting weights in the gym, crafting, or adventuring in 
the city, and she’s always up for some company! 

Alejandra’s uncle was diagnosed with a rare genetic disorder called Usher’s Syndrome at the age of 
19. As she witnessed the progression of his disease, she became passionate about pursuing a ca-
reer in medicine. Alejandra chose to major in molecular genetics during her undergraduate career in 
an effort to gain a deeper understanding of genetically inherited diseases, especially that of Usher’s 
Syndrome. Her decision to minor in Latino/a studies is rooted in a desire to explore and learn about 
her heritage and the origins of the diverse Latino population our country has today. Although Alejan-
dra decided as a young girl to someday become a physician, it was not until college that she decided 
to spend her career caring for those who are underserved. The time she spent shadowing at Cook 
County Hospital and volunteering in a free clinic led her to make this decision and to apply for the Ur-
ban Medicine program. These experiences allowed Alejandro to catch a glimpse of the many obsta-
cles those who are underserved must overcome in an effort to receive adequate health care. Outside 
of medicine, you can find her unwinding with a good movie or snowboarding during the winter.  



Anjella Manoharan  
Crystal Lake, IL 

Ohio State, Biomedical Science, Spanish, 

Loyola, M.S., Medical Physiology 

Audrey Marinelli 
Columbia, CT 

University of Scranton, Neuroscience, Philosophy 

 

Anjella grew up learning about the health disparities in Sri Lanka and the barriers to healthcare for 
Sri Lankan refugees abroad. Learning about these disparities motivated her to become a physician 
so she could care for underserved populations and find ways to reduce healthcare inequalities. At 
OSU, Anjella investigated how TRIM69, a protein, affected the development of acute kidney injury. 
She also assisted with projects that explored how TRIM proteins improved cardiac function follow-
ing an injury, compared side effects of different tuberculosis treatments, and analyzed the spread of 
HIV cases in Guatemala. Her involvement with research allowed her to learn more about health dis-
parities and various factors that impacted patients’ health.  Anjella volunteered with the American 
Lung Association, the Columbus Public Health Department, a Latino clinic, and other clinics and 
health organizations in the U.S. and abroad as well. By working with these organizations, she 
learned how a patient’s culture, language, socioeconomic status, and other factors affected his/her 
health care. Anjella is interested in learning more about urban populations, health disparities, and 
how to effectively help patients and communities, which has led her to join UMed. In her free time, 
Anjella enjoys playing sports, traveling, and trying different cuisines.  

Audrey was born and raised in Columbia, Connecticut and studied neuroscience and philosophy 
at the University of Scranton (Pennsylvania). In college, she enjoyed mentoring students and tak-
ing gender studies classes.  She also served as a Clinic Volunteer Manager at an urban commu-
nity health center and walk-in clinic. This combination sparked her interest in women’s health and 
reproductive health disparities. Learning about the shortage of primary care medical professionals 
in many urban areas, problems with existing care in such areas, and the ways in which the system 
could be improved led Audrey to the UMed program. For the past year, she’s enjoyed living in 
Chicago and working full-time as a Nurse Assistant at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, 
where she met and cared for patients at the most fundamental level. In her free time, Audrey 
loves cooking, volunteering, traveling, watching HGTV, doing yoga, and exploring different Chi-
cago neighborhoods.  She is excited to meet and work with everyone in the UMed Class of 2020! 



Mauricio Melendez 
Cary, IL 

University of Illinois at Chicago, Neuroscience 

 

Hans Michael Murcia 
Chicago, IL 

Loyola University, Mathematics 

 

As a native of Illinois raised just an hour and a half northwest of Chicago in Cary, Mauricio Melendez 
found his true calling in the heart of the Chicago medical district. Mauricio received his bachelor’s 
degree in neuroscience at the University of Illinois at Chicago where he learned about the impor-
tance of bridging the gaps in healthcare to provide underserved populations the quality of life neces-
sary to live happy and healthy lives. He spent four years working alongside the Breathe Chicago 
Center, first as a research aide and later on as a research coordinator, conducting asthma research 
and providing patients with additional opportunities to participate in clinical trials. In his spare time 
Mauricio enjoys spending time with his family and listening to music. 

Last year, Hans received his bachelor’s degree from Loyola University Chicago, where he majored 
in mathematics and completed his pre-med requirements. In 2010, Hans left the US ARMY after al-
most 5 years of service as a Healthcare Specialist, also known as Combat Medic. During that time, 
he was stationed in Fort Bragg, NC and deployed to Iraq for a year. Because of his experiences as 
an ARMY medic, Hans is interested in emergency medicine. Also, his volunteering experiences with 
the LGBT and immigrant population in the Chicago area gave him the opportunity to learn about the 
multiple healthcare issues and disparities affecting these communities. These experiences in-
creased his awareness regarding urban medicine and thus is excited about being part of the UMed 
program at UIC. His current scholarly interests range widely as an avid reader, but lately he has 
been particularly interested in the theoretical modeling and social issues affecting minorities.  



Ozioma “Ozzy” Obiwuru 
Lakewood, CA 

University of Southern California, Health Promotion & Disease 
Prevention Studies, M.S., Global Medicine 
 

As a Nigerian American and a Southern California native, Ozzy learned firsthand the importance of 
embracing diverse patient populations. Her undergraduate degree in health promotion & disease pre-
vention studies trained Ozzy in epidemiology and gender and minority health issues. She pursued a 
minor in Spanish to understand and to be understood by the growing Hispanic population in the United 
States. After shadowing in inner city clinics and leading medical brigades in Honduras, Ozzy realized 
the importance of coupling medical aid with health education. She stayed at USC to complete gradu-
ate studies in global medicine, where she explored cultural competence, grant writing, and medical 
Spanish. Ozzy spent the following two years working as a full-time project coordinator for the USC 
Stroke Program, and especially enjoyed organizing stroke education seminars and leading a stroke 
support group. During this time, Ozzy also worked as an assistant researcher exploring ethnocultural 
perceptions held by Hispanics with Multiple Sclerosis. She is passionate about finding unique ways to 
champion for community health – just one reason she is so excited to join this UMed class! Some of 
her favorite things include food, fútbol, dancing, Netflix, music, general exploring, and spending time 
with family and friends. 

Arianna Rodriguez 
Aurora, IL 

University of Illinois at Chicago,  Biology 
 

 

Arianna’s parents are both immigrants and work in education, they showed her how lucky she is to 
have the opportunities the US affords and instilled in her the importance of education. Many of the 
experiences that led Arianna to medical school are also the reasons she would like to work with un-
derserved populations.  As an undergraduate Arianna volunteered at the UIC Hospital often and 
briefly at the Marillac Center along with Deborah’s Place where she befriended many people from 
Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods. After graduating from undergrad Arianna worked as a medi-
cal scribe at the University of Chicago’s cancer center in New Lenox, IL where she met many blue 
collar workers and farmers who were on Medicare or Medicaid.  Arianna saw the difficulties they 
faced receiving coverage and also witnessed the strong advocate role the physician played to en-
sure they were able to have expenses covered.  She hopes to learn the best way to teach and com-
municate with underserved patients along with how to remain an advocate for them as a physician. 



Sofi Sami 
Carbondale, IL 

Northwestern, Biological Sciences, Asian American & Asian Di-
aspora Studies, Global Health  
 

Sofia was born in the Chicago suburbs but raised in Southern Illinois. After graduating from North-
western University in 2014, she conducted research at the intersection of design and preventive 
medicine. After completing her research experience, she went on to do community outreach in Chi-
cago with an organization that seeks to end gender violence in migrant communities. While in col-
lege, Sofia developed a commitment to social justice and radical change. As a student she organ-
ized campaigns against gender violence and racism on campus. And as an alumnus she now enjoys 
supporting current students in their efforts to address violence on campus and abroad. She hopes to 
carry these experiences with her to UMed to understand what role medicine can play in community 
organizing and what role medicine has historically played in creating much of the trauma we see in 
marginalized communities today. In her free time, Sofia enjoys travelling and spending time with 
friends and family.  

Isabel Sanchez 
Cicero, IL 

Swarthmore College, Biology 

University of Illinois at Chicago, MPH, Epidemiology 
 

Isabel most enjoyed film and art courses in undergrad.  During her time as an MPH students, she 
fully decided to pursue medicine and her public health background is what sparked an interest in 
UMed.  Isabel hopes to integrate her public health skills and knowledge with future practice as a 
physician to better serve communities. Isabels hobbies include painting, dabbling in film, and helping 
her elderly dog get up and down the stairs every day.  She also likes exploring nature and traveling 
when she has time and is currently working on writing a children’s book.  She also enjoys cooking 
and makes the best asparagus.  



Urveel Shah 
Morton Grove,  IL 

University of Chicago, Biology 
 

 

Urveel was born and raised in the suburbs of Chicago to Indian immigrants. While at the University of Chi-
cago, he studied biology with a focus on endocrinology and also dabbled with exciting History classes. He 
also took the opportunity to explore health disparities from different perspectives, including direct service, 
health education, and community organizing. These experiences sparked an interest in preventative 
medicine and health policy. After graduating, Urveel then decided to do something completely different 
and worked with the Indian Government in New Delhi on infrastructure and policy projects. After living in 
New Delhi for 14 months, he came back to Chicago and worked as a scribe for Oak Street Health, a 
group of primary care clinics in Chicago that focus on underserved elderly populations. With Oak Street 
Health, Urveel worked on a team with a primary care physician, nurses, social workers, medical assis-
tants and others to understand and mitigate some of the issues that patients faced. He hopes to analyze 
these experiences further with the UMed curriculum and learn from the diverse experiences of his UMed 
colleagues. Outside of school, Urveel enjoys playing and watching baseball, analyzing movies, hiking, 
running, and playing Settlers of Catan.  

Farhan Shahab 
Libertyville,  IL 

University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana,  Political Sci-
ence, Chemistry 
 

Shahab was born in Saudi Arabia, where his family lived for 6 years before moving to the United States. 
Since moving to the U.S, he has lived in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and now Chicago. Farhan attended the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to study political science and chemistry. During his time at U of 
I, Farham had the distinct opportunity to volunteer at the Avicenna Community Health Clinic. Avicenna is 
a free clinic that serves the uninsured of Central Illinois. Farham was inspired by the health disparities and 
socioeconomic inequalities he witnessed. To help bridge socioeconomic gaps he joined Teach for Amer-
ica after college and taught 11th grade Physics for 2 years in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago.  
Farham again experienced the same socioeconomic disparities that he saw during his time with Avicenna. 
Farham’s experiences from Teach for America and Avicenna have now led him to pursue the Urban Medi-
cine Program at UIC. He hopes to work towards establishing health equity in Chicago.  In his free time, 
Farhams enjoys spending time with family and friends, playing and watching sports, and of course, trying 
the many great restaurants in Chicago! He is a huge Chicago Bulls and Bears fan! 



Michelle Vu 
Barrington, IL 

University of Illinois at Chicago, Biological Sciences  
 

 

Michelle is extremely interested in adolescent sexual health and women’s reproductive health, working ac-
tively with the Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health and Peer Health Exchange. She has taught over two 
hundred sexual education classes to Chicago public school students and produces her own sexual health 
podcast entitled “Dirty Little Secrets.” Last year, she served with the National Health Corps Chicago as a 
Health Navigator at Fantus Health Center where she worked to bridge the connection between technology 
and healthcare. Michelle is excited for the opportunities UMed will offer in her pursuit towards better under-
standing urban health inequalities. She is hoping the UMed program will help her learn how to become a 
better patient advocate and community organizer. In her free time, you can find Michelle running down 
Lake Shore Drive or pursuing her passion for photography. She also loves exploring the city and trying 
new foods; she believes the cultural experiences Chicago has to offer are second to none. 


