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Dear Colleagues, 

Greetings and welcome to another meaningful and ful�lling academic year. I hope your summer was 
�lled with joy and some time to rest and relax with family and friends.

�is issue of our newsletter brings you a glimpse of the multiple facets of the Department of Family 
Medicine at UIC College of Medicine. Family Medicine’s core mission, vision, values and scope of 
practice span clinical care, education, service and scholarship. We celebrate key accomplishments in 
many di�erent areas of our work, comings and goings, recognitions and awards, as well as a new 
“Spotlight on DFM Stars” series, in which you will get to know some of our faculty and sta� who 
have dedicated their professional energies to our wonderful department. 

�e past year has been particularly challenging for our department. We dealt with the loss of our 
colleague, Dr. Akuvat Suesakul. We hope to keep his memory and the legacy of his work alive 
through a new scholarship for students interested in pursuing careers in primary care geriatrics. We 
also saw several transitions as some of our longstanding colleagues retired and others moved on to 
new opportunities.  

Overall, our department is growing and thriving, with a strong focus on excellence in all the dimen-
sions of our work. We welcomed several new members to the DFM Family. We continue on with our 
e�orts in leadership, advocacy and social action to improve the health and wellbeing of our patients 
and communities; our clinicians have received record high patient satisfactions scores; our educators 
and researchers have secured signi�cant external funding; and we continue to advance science and 
scholarship around key areas in primary care and health professions education, including the health 
and wellbeing of our learners. �e list goes on. 

As Interim Head, I am honored to lead our exceptionally talented and gifted set of colleagues. I thank 
every member of the department for your hard work, service and support of our department every 
day, particularly during challenging and di�cult times. I recognize that our work cannot be accom-
plished without dedicated support from each of you. 

I hope the excellent work we did in AY 2019 will be the fuel to help us onwards in our journey in the 
new academic year. I look forward to working with everyone in Family Medicine, as well as our 
colleagues from outside the department, to continue on our positive and upward trajectory of 
excellence and innovation in clinical care, health professions education, service, research and scholar-
ship. 

�ank you DFM Family and Friends ‐ students, residents, sta� and faculty ‐ for being part of our 
community of learning and collaborative practice.

Cordially, 
Memoona Hasnain, MD MHPE PhD
Professor and Interim Head  
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Supporting Community-engaged Research, 
Scholarship and Faculty Development 

�e Department of Family Medicine is pleased to 
announce the Patrick A. Tranmer, MD, MPH, 
Fund to honor the contributions of our longtime 
Family Medicine faculty member, Dr. Patrick 
Tranmer. 

Dr. Patrick Tranmer joined the Department of 
Family Medicine in 1987, rose through the ranks 
of leadership, becoming Interim Head in 2000 
and Permanent Head in 2002; he served in that 
role until 2013.  �roughout his tenure in Family 
Medicine, Dr. Tranmer has committed himself to 
providing quality healthcare to underserved 
populations in recognition of the importance that 
healthcare plays in a wide range of social, econom-
ic and health outcomes for individuals.  Even after 
his retirement in 2016, Dr. Tranmer has been 
continually involved in leadership roles at the 
College level and is actively engaged in matters 
pertaining to the Department, as well as advocat-
ing for primary care and its crucial role in the 
community. 

In March 2019, the Department of Family 
Medicine, in conjunction with the University of 
Illinois at Chicago O�ce of Advancement, 
established the Patrick A. Tranmer, MD, MPH 
Fund to support community-engaged research, 
scholarship, and faculty development.  

You may donate online to the Department at the 
University of Illinois Foundation website.  Enter 
identi�cation number 12775313 for the Patrick 
A. Tranmer, MD, MPH Fund.  All funds will be
utilized to support and develop the next genera-
tion of Family Medicine physicians and research-
ers.

Jai Nebhrajani, MD
Clinical Informatics Fellow
Family Medicine Center

PATRICK A. TRANMER, MD, MPH
FUND WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST FACULTY AND STAFF!

