
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
          
  

   
        

 
   

      
           

    
       
          

 
        

  

 
        

 
       

          
      

   
         

   

Curriculum Vitae 

Kristi Leigh Kirschner, MD 

PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION 

Work address: University of Illinois Department of Medical Education 
808 S Wood St, Room 973 
Chicago IL 60612 
312 355-5418 
773-991-2042 (cell) 
kkirschn@uic.edu 

Citizenship: United States 

EDUCATION 
1982 B.A., Carleton College, Northfield MN (Biology; Magna Cum Laude) 
1986 M.D., Pritzker School of Medicine, University of Chicago 

GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION 
1986-87 Internship in Internal Medicine, Michael Reese Hospital & Medical Center, 

Chicago, IL 
1987-90 Residency in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, McGaw Medical Center of 

Northwestern University/Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
1994-95 Fellowship in Clinical Medical Ethics, MacLean Center at the University of Chicago 

BOARD CERTIFICATION & LICENSURE 
1987 Diplomate, National Board of Medical Examiners (#325317) 
1991 Diplomate, American Board of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (#3561; 

grandfathered for MOC) 
1988- Licensed Physician and Surgeon, State of Illinois (#036-078182) 

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS 

1991-2009 Assistant (1991-2001), Associate (2001-2008), Clinical Professor (2008-09) of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Northwestern University Feinberg School 
of Medicine (NUFSM) 

1997-2015 Assistant Professor (1997-2001), Associate (2001-2008), Clinical Professor (2008-
15) of Medical Ethics and Humanities, NUFSM (primary from 2009-2015) 

2001- Affiliated Professor or adjunct, Department of Disability and Human Development, 
University of Illinois Chicago 

2016- Clinical Professor, Department of Medical Education (DME), University of Illinois 
College of Medicine. (100% FTE since 2021) 
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2018- Clinical Professor, Department of Neurology and Rehabilitation Medicine, University of 
Illinois, Chicago (0%) 

2019- Associate Member of the Graduate Faculty, Graduate College, UIC 
2020- Clinical Professor, Department of Academic Internal Medicine, University of Illinois 

College of Medicine (0%) 
2023-24 Visiting Professor, Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, 

Universiti Malayi (Kuala Lampur, Malaysia) 
2024- UIC Honors College faculty fellow 

HOSPITAL STAFF APPOINTMENTS 
1990-2009 Attending Physician, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
1990-92 Consultant, Department of Neurosurgery, University of Chicago Hospitals 
1991-2009 Consultant, Rehabilitation Medicine, Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
1991-94 Consultant, Rehabilitation Medicine, Columbus-Cabrini Medical Center, Chicago 
2010-19 Attending Physician, Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital 

Adjunct (consulting) physician, Dept of PM+R, Mount Sinai Hospital, Chicago 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS 
1990-91 Staff Physician, Spinal Cord Injury Program, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
1992-94 Assistant Director, Stroke Program, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
1991-2009 Medical Director and Co-Founder, RIC Women with Disabilities Center (known 

until 2004 as the Health Resource Center for Women with Disabilities) 
1995-2009 Director and founder, RIC Donnelley Family Disability Ethics Program (known as 

the Program in Disability Ethics, 1995-1999 and the Center for the Study of 
Disability Ethics 1999-2004) 

2012-2017 Governing board (and part time Chief Disability Medical Officer; 2013-17) of the 
Community Care Alliance of Illinois, a not-for-profit health plan dedicated to the care of 
seniors and people with disabilities in Illinois Medicaid. CCAI also developed a 
Medicare Advantage program. The Medicaid arm of CCAI ceased to exist in January in 
2018 when it could not compete for the new state RFP. See: 
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20170518/OPINION/170519831/the- problem-
with-corporatizing-illinois-medicaid. Medicare Advantage arm taken over by Clear Spring 
Health BrightPath Advantage (HMO). 

2016-24 Curriculum transformation leader for Health Humanities and Ethics subtheme for 
University of Illinois College of Medicine (first year of implementation was 2017) 

2022- Director of Undergraduate Programs in the Department of Medical Education, 
University of Illinois College of Medicine 

COMMITTEE SERVICE 
Medical School (Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine thru 2014; University of Illinois 

College of Medicine 2016-) 
1992-99 Women's Faculty Organization (steering committee) 
1994 Committee on Distinguished Women in Medicine and Science, Women's Faculty 

Organization 
1994-5 Search Committee, Neurosurgery Chair 
1995 The Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago Advisory Panel for Outlook 21, 
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Department of PM&R 
1996 Medical School Ethics and Humanities Advisory Committee 
2000 Search Committee, Buehler Center on Aging Director 
2001-09 Department of PM&R Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure Committee 
2001-09 Selection Committee for the Dept of PM&R Fellows 
2006-8 Diversity Committee 
2006-14 Medical Humanities and Bioethics Advisory Committee for the Masters Degree 
2016-9 UI-COM Dept of Medical Education Advisory Committee 
2018-9 Member of the UICOM DME Search committee for new tenure track faculty member 

(Jeffrey Cheung PhD Candidate 2019, University of Toronto, The Wilson Centre for 
Research in Education.) 

2019-20 Chicago Curriculum Management Committee, University of Illinois College of 
Medicine 

2019-20 Antiracism urgent action committee subcommittee on curriculum for UI-College of 
Medicine 

2021 Co-chair; Department of Medical Education, UI-COM, Advancing Racial Equity 
Strategic Planning task force on Faculty and staff inclusion 

AWARDS, HONORS, AND DISTINCTIONS 
1982 Phi Beta Kappa, Carleton College Chapter 
1986 Janet M. Glasgow Medical Achievement Citation, American Medical Women's 

Association, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
1990 Scholl Fellowship in Rehabilitation Research, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
1992-93 Falk Medical Research Scholar, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
1993-19 Outstanding PM&R physician Chicago Magazine/ Castle Connolly Medical Ltd. 
(1993, ’97, ’99, 2008, ’10, ’12, ’16, ’17, ’18, ’19). One of five physicians profiled in 2012 Issue: 
http://www.com/Chicago- Magazine/January-2012/Top-Doctors-in-Chicago-Kristi-Kirschner/ 
1994 August W. Christmann Award, Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities, City of 

Chicago 
1996-2009 Coleman Foundation Chair in Rehabilitation Medicine, Rehabilitation Institute of 

Chicago 
1996 Profiled in Magee M (ed). The 50 Most Positive Doctors in America. Philadelphia, 

Spencer Books, Ltd., 1996. 
1999 YWCA of Metropolitan Chicago Outstanding Achievement Award for Education 
1999 Chicago Council for Disability Rights Gargoyle Advocacy Award 
2002 Excellence Award for educational video (Gill CG, KLK): “Learning to Act in 

Partnership: Women with Disabilities Speak to Health Professionals,” from the 
Superfest International Media Festival on Disabilities Award for Excellence, 
Berkeley, CA. 

2002 Liberty Award, Progress Center for Independent Living 
2007 Distinguished Alumnus Award, Carleton College Alumni Association 
2012 Named as one of 100 women making a difference 2011: Today’s Chicago Woman 
2015 Inaugural honoree inducted to the Enright Academic Hall of Fame, Central High 

School, St Joseph, Missouri. 
2015 University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, Alpha Omega Alpha (AOA) 

Beta Chapter Class of 2016; Alumna honoree inducted March 8, 2106 
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2020 Policy Award from Health and Medicine Policy Research Group (for work in 
advocacy, government, media, or philanthropy that encompasses the many facets of 
policy analysis, development, planning, and implementation) 

2024 Department of Medical Education faculty member of the year awardee, University 
of Illinois College of Medicine 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS 
1987- American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
1990- Association of Academic Physiatrists 

Research Committee member, 1990-2001 
1993- Physicians for a National Health Program 
1995-98 Society for Health & Human Values 
1995-96 American Society of Law, Medicine, & Ethics 
1996-98 American and International Association of Bioethicists 
1996 Midwest Bioethics Center 
1998- American Society for Bioethics & Humanities 

• Program Committee, ASBH Spring Meeting, 2002 
• Program Co-Chair, ASBH National Meeting, 2002 

2001 Society for Disability Studies 
2002-26 Chicago Clinical Ethics Program (board member) 
2003- Fellow, Institute of Medicine of Chicago 
2004,17-19 American Academy for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine 
2019-24 Academy for Professionalism in Health Care 
2022-24 Association of Bioethics Program Directors 

PROFESSIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC SERVICE 
Journal Manuscript Review: 
1993- Journal of the American Medical Association 
1995 Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics 
1998 Stroke 
2002- Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
2002 Disease Management & Health Outcomes 
2002- Journal of Clinical Ethics 
2006 Journal of Palliative Care 
2006- American Journal of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
2010- Health Affairs 
2012- Disability and Health Journal 
2020- Journal of Graduate Medical Education 

Special issues (co)editor: 
2003 Invited co-editor with Kuczewski M: “Bioethics and Disability.” Theoretical 

Medicine and Bioethics 2003; 24(6). 
2003 Special issue invited co-editor with Donnelley S; “Mapping the moral landscape: 
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Families and persons with traumatic brain injury.” Brain Injury Source, 
Summer 2003; 6(4). 

2004 Invited section co-editor with Savage T, Gill CJ: “Disability Ethics,” Journal of 
Clinical Ethics 2004; 15(4). 

2006 Invited editor: “Ethical Issues in Stroke Rehabilitation,” Topics in Stroke 
Rehabilitation Fall 2006: 13(4). 

Journal editorial service 
1994-2008 Editor, Ethics Column, Topics in Stroke Rehabilitation 
2008-15 Special feature editor, Ethics/Law column. PM&R: Journal of Injury, 

Function and Rehabilitation. www.pmrjournal.org/content/edboard. 
PM&R is the official scientific journal of the American Academy of 
PM&R. The column appeared four times a year. (these columns are 
available online open access at 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1016/(ISSN)1934-1563.ethics-
collection) 

Advisory board, consultant or task force service: 
1996 Illinois Hospital and Health Systems Association End of Life Issues 

Task Force 
2002 Member American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology (ACOG) 

Committee on Health Care for Underserved Women. Access to 
Reproductive Health Care for Women with Disabilities, Special Issues 
in Women’s Health, 2005. 

2001 Ilinois Hospital and Healthcare Association Task Force on IL Outpatient 
DNR 

2005 Invited Member of the Women with Disabilities Education Task Force 
coordinated by the Association of Professors of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics in collaboration with Dr. Jennifer Potter (Beth Israel Deaconess 
Hospital in Boston) and Dr. Jaye Hefner (Spaulding Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Boston). 

2007-13 Invited consensus panel member for the Hastings Center Guidelines on the 
End of Life Care Project, New York. The Donnelley Family Disability 
Ethics Program working with Dr. Adrienne Asch to organize a 
consultation to the project which occurred in July 2007 with critical local 
and national representatives of disability communities. The consultation 
culminated in a working paper, which went through various stages of 
review, and informed the final guidelines. The revised and expanded 
second edition of the Hastings Center Guidelines for Decisions on Life-
Sustaining Treatment and Care Near the End of Life was published by 
Oxford Press in 2013. (Ed.s Berlinger N, Jennings B, Wolf S.) 

2007-8 Co-Coordinator of health care summit: The Current State of Health Care 
for Americans with Disabilities. RIC Donnelley Family Disability Ethics 
Program and the Women with Disabilities Center were subcontracted by 
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Disability Rights Education Defense Fund (contractor) to work together on 
symposium and produce a report for the National Council on Disability 
(summit dates April 7-8, 2008). http://www.ncd.gov/policy/health_care 

2008 Invited participant to expert panel on “Health Care Provider/ Disability 
Curriculum” hosted by Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office on Disability, in collaboration with the Department of Labor 
Office on Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) on April 30, 2008, in 
Washington, DC. The meeting brought together leading experts in 
healthcare, education and government to: 1.) address the need to include 
training programs in curricula that are directly related to persons with 
disabilities and 2.) to forge an action plan to ensure that all health 
programs offer consistent healthcare access for persons with disabilities. 
KLK was the working group chair that wrote the suggested core 
competency report for health care professional educational programs 
(submitted 10/31/08; not published due to leadership change at agency) 

2008-10 Invited member of the Expert Advisory Panel to guide the development 
of Joint Commission hospital standards for culturally competent patient-
centered care. Implementation guide released: Advancing Effective 
Communication, Cultural Competence, and Patient- and Family-
Centered Care: A Roadmap for Hospitals. Oakbrook Terrace, IL: The 
Joint Commission, 2010. 

2010 Invited participant to Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
Expert Meeting on Developing Quality of Care Measures for People 
with Disabilities, April 15, 2010, Washington DC. 

2011 Advisory committee on Children with Complex Medical Needs, The Illinois 
Department of Healthcare and Family Services 

2015-17 Advisory Board member, Foundation for PM&R, American with Disability 
Fund 
2019-2020 Consultant to “Surveying Physicians to Understand Health Care Disparities 

Affecting Persons with Disability and Identify Approaches to Improve their 
Care.” R01-HD091211-01A1. LI Iezzoni (PI), Mongan Institute, MGH. 

2019-21 Advisory group member to “Learning CollaborativE to Address Disability 
Equity in HealthcaRe” (LEADERs) PCORI, Eugene Washington 
Engagement Award (PI: Megan A Morris PhD, MPH, CCC-SLP, 
University of Colorado). 

2021-23 Health Equity Advisory Group (DREAM Team) for National 
Council on Disability. (Andres Gallegos, Esq, Chairman) 

Board service 
2001-6 Board Member, Chicago Clinical Ethics Program 
2011-17 Board Member, Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago 
2012-17 Trustee, Board of Community Care Alliance of Illinois NFP and LLC 
2015-22 Trustee, Devices4theDisabled, a not-for-profit that collects and 

redistributes durable medical equipment to people in need in Chicago 
6 
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http://supportd4d.org/ 

Other 
1998-2004 Oral examiner for American Academy of Physical Medicine and 

Rehabilitation Board Certification Examinations, Rochester, Minnesota 
1996-99 Henry B. Betts Award Selection Screening Committee; 

administered by the Prince Charitable Trusts and the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago 

2001-6 Henry B. Betts Award, Jury Committee Member; administered by the 
American Association of People with Disabilities and the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago 

2011 Moderator of Panel: “The Clinical Setting: New Strategies” for The 
U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy 
Call To Action Summit on Healthcare Workers with Disabilities: 
Career Trends and Best Practices, May 17, Access Living of 
Metropolitan Chicago, Chicago Illinois. 

2011-12 Organized stakeholder working group to address Illinois Medicaid shift 
to managed care. Partnered with the Family Health Network to create the 
Community Care Alliance of Illinois- a not-for-profit health plan 
dedicated to the care of seniors and people with disabilities in publicly 
funded insurance programs (Partners included Access Living of Chicago, 
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group, Sinai/Schwab, and Family 
Health Network) 

2017 Invited speaker, planning committee member and participant, AHRQ 
sponsored conference entitled “Improving Acute, Primary and 
Transitional Healthcare with Individuals with Disabilities,” co-sponsored 
by Rush University and UIC Department of Disability and Human 
Development, Chicago, March 23-24, 2017. 

2017-18 Invited ethics expert to the Galveston Brain Injury Conference, May 4-5, 
2017 and May 3-4, 2018 to participate in a working group on handling 
requests to withhold/withdraw life-sustaining treatment in the minimally 
conscious state, and writing ethics guidelines. 

SUMMARY OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Medical Undergraduate (1991-2009) 

Lectured regularly at Northwestern Feinberg School of Medicine (1991-2009) 
for M1-M4 students on disability, neurorehabilitation, complex care, ethics, 
sexuality and reproductive health care, health care access and equity. Faculty for 
the Foundations of Clinical Ethics Course (M1) and Neuroscience M2 Course; 
College Mentor for the Class of 1999 (NU FSM 1995- 1997); developed health 
humanities electives on “The ‘Problem’ of Disability in Health Care” and 
“Embodiment” (with Catherine Wallace). 
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Taught annually also at Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine in the 
Developmental and Human Biology Course on Disability (M2) and The University of 
Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine (disability ethics) for Doctor-Patient 
communication/ ethics course (M1) in the 1990’s. 

At University of Illinois College of Medicine (UI-COM) 
2016-2024 Health Humanities and Ethics subtheme leader, course facilitator, 

and teacher for UI-COM 
2017-9 Small group leader for Doctoring and Clinical Skills Course 

(DoCS) at UI-COM, first year medical students 
2017-20 Small group leader for Professional Identity Formation small 

groups, UI-COM first and second year medical students (Phase I) 
2020- Created and co-directed (with Elsa Vazquez-Melendez MD) a two-

week elective for 3rd& 4th year medical students on COVID-19: 
Population health, Ethics & Health Humanities as part 2 of a 4-
week elective on Emerging Infectious Diseases & Pandemic 
Planning. 

Graduate Medical Education 
Teaching attending physician, residency program in PM&R at RIC 
(1991-2009) and Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital (2010-2019). Also, 
lecturer, PM&R Residents, on a variety of topics such as sexuality after 
disability, disabled women’s health care, the bedside mental status 
exam, procedural memory, barriers to health care, and disability ethics 

Graduate School 
Masters level students: 

• Lecturer on Genetic Disability; NU FSM Masters program in genetic 
counseling, (1991-2014) 

• Faculty member/ Lecturer; NU FSM Medical Humanities & 
Bioethics Masters Program (2006-14), on ethics and disability 

• Lecturer on health care access and quality of life for people with 
Disabilities; NU FSM Physician’s Assistant Program (2011-14) 

MHPE thesis committees: 
• Susan Glick, 2019 “The Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of 

Moral Distress Among Medical Students: A Systematic Review 
of the Literature.” 

• Eric Swirsky, 2023: “Development and Testing of a Survey to 
Measure Moral Distress in Undergraduate Medical Students.” 

• Elizabeth Meinert,  2026: “ Development and Validation of a 
Novel Instrument for Assessing Ableism in Pediatric Subspecialty 
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Trainees.” 
• Erin Hickey—project on disability simulation/ patient instructor: 

assessment tool-- in progress 

MHPE electives: 
• Faculty facilitator in Health Humanities elective, Masters of 

Health Professions Education, DME, UI-COM (Sandy Sufian, 
PhD, MPH, elective director; 2019) 

• Co-creator and facilitator with Raymond Curry MD: Disability 
Elective, Masters of Health Professions Education, Department 
of Medical Education, University of Illinois College of Medicine 
(2021, 2024) 

Graduate students (Masters and Doctoral): 
Creator and Co-director (with Carol Gill, PhD): Certificate in 
Disability Ethics offered jointly by RIC & University of Illinois,Dept 
of Disability & Human Development. (2003-4) 

Doctoral dissertation committees: 
PhD in Disability Studies in Dept of Disability and Human 
Development, University of Illinois at Chicago 

• Allison Brown (2008)- (also School of Public Health) 
• Kelly Munger (2011) 
• Alexis Owen (2018) 
• Amy McArthur (2024) 

PhD in Health Professions Education, DME, UI-COM 
• Kristine Michelle Chase (2025); “Academic Instruction of the Movement 

Systemin Pediatric Physical Therapy Education.” 

Post-doctoral fellowships: 
Mentor for Post-doctoral Fellowship, NU Institute for Health Services
Research and Policy Studies: 

• Susan Magasi (2008) 
• Christina Papamiditriou (2009) 
• Megan Morris (2013) 

Mentor for Erin Hickey MD, Clinical Leaders and Academic Scholars 
Fellowship (CLASS fellow), Academic Internal Medicine, University of 
Illinois in Chicago (2020-21) 
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Continuing Medical Education: Leadership & Lectures 
I was involved in developing and teaching in many continuing 
education courses during my tenure at RIC through the 
Education & Training Center: 

• "Medical management of women with disabilities," (1992). 
• “Ethical decision making in the rehabilitation setting: disability 

and autonomy” (1993) 
• "Valuing life, valuing autonomy: Living and dying with a 

disability," (1994) 
• "We've come a long way, but can we survive managed care?" 

(1995) 
• "Disability rights in dialogue with clinical genetics," (1995) 
• "Socially-assisted dying: Meaning, money, and media," (1997) 
• “Genetic knowledge & disability: Opportunity and peril,” 

(1998) 
• “The ADA and health care professionals: Education and 

practice,”(2000) 
• “The ADA and health care: Public and private insurance,” 

(2000) 
• “A Not-So-Kind- or Gentle World: Ethical Issues in Disability 

and Aging,” (2001) 
• “Recognizing and Managing Moral Distress in Rehabilitation 

Health Care,” (2010) 

Other 
1996-2000 Lecturer, Fellowship program, MacLean Center for 

Clinical Medical Ethics, University of Chicago 
Medical Center 

1997-2001 Coordinator for Disability Ethics Scholars Training 
Program at RIC (2001-2010; course lecturer/ facilitator) 

1999-2001 Co-coordinator with Strachan Donnelley, Ph.D, “The 
moral landscape of families with traumatic brain injury,” 
joint project between The Hastings Center and the RIC 
Center for the Study of Disability Ethics (May 1999-
October 2001; a series of 6 meetings). 

2002-6 One of the founding members of Bodies of Work and 
planning committee for the The Chicago Festival of 
Disability Arts and Culture, April 20-30, 2006. 
https://bow-ahs.red.uic.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/861/2021/11/Bodies-of-WorkFinal-
Report-Text-1.docx.pdf. (Chicago Department of Cultural 
Affairs was the fiduciary agent and coordinating body) in 
collaboration with MCA). 

10 
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2007 Coordinator/ host for consultation meeting with disability 
experts/ stakeholders for the Hastings Center Guidelines 
on the End-of-Life Care Project, July 23-24, Chicago IL. 
Guidelines published by Oxford University Press May 
2013. 

2019- UI-Health working group to develop health home/clinical 
care for adults with pediatric and congenital onset 
disability. (Other leadership steering members: Dr Rachel 
Caskey, Division Chief Academic Internal Medicine and 
Dr. Mary Keehn PT, DPT, MHPE Associate Dean for 
Clinical Affairs in the College of Applied Health 
Sciences at the University of Illinois Chicago, Director of 
Interprofessional Education in the Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for Health Affairs). UIHealth Lifespan 
Disability Clinic is a fully accessible disability-informed 
primary complex care clinic which opened in Gage Park 
in March 2024. https://hospital.uillinois.edu/primary-and-
specialty-care/disability-inclusive-care 

2020-- Invited content participant for panel on Bioethical and 
Legal Considerations with the use of Biomarkers to 
Establish Presence and Severity of impairment. Virtual 
workshop sponsored by the National Academies of 
Science, Engineering and Medicine. The State of the 
Science of the Use of Biomarkers to Establish Presence 
and Severity of Impairments. July 21, 2020. 

2021 Member of Interprofessional education working group 
for Health Equity and Ethics Pilot series on COVID in 
Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs office, University of 
Illinois. We had 4 sessions in the spring Transforming 
Community Conversations about COVID-19 to Action 
https://vcha.uic.edu/units/interprofessional-education-
ipe/health-equity-ethics- series/ 

2023- Senior editor and content advisor, Advancing Disability-
Inclusive Healthcare health profession curriculum and 
website (funded by HRSA; see https://adih.uic.edu/) 

RESEARCH GRANTS/CONTRACTS/ACTIVITIES 
Principal investigator, "Procedural memory in patients with cerebellar stroke." Falk 
Trust, $30,000 (1993-94). 

Co-PI, "The predictive value of cognitive behavioral testing in patients post-stroke." 
National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research and Training Center, total 
direct costs $40,660/yr (1993-98). 
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Principal investigator, "Procedural memory in patients with acute confusional state after 
hip fracture." Buehler Center on Aging, Northwestern University, $6,270 (1992-94). 

Co-investigator (CJGill, PI), "Physician training in the major health issues of women 
with disabilities: Learning to act in partnership", #H133G50059, National Institute on 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research, Field Initiated Project, $125,000/year (1995-98). 

Co-principal investigator, “Implications of genetic advances on disability: Knowledge 
and attitudes of health care providers,” Coleman Foundation, $15,000 for pilot research 
(1998-99). 

Co-investigator, “Clinical versus experiential views of genetic disability,” NIH, National 
Human Genome Research Institute, Grant Number 1 RO1 (HG002422-01A2). Carol J. 
Gill, PhD is Principal investigator, Kelly Ormond and Adrienne Asch are also co-
investigators. (Project period 9/28/04-8/31/07; $430,454). 

Module creators and authors of teaching guide (Kirschner KL, Gramelspacher AM, 
Laetham E, Halpern J) for “Aging, End of Life & Narrative Ethics.” University of Illinois 
at Chicago. Educational resource. National Endowment for the Humanities Initiatives for 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions grant for $100,000, 2018-19. Principal Investigators: 
Sandy Sufian and Joanne Michel. https://doi.org/10.25417/uic.13518689.v1. Served also 
as member of the expert faculty consultants on entire grant. 

Principal Investigator: “Cultivating wise-reasoning in medical education,” UI-COM 2018-19. 
Designated exempt research by UIC IRB. (unfunded). 

Co- investigator: Lost in Transition: Gaps in Care Coordination for Young Adults with 
Complex Medical Conditions (A&R ID F105177). PI: Betsy Cliff PhD. Funded by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s research program, “Health Data for Action 
(HD4A),” 12/01/21 – 8/30/23. Budget: $100,000 (5% FTE funding). 

Member of Data Safety Monitoring board for “BEhavioral Health Stratified Treatment 
(B.E.S.T.) to optimize transition to adulthood for youth with IDD.” Co-Principal 
Investigators: Benjamin W. Van Voorhees, MD, MPH and Kristin Berg, PhD, A.M., 
LSW. Funding through PCORI, 2022. 

Co-investigator: Working to right a wrong: Training medical students to care for people 
with physical, intellectual and developmental disabilities (PI Hickey EE; HRSA award; 
FAIN# T5C52052), Primary Care Training and Enhancement ‐ Language and Disability 
Access. NOA 09/11/2023; $400,000/ year X 5 years 

Member of Community and Research Advisory Board (volunteer) for NIH Institutes on 
Aging grant (1R01AG086151-01A1) “Physicians and Medical Aid in Dying: A 
multimethod study of physicians who do and don’t provide MAID.” PIs: Eric Campbell 

12 
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Principal Investigator, “Proposal to enhance UI Health curriculum to train medical students 
and residents in interprofessional and collaborative care of people with complex disabilities,” 
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2028. 
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Physiatry Throughout the Healthcare Continuum: Lessons Learned from Impacts of the COVID-
19 Pandemic on the Disability Community.” PM&R: Journal of Injury, Function and 
Rehabilitation 2021; 109: 589-598 

118.. Kirschner K, Jackson A. “I Want a Say.” In E. Swirsky and A. Jackson, eds., Ethical 
Decisions in Healthcare: Patients, Families and Professionals, 1st ed. [online] Dubuque: Kendall 
Hunt, 2022; 33-36. 

119. Kirschner KL, Panko Reis J, Mukherjee D, Charlton J. Chapter 1: “Nothing About Us 
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Without Us!” Disability representation in healthcare structures, policies, and relationships”. In 
Ned L, Velarde MR, Singh S, Swartz L, Soldatic K eds. International Handbook on Disability 
and Global Health. Routledge Taylor and Francis Group; 2024: 3- 18. 

120. . Bowen L, et al. “Anti-ableist medical education: Meeting the challenges.” Issue brief, 
Hastings Center Report, March 2024. https://www.thehastingscenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/Anti-Ableist-Issue-Brief-2.pdf 

121.. Kirschner KL. "Book review of Murray S. Medical Humanities and Disability Studies: 
In/Disciplines.” (London: Bloomsbury Academic 2023), Journal of Medical Humanities 5/11/24. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10912-024-09851-3\ 

Case reports, technical notes, letters 
122. Yarkony GM, Novick AK, Roth EJ, Kirschner KL, Rayner SR, Betts HB. 
“Galactorrhea: A complication of spinal cord injury.” Arch Phys Med Rehabil 1992; 
73:878-880. 

123. Kirschner KL, Smith JC. “The tracheostomy tube.” Hastings Center Report 1994; 24(2): 
626-627. 

124. Kirschner KL, Smith JC, Panko Reis J. “In Loring Park.” JAMA 1994, 270(1); 28. 

125. Curry R, Kirschner K. Joseph Cardinal Bernardin’s 1995 Pastoral Letter on Health Care. 
Physicians for a National Health Program News, March 1997. 

126. Yim R, Kirschner K, Murphy E, Parson J, Winslow C. “A successful pregnancy in a 
patient with spinal muscular atrophy and severe kyphoscoliosis.” Am J Phys Med & 
Rehab, 2003, 82(3): 222-225. 

127. Savage TS, Kirschner KL, Brashler R, Mukherjee D. On “humility:” The limited effect of 
disability. Hastings Center Report, 2004; 34:5. 

128. Stineman M, Kirschner KL. Reply to letter to editor by Standaert CJ, “Caring for people 
with complex physical disabilities”. PM&R. 2011; 3(3):284-5. 

129. Kirschner KL. Letter to editor, Physician Stress Driven by Complex Patients.JGIM 2020; 
35(8), 2470. DOI: 10.1007/s11606-020-05806-1 

130. Kirschner KL, Pezzone LI, Shah T. The invisible COVID workforce: direct care 
workers for those with disabilities. 2020. 
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2020/invisible-covid-workforce-direct-care-
workers-those-disabilities 

131. Sandel E, Kirschner KL, Blauwet C. Disability Advocacy: Reflections from 
COVID-19. AAP newsletter: PHYSIATRY FORWARD Summer 2020. 
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132. Swirsky ES, Kirschner KL. Chapter 42: Assessment of Decision-Making Capacity in 
Manual of Traumatic Brain Injury (Zollman FS, ed), 3rd Edition. Springer Publishing, 2021. 
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-4768-4 

133. Haywood C, Kirschner KL. Persistent Gaps in the Care of Patients with Disability: 
Laws Are Necessary but Not Sufficient. The Joint Commission Journal on Quality and 
Patient Safety 2021 Oct;47(10):612-614. 

Proceedings and non-refereed papers 
134. Whiting P, Kirschner KL. Osteoporosis: What are the risks for Women with Disabilities? 
The Resourceful Woman, Winter 1993, Volume 2, No. 1, The Health Resource Center for 
Women with Disabilities, Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 

135 . Kirschner KL. “How we got to where we are!” In Olson DA and Lee PA (ed.s), We've 
come along way, but can we survive managed care? Health care issues confronting women 
with disabilities. Monograph of conference proceedings, The Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago, April 22-23,1996. 

136. Kirschner KL, Mukherjee D, Savage T, Brashler R. “Mapping the moral landscape: 
Families and persons with traumatic brain injury.” Brain Injury Source, Summer 2003; 6(4): 8-
21. 

137. . Panko Reis J, Breslin ML, Iezzoni LI, Kirschner KL. “It takes more than ramps to solve the 
crisis in healthcare for people with disabilities.” White paper published by the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago, September 2004.  https://dredf.org/wp- content/uploads/2012/10/it-takes-
more-than-ramps.pdf 

Software, world wide web-based publications, exhibits, audiovisual or other teaching 
materials 

• Gill CG, Kirschner KL. Educational video: “Learning to Act in Partnership: Women with 
Disabilities Speak to Health Professionals,” 2002. Received the Superfest International 
Media Festival on Disabilities Award for Excellence, Berkeley CA, 2002. 

• Mukherjee D, Tarsney P, Kirschner KL. “Discharge Dilemmas: Patients with 
Disabilities.” EthicsLab podcast 2/26/19. 
https://www.missiononline.net/discharge- dilemmas-patients-with-disabilities/ 

• Kirschner KL, Sandahl C. “Ableism in Healthcare: Where it comes from, why 
it matters, and how to mitigate it.” Health professions curriculum module, on 
Advancing Disability-Inclusive Healthcare website 
https://share.articulate.com/4pUb_W7-Ny3uSDeOmANc_ 
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INVITED PRESENTATIONS Or ACCEPTED ABSTRACTS (last 10 years) 
• “The Challenges of Medicaid Managed Care for People with Developmental 

Disabilities,” invited keynote for the Developmental Disabilities Nursing 
Association 26th Annual Conference, Orlando, Florida, March 23, 2018. 

• “Technical Standards: Revising the Rules of Entry for Medical Students. A 
review of the whitepaper by the Association of Academic Physiatrists.” 
Moderator for panel with Laura Kezar MD, Elisa Laird-Metke JD, Philip Zazove 
MD, and Raymond H. Curry MD. Coalition for Disability Access in Health 
Science and Medical Education 5th Annual Symposium, Evanston, IL 4/11/18. 

• “The social model vs the medical model of disability: A “clash of cultures”? UI-
Health Emergency Medicine conference on diversity, 11/8/18. 

• “From Quinlan to McMath: How Neurological Disability Defined Clinical 
Ethics” Grand Rounds for the Dept of Neurology and Rehabilitation, University 
of Illinois College of Medicine, 1/10/19. 

• “How do we measure up? A report card on health care for ‘the least of these our 
brethren’.” Albert Magnus Lecture, Dominican University, River Forest, IL 
3/21/19. 

• “The health care system and people with disabilities: Still a “clash of cultures?” A 25-
year retrospective on Paul Longmore’s classic paper. Integritas Institute for Ethics, 
University of Illinois, Chicago 4/3/19. 

• “Health and Self-Care for Adults with Disabilities: Challenges and Resources”, 
CHHS 50th 

• Anniversary Conference Governor’s State University, 3/9/20. 

• “Uncharted Territories: The challenges of caring for adults with pediatric and 
congenital- onset complex conditions.” University of Illinois Department of 
Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, Chicago IL 3/10/20. 

• “Ethics, Disability and Trust: Closing the Gap in PM&R’s Response to COVID-19,” 
• AAPM&R Webinar (with D Mukherjee, R Brashler, and C Blauwet), 5/6/20. 

• “Disability, Ethics and COVID-19: How COVID has exposed and amplified 
the gaps and ‘clash of cultures’ between PWDs and our healthcare system.” 
John Marshall Law School talk for disability awareness month, 10/15/20. 

• “Reproductive Health Care Services for Women with Physical & Intellectual 
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Disabilities.” 
• UI-Health Dept of OB/GYN grand rounds, 8/6/21. 

• “What COVID exposed about ableism, structural vulnerabilities and health 
inequities.” Keynote for the Association of Bioethics Program Directors. Nashville, 
TN, 11/11/22. 

• “Ableism in healthcare: A disability ethics perspective.” Northwestern Medicine ethics 
grand 
rounds, 3/7/23. 

• “Genetic technologies and ableism: Forever intertwined?” Montgomery Lecture, Ethics 
and 

• Medical Humanities Program, Feinberg School of Medicine 10/12/23. 

• “Navigating ableism in healthcare: A disability ethics perspective,” University of 
Malaysia Medical Center, Kuala Lumpur ,12/20/23. 

• Disability Ethics daylong workshop (8a-4:30p), University of Malaysia in Kuala 
Lumpur; 12/21/23 (KLK visiting professor). Created and presented topics on: 

• Session I: “Roadmap to developing a disability ethics 
program” Session II: “What is disability ethics?” 

• Session III: “Translating disability ethics in the local cultural context” 
• Session IV: “Moving forward: Where do you want to go with disability ethics?” 

• PM&R Resident Case discussion on “Ethical issues in the care of people with 
TBI.” University of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, 12/22/23. 

• “Armchair discussion: Together toward Excellence.” Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Experiences in Healthcare Summit: Driving Equitable and Accessible Patient 
Experiences, Virtual conference, 10/20/23. 

• “Dignity of Risk: Implementing It and Teaching It in Patient Care.” Presented 
with Brian Chicoine MD, AAPDM One Voice conference, 2024; Chicago, IL 
6/6/24. 

• “Ethical Problems and Moral Distress in Rehabilitation Practice,” for University of 
Malaysia 

• Faculty (breakfast meeting), 6/30/24 (Visiting Professor- virtual). 

• Visiting Professor: facilitated a half day workshop on “Workshop on Navigating 
Ethical issues in Rehabilitation Practice.” For University of Malaysia Department of 
Rehabilitation Medicine (Kuala Lumpur), 7/1/24 (virtual). 

• Session I: Introduction to the workshop
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• Session II: Presentation of preliminary findings from hospital wide 
ethics survey Session III Facilitated discussion of the results 

• Session IV: Planning next steps 

• “Dignity of Risk in Rehabilitation.” For University of Malaysia Resident Teaching 
symposium. 7/4/24 (Visiting Professor-virtual). 

• Cliff B, Sinha S, Cross D, Hickey E, Kirschner K, Caskey R. “Medicaid Disenrollment 
Among Young Adults with Complex Medical Conditions: Prevalence and Variation by 
Condition and Geography.” Accepted for podium presentation in “Medicaid and 
Supportive Services: Disparities, Utilization, and Outcomes,” Academy Health Research 
Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, 6/8/25. 

• Shah R, Hickey E, Cross DA, Kirschner K, Caskey R, Cliff BQ. “Primary Care 
Clinic Capacity for Individuals with Complex Medical Conditions.” Accepted for 
podium presentation in “Enhancing Healthcare Access and Equity for Individuals 
with Disabilities,”at the Academy Health Research Meeting, Minneapolis MN, 
6/10/25. 

• Kirschner KL, Vazquez-Melendez E. “Navigating Challenging Times: Strategies 
for Communication in Healthcare.” Invited plenary talk for Group on Regional 
Medical Campus, AAMC, Kansas City, MO, 6/3/25. 

• Graves K, Xu Y, Kirschner KL. “Mapping Core Competencies on Disability for Health 
Care Education: An Institutional Snapshot.” 15th Annual Midwestern Health Humanities 
Conference. October 3, 2025 (virtual). 

• Fausone M, Kirschner KL, Tessman C. “Training health professionals to care for people 
with disabilities.” 15th annual Midwestern Medical Humanities Conference. October 3, 
2025 (virtual). 

• Kirschner KL, McCarty S. “Aging into adulthood with CP: The Good news/Bad News.” 
International Alliances of Academies of Childhood Diseases. November 7, 2025 (virtual). 

• Kirschner KL, Chicoine B, Larkin E. “Lifelong Care for People with CP: 
Conversations about Self-Determination and Decision-Making.” Grand Rounds, SRAlab, 
in partnership with Donnelley Ethics Program. 11/12/25 

• Kirschner KL, Smith PL, Cotts KG. “Disabilities and Death: It’s Complicated.” 
MacLean Ethics Series, University of Chicago Grand Rounds. 12/3/25. 

• Kirschner KL, Bullock J, Hall J. “Disability-Related Biases: Holding Ourselves 
Accountable.” ACP annual meeting, San Francisco, CA. 4/17/26. 
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