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Congratulations to the class of 2025!

HERE'S WHERE THEY MATCHED:

Eleanor Esbrook
Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
at UIC

Doyinsade Awodele
General Surgery at
University of Maryland
(Baltimore, MD)

Zachary Brahmbatt
Emergency Medicine
at University of Texas

Southwestern (Dallas, TX) Farah Hashim

Internal Medicine at
University of Michigan (Ann
Arbor, Ml)

Mounika Bhaskara
TBD, graduating from
UICOM in 2026!

Ashwini Deshpande
Internal Medicine at
Stanford (Stanford, CA)

Nicolas Kaplan
General Surgery at
University of California
Irvine (Orange, CA)

Hanna Kherzai

Urology at University of
Wisconsin (Madison, WI)
Xia Liu

Pediatrics at Geisinger
Health System (Danville, PA)

Shivani Majmudar
Ophthalmology at UIC

Folasade Odeniyi
Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
at University of Rochester
(Rochester, NY)

Kareem Sharif
Internal Medicine Prelim
(Evanston, IL); Radiology at
University of California San
Diego (San Diego, CA)

Aisha Suhaiba
General Surgery at Loyola
University (Maywood, IL)

Mary Yarney
Pediatrics at Brown
University (Providence, RI)

Sofia Yunez
Internal Medicine at Mt.
Sinai (New York, NY)

Lily Zheng
Psychiatry at UIC

Meet our new M1 class!

HERE IS WHERE THEY COMPLETED THEIR UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES:

Fatima Ala
Benedictine University

Tessa Chen
University of Wisconsin—
Madison

Emily Distler
University of Wisconsin—
Madison

Sabrina Hirshorn
University of Arizona

Cedra Jazayerli
uiC

Jalon Jones
University of Wisconsin—
Madison

Nandini Kapoor
uiC

Ruwaida Khadeer
uiC

Chiis Onyenso
University of Dallas

Nicolette Pirjanian
University of California
Santa Barbara

Rachel Sohn
University of California Los
Angeles

Maria Wajahat
University of Michigan—
Ann Arbor




UPDATES: GMED AND UIC CENTER FOR GLOBAL HEALTH

GMED OUTCOMES STUDY

Dr. David Ansari (CGH and Department
of Medical Education) and Dr. Stacey
Chamberlain (Center for Global
Health) received a small grant (the
Education and Research Scholarship
Project Grant) to do a study looking
at the impact of the GMED Program.
Two current GMED students are also
part of the research team. They will
be investigating how participation in
the GMED program impacts global
health competency attainment and
how GMED program alumni integrate
global health into their clinical,
teaching, research, and professional
practice. In addition, they hope to
learn how participation in a medical
school scholarly concentration
program (SCP) impacts career
development—did you know that
UICOM Chicago campus now has

six SCPs? (GMED was the second—
check out the others!) We are excited
for all of our alumni to participate in
this study both through surveys and
interviews. Stay tuned!

REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT
HEALTH COURSE WITH
MEDGLOBAL
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In August 2025, the CGH launched

an inaugural innovative course, in
partnership with MedGlobal, a non-
profit humanitarian organization. The
course was developed by Dr. Stacey
Chamberlain, Director of Academic
Programs at the CGH. Medical
students and resident physicians from
UIC, Loyola, University of Chicago,
and AT Still University participated in

the course aimed at developing the
competencies necessary to provide
comprehensive, compassionate care
to refugee and migrant populations.
The course included one week of
didactics, hands-on experiences, and
a site visit in Chicago, and one week
of experiential learning at clinical care
sites in Colombia serving Venezuelan
migrants. With the success of this
pilot course, the CGH anticipates
continuing this partnership to offer the
course again in the future.

The CGH partnership with MedGlobal
bridges education and research with
international clinical care and service
delivery. GMED students and CGH
faculty are excited about continuing
these collaborative efforts.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY
GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP
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While many CGH faculty continue
important work across the globe, we
would like to highlight this partnership
which has grown from one UIC faculty
member’s connection in the region

to a collaboration including faculty
from infectious disease, hematology/
oncology, surgery, obstetrics and
gynecology, and emergency medicine.
A UIC delegation recently attended
the AMEJA (Asociacion Medica de
Jalapa) Regional Medical Conference
in Jalapa, Guatemala. CGH faculty
members Dr. Stockton Mayer, Dr.
Catherine Ford, Dr. Matias Sanchez,
and Dr. Paul Blessing attended the
conference along with residents and
students. Bidirectional educational

exchange included topics ranging
from transplant infectious disease

to point-of-care ultrasound to

the use of artificial intelligence in
gastroenterology, neonatology and
cervical cancer screening. Importantly,
this sustainable partnership has
fostered numerous collaborative
projects involving UIC faculty,
residents and GMED students, with
topics including congenital heart
screenings, cervical cancer screening,
neonatal nutrition and many others!

BETTER TOGETHER: A
GLOBAL HEALTH PODCAST!

Our podcast is in its 4th year with
GMED students as part of our
podcast team. We have 14 episodes
live. Give it a listen! We started the
podcast to share stories and pearls
of wisdom from colleagues working
in global health and to learn how we
can have a positive lasting impact
on health in our communities, locally
and globally. So far, we have featured
guests working in numerous sectors
of global health highlighting themes
of collaboration, research, capacity
building, environmental health,
disaster response, de-colonialism in
global health, humanitarian service,
refugee care, trauma-informed care,
vulnerable populations, rural global
health, implementation science,
“Glocal” health, and ethics! Tune in,
suggest a guest to feature, or join our
team!

BETTER TOGETHER




UPDATES: GMED AND UIC CENTER FOR GLOBAL HEALTH

Anesthesiology (1)

M Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry (1)

B Dermatology (2)

B Emergency Medicine (18)

M Family Medicine (6)
General Surgery (12)

GMED has graduated 10 classes!

Here’s a breakdown of the diverse specialties that GMEDers have pursued.

Internal Medicine (26)

M Internal Medicine/
Emergency Medicine (2)
Internal Medicine/
Pediatrics (9)

B Neurosurgery (1)

B OB/GYN (11)

Ophthalmology (4)
Orthopedic Surgery (2)
Otolaryngology (4)
Pediatrics (8)

Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation (1)

Preventative Medicine (1)

B Psychiatry (2)
Psychiatry/
Family Medicine (2)

B Radiology (2)

B Urology (1)

This is where our GMED alumni have worked since graduation.

Bolivia
Burkina Faso
Colombia
Dominican Republic
Estonia
Ethiopia
Guatemala
Honduras
India

Kenya

Mexico
Mozambique
Pakistan
Palestine
Peru

Rwanda

St. Kitts and Nevis
South Africa
South Sudan
Sudan

Sri Lanka
Switzerland
Uganda
Ukraine
United States
Zimbabwe




ALUMNI UPDATES: GLOBAL HEALTH AND PROFESSIONAL WORK

Bing Li (2018) is an emergency
physician. After working in Lebanon
and Gaza in 2024 (featured in an article
in Mother Jones and on Democracy
Now!), she has continued to work in
humanitarian crisis work including
volunteering in Ukraine. She has

an upcoming assignment in South
Sudan with Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(Doctors Without Borders).

Katherine Reifler (2018) is an
Infectious Disease specialist at Boston
Medical Center. In addition to her

local work, she is a T32 Postdoctoral
Research Fellow and conducts
research on Chagas disease in Bolivia,
with additional projects in travel
medicine and infectious screening in
immunocompromised patients.

Sherin Mahrat (2021) is an emergency
physician. After completing her
residency training, she just rejoined
UIC for a combined Ultrasound

and Global Emergency Medicine
Fellowship. She contributed to
teaching point-of-care ultrasound
(POCUS) in a pilot Refugee and
Immigrant Health Course offered in
August 2025 by the CGH in partnership
with MedGilobal.

Taka Yamaguchi (2018) is a
pediatrician working in Woburn,
Massachusetts. In October 2025, he

was a featured speaker for AWSIM
(Association for Weight and Size
Inclusive Medicine), an international
professional organization with
clinicians from the US, Canada,
Mexico, and Nicaragua collaborating
to advance evidence-based weight-
neutral health care for professionals
and patients.

Patrick Lanter (2017) is an emergency
physician in Palo Alto, California.

He has been busy implementing

a comprehensive point of care
ultrasound training program at the EM
residency at the University of Rwanda’s
training hospital in Kigali, evaluating
the impact of road traffic accidents

in Sri Lanka, and utilizing ocular
ultrasound to assist with pre-operative
screening for patients undergoing
cataract surgery for the Cure Blindness
Initiative. We ran into eachother at
CUGH in February 2025!

Marina Lentskevich (2024) completed
her internship at University of Kentucky
and is now a psychiatry resident at
University Hospitals in Cleveland,
Ohio. She has been working in eastern
Kentucky where healthcare access is
one of the worst in the country. She
found it a meaningful challenge to
establish rapport with Appalachians
who have limited resources and a
distrust of the healthcare system.

Kim Helseth (2017) completed her
breast surgery fellowship at MD
Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper

University Hospital in New Jersey
and is now a breast surgeon in
Omaha, Nebraska. She has a passion
for oncoplastic reconstruction,
personalized patient care, and
addressing barriers to care.

Tosha Becerra Songolo (2019)

has been collaborating with the
Department of Anesthesiology

at Hospital Central de Maputo in
Maputo, Mozambique since fellowship
to increase resident exposure and
experience with peripheral nerve
blocks, ultrasound-guided techniques
and point of care ultrasound (POCUS).

Aaron Case (2016) joined the
Department of Medicine in the

Division of Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine at WashU (St. Louis, Missouri)
in August 2025. He has been active in
health services research, specifically
understanding how to best optimize
the intermediate care setting for both
nursing and patient outcomes.

Greg Klazura (2018) completed his
general surgery residency, including
a global surgery research fellowship
at UIC. He is now a Pediatric Surgery
Fellow at the University of California
Irvine—Children’s Hospital of Orange
County.

Wyn Sullivan (2019) is a 5th

year general surgery resident at

Rush University. She was recently
announced as the 2026-28 Pediatric
Surgery Fellow at Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital at the University of
Tennessee.

Molly Maclnnes Perri (2020) has
joined the faculty at UICOM on the
Rockford campus! She is in the
Department of Family and Community



https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/08/gaza-european-hospital-doctor-palestine-israel-war/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RwL6z5A5Dk&rco=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RwL6z5A5Dk&rco=1

ALUMNI UPDATES: GLOBAL HEALTH AND PROFESSIONAL WORK

Medicine and Mile Square Health
Center—L.P. Johnson Rockford. In
addition to her clinical practice, she
serves as the Addiction Medicine
Fellowship Program Director.
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College of Medicine Rockford

Molly Perri

DEPARTMENTS  CAM

Addiction Medicine Fellowship Program Director
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Department of Family and Community Medicine

Zachary Brahmbhatt (2025) has
started his emergency medicine
residency at University of Texas
Southwestern in Dallas, Texas.

Nicole Zolman (2022) is an obstetrics-
gynecology resident at UIC. She

is working with collaborators in
Guatemala on research to improve
cervical cancer screening and
prevention.

Ange Uwimana (2024) has started
her second year of internal medicine
residency at Yale School of Medicine in
New Haven, Connecticut.

Abhinav Komandur (2021) is a
2nd year physical medicine and

rehabilitation resident at the University

of Wisconsin. He is in the US Army with
a specialization in aerospace aviation
medicine.

Paul Blessing (2018) survived (and
thrived) in his first year as the GMED
Director! In addition to leading the
next generation of GMEDers, he

has continued international work in
Guatemala, training providers in point-
of-care ultrasound, and in Rwanda
where he teaches emergency medicine
to Rwandan medical students.

CHECK OUT THESE
RECENT SELECTED GMED
ALUMNI GLOBAL HEALTH
PUBLICATIONS!

Reifler K, et al. Antitrypanosomal
Therapy for Chagas Disease: A Single
Center Experience with Adverse Drug
Reactions and Strategies for Enhancing
Treatment Completion. PLoS Negl Trop
Dis. 2025.

Chioma Emenalom E, Glenzer M, Correia
M, Nhantumbo V, Becerra Songolo T,

et al. Maternal Death and Postpartum
Hemorrhage in Sub-Saharan Africa:
Insights from Autopsies in Mozambique.
Blood Global Hematology. 2025.

Chamberlain S, Ugwu-Dike P, Mbiine R,
Sims T, et al. Surgical Disease Burden,
Outcomes, and Roles of Non-Physician
Clinicians in Ugandan Emergency
Departments. The Western Journal of
Emergency Medicine. 2025.

Yau A, Lentskevich MA, et al. The
Impact of Language-Discordant Care
Upon the Patient Family Experience in
Pediatric Plastic Surgery. J Craniofac
Surg. 2025.

Bunn M, Graunke M, Liu X, Adebayo
N, Izquierdo S, et al. Peer Services in

Behavioral Health: A Scoping Review of
Medicaid Funding to Inform Policy and
Practice for Refugee and Newcomer
Populations in the U.S. PLOS Ment
Health. 2025.

Kaplan N, et al. Digitizing Incidence of
Orofacial Clefts at a Multidisciplinary
Orofacial Cleft Center in Ghana. FACE.
2025.

Abboud S, Hashim F, Sharif E, et al. The
Perspectives of Arab American Young
Adults in the Chicagoland Area on
Intimate Partner Violence: A Qualitative
Study. Journal of Family Violence. 2025.

Reifler K, et al. Diagnosing Chagas in
Pregnancy and Childhood: What’s Old

and New. Clinics in Laboratory Medicine.

2025.

Case AS, et al. Heterogeneity of
Intermediate Care Organization Within
a Single Healthcare System. Crit Care
Explor. 2025.

Klazura G, et al. The Pediatric
Emergency Surgery Course: Impact
on Provider Practice in Rural Uganda.
Journal of Pediatric Surgery. 2024.

Suhaiba A, et al. From Bedside Manner
to Surgical Excellence: A Historical
Exploration and Contemporary
Importance of Empathy in Orthopaedic

Surgery. The Journal of Bone and Joint
Surgery. 2024.

Hochberg CH, Case AS, et al. Lung
Protective Ventilation Adherence and
Outcomes for Patients With COVID-19
Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome
Treated in an Intermediate Care Unit
Repurposed to ICU Level of Care. Crit
Care Explor. 2024.

Case AS, Hochberg CH, Hager DN. The
Role of Intermediate Care in Supporting
Critically Il Patients and Critical Care
Infrastructure. Crit Care Clin. 2024.

Reddy NK, Gutowski KS, Allison SG,
Lentskevich MA, et al. Visibility of
International Rotations on Plastic
Surgery Program Websites. J Craniofac
Surg. 2024.

Hackett AM, Adereti CO, Walker AP,
Nico E, et al. Racial and Socioeconomic
Status Among a Patient Population
Presenting with Aneurysmal
Subarachnoid Hemorrhage versus
Unruptured Intracranial Aneurysm: A
Single-Center Study. Brain Sci. 2024.

Freeman E, Patel D, Odeniyi F,
Pasquinelli M, Jain S. Where Do
Oncology Patients Seek and Share
Health Information? Survey Study. J Med
Internet Res. 2024.



https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40622934/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S3050565825000083?via%3Dihub
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40795004/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39820404/
https://journals.plos.org/mentalhealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmen.0000359
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/27325016241309536
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10896-025-00812-5
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39892939/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11756875/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022346823005493?via%3Dihub
https://journals.lww.com/jbjsjournal/fulltext/2024/07170/from_bedside_manner_to_surgical_excellence__a.11.aspx
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11257666/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38796224/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38710044/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38672043/
https://www.jmir.org/2024/1/e36441

ALUMNI UPDATES: PERSONAL

Ava Graf (2022) will be finishing
her emergency medicine
residency this year. Her son,
Aaron, is 15 months old!

Tosha Becerra Songolo (2019)
had another baby! Emilia Ivana is
9 months old and big sister Nova
(3 years old) is excited to show
her little sister the ropes :)

Marina Lentskevich (2024) got
married in March to someone she
boy and moved to Orange County met at UIC while doing research.
California for Fellowship! They eloped and went to Chicago
City Hall! Then they went to India
to do more celebrations with his
family and bought a house in the
Cleveland area.

Sherin Mahrat (2021) is back at
UIC doing a combined ultrasound
and global emergency medicine
fellowship. She had a baby boy in
October!

Abhinav Komandur (2021)

is splitting his time between
Madison, Wl and Houston, TX.
He hopes to go with his wife to
Botswana soon.
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Sarah Garvey (2020) got
married 5/31to the love of her
life in Paris, France!

Julie Conrad (2022) is a Chief
Resident in internal medicine/
pediatrics at UIC. She was

Katherine Reifler’s (2018) Sam Cubillos (2024) is recently spotted working in the
daughter, Olivia Hana Kurti, was engaged to his longtime U_IC'ED and will k:e having a baby
born November 2024. girlfriend Maddie! girl in November!




ur global health

family suffered
another great loss this
year. DR. THOMAS
SIMS, core faculty at
the Center for Global
Health, passed away
on August 16, 2025.
Dr. Sims was a beloved
pediatric surgeon,
educator, and mentor
whose influence
spanned patients,
students, residents,
fellows, and global
colleagues.

Dr. Sims’ career in surgery was profoundly rooted in

his belief that life itself was a precious gift. Born with a
congenital heart defect, he underwent several surgeries
as a child—experiences that inspired his lifelong
dedication to caring for children facing surgical illness.
He carried with him a fervent faith in God, which guided
both his work and his service to others.

At UIC, in addition to providing clinical care, he was the
Director of Global Surgery at the CGH, Program Director
of the Pediatric Global Surgery Fellowship, Clerkship
Director of the M3 Surgery Clerkship, and the Trauma
Lead for Pediatric Surgery at Stroger Hospital.

His leadership extended beyond the United States,
where he partnered with colleagues in Ethiopia,
Pakistan, Uganda, Guatemala, and Benin to improve
pediatric surgical care in resource-limited settings.
In addition to travelling several times a year to
these resource-limited areas, he brought a group of
international surgeons to UIC annually for advanced
training in minimally invasive surgical techniques.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Dr. Sims

will be remembered for his kindness, generosity, and
unwavering dedication to mentoring the next generation
of surgeons. His legacy lives on in the many lives he
touched.

Donations may be sent to:

Thomas Sims Memorial Fund

c/o Thom Lobe, MD

Department of Surgery

840 South Wood Street, Chicago, IL 60612.

Please join us for A Night for Global Health, a Benefit to support the GMED Program!

This year’s event will feature:

Signature cocktails crafted by a Michelin-star bartender

Heavy hors d’oeuvres alongside an open bar of beer and wine

Paddle raise and wine draw

Silent auction featuring a Tuscan Villa Vacation, Lake Michigan Cottage and Private Chef

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Simmons Center for Global Chicago, 303 E Wacker Dr Chicago
uiacg.betterworld.org

If you are in the Chicago area, we'd love to see you in person.
If you are not, you can still support GMED with a donation or

participating in the silent auction.



http://uiacg.betterworld.org
https://uiacg.betterworld.org/?utm_source=qr&utm_medium=print

STAY CONNECTED AND GIVE BACK!

We would like to host another annual virtual event to provide opportunities for students to connect with
alumni and look forward to your participation! Details coming soon!

HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED:

We love getting personal and professional updates from GMED Alumni!l Send
updates to Jeanne or Dr. Chamberlain!

Let us know if you have a global health project that would be a good opportunity
for a GMED student!

Reach out if you'd like to share your global health work as guest speaker for CGH or
GMED or the Better Together Podcast!

Join our quarterly global health colloquia (and other events) on Zoom. You can find
upcoming events at: chicago.medicine.uic.edu/departments/centers/center-for-global-
health/events/
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Join our GMED Facebook group at UIC GMED Official Page

MAKE A GIFT at:
chicago.medicine.uic.edu/departments/centers/center-for-global-health/make-a-gift/
You can designate a specific fund including one to support GMED!

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE


http://chicago.medicine.uic.edu/departments/centers/center-for-global-health/make-a-gift/
http://chicago.medicine.uic.edu/departments/centers/center-for-global-health/events/
http://chicago.medicine.uic.edu/departments/centers/center-for-global-health/events/

	Congratulations to the class of 2025! 
	Meet our new M1 class!  
	Updates: GMED and UIC Center for Global Health
	Alumni Updates: GLOBAL HEALTH AND PROFESSIONAL WORK
	Alumni Updates: Personal
	IN MEMORIAM
	Stay Connected and Give Back!