Emelia ‘Mimi’ Arquilla, DO
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Mile Square Health Center - Main

Sarah Henkle, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Family Medicine Center University Village

Ashley Imburgia, PsyD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Family Medicine Center University Village

Brittani James, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Mile Square Health Center - South Shore

Neerja Joshi, MD
Academic Career Fellow
Mile Square Health Center - Main

Yvette Kimble, MSN, APN, FNP-C
Family Medicine Nurse Practitioner
UI Health Home Visits Program

Julie Loza, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Family Medicine Center University Village, UI 
Health Home Visits Program, & Mile Square 
School - Based Health Center

James Swakow, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Mile Square Health Center - Englewood

Matthew Witthaus, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Family Medicine Center University Village

Katherine Wollner, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Family Medicine Center University Village & UI Health Pilsen 
Family Health Center Lower West

Sam Fatoorehchi, MD
Academic Career Fellow
Family Medicine Center University Village

Tamira Henderson
O�ce Manager, Assistant to the Head
Department of Family Medicine Administration
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IN MEMORIAM

FACULTY AWARDS
Evelyn Figueroa, MD 
2019 STFM President’s Award

Christine Bobek, NP
Preceptor of the Year,
College of Nursing Family Medicine
APN program 

Richard Stringham, MD
2019-2020 UIC Award for
Excellence in Teaching (AET) 

Amanda Perry, MD
Department Rising Star

Augustine Sohn, MD, MPH
Department Faculty of the Year

In March 2019, we lost a valued member of the Family Medicine Team. Dr. Akuvat 
Suesakul, MD was a family physician who received medical training in his native country, 
�ailand, and later in USA. He was passionate about high-quality, patient-and family-cen-
tered care for older adults and had a special interest in providing home-based care. Dr. 
Suesakul served as the Director of UI Health Home Visits Program. Dr. Suesakul was a 
vibrant and kind person, as well as an outstanding physician, teacher, colleague and friend. 
Dr. Suesakul is survived by his wife and 5-year old daughter, Bentley. 

Dr. Suesakul exemplified compassionate care, leadership, advocacy and scholarship in 
primary care geriatrics. In June 2019, we hosted a memorial reception for Dr. Suesakul’ s 
close family and friends. To commemorate and honor the memory and contributions of 
Dr. Suesakul, the Department of Family Medicine has established The Dr. Akavut 
Suesakul Memorial Scholarship in Primary Care Geriatrics. This distinguished scholarship 
will be awarded annually to one selected UIC Medical Student between 1st and 2nd year 
of medical school. Medical students interested in careers in Family Medicine and 
Geriatrics are encouraged to apply.

Applications will open each year in the fall and the award will be announced in the spring. 
Training will be provided in the summer. The scholarship will include six weeks of 
learning experiences in interprofessional clinical work, leadership, advocacy and 
scholarship in the care of older adults.  The student selected for the Suesakul Scholarship 
will receive a $2,000 stipend as part of the award.

Akavut (Tyse) Suesakul

1981-2019



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2019!

All graduates passed their boards and landed great jobs/fellowships.

Alex Albanese, MD 
Cook County Englewood

Emma Allseits, MD 
USC HIV Fellowship

Mimi Arquilla, DO
Mile Square Health Center - Main

Hunter Holt, MD 
UCSF Primary Care 
Research Fellowship

Neerja Joshi, MD  
UIC Faculty Careers 
Fellowship - Mile Square base

Andrea Landi, MD 
Rush Geriatrics Fellowship

Madhvi Shah, MD 
Contra Costa Med Ctr Global 
Health Fellowship

James Swakow, MD
Mile Square Health Center - 
Englewood

Keralos Tawfeek, MD
Cermak Health Services (Cook 
County Jail) Urgent Care

Recruitment for the intern class of 
2020 is underway; interviews will 
be on Wednesdays from October 
through January. Notable is the 
recruitment of a 9th position for a 
new Rural Training Track -this 
person will complete their PGY2 & 
3 years in central Illinois

Residency rotation requirements 
will feature a new Addiction 
Medicine rotation with Dr. Gastala 
serving as medical director

A new student aide for the residen-
cy o�ce is starting in October 
2019

UIC FAMILY MEDICINE 
RESIDENCY UPDATES

FAMILY MEDICINE RESIDENCY

Linda K. Gunzburger Award for Excellence in 
Scholarship: Hunter Holt, MD

STFM Teacher of the Year: Alex Albanese, MD
Good Citizenship, R1: Liz Zavala, MD
Good Citizenship, R2: Megan Hatcher, MD
Good Citizenship, R3: Jim Swakow, MD

Dr. Bhrandon Harris
Inpatient Attending of the year 2018-2019

Dr. Brian Dudkiewicz
Outpatient Preceptor of the Year 2018-2019

RESIDENCY AWARDS

Dan Mihailescu, MD
Specialty Attending Teacher of the Year 
2018-2019

Gillian Eastman MD
FCMC Attending Teacher of the Year 2018-2019

Debra Gilmore
Mile Square Support Sta� of the Year 
2018-2019

Elvira Aguayo
UV Support Sta� of the Year 2018-2019
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colleague, Dr. Akuvat Suesakul. We hope to keep his memory and the legacy of his work alive 
through a new scholarship for students interested in pursuing careers in primary care geriatrics. We 
also saw several transitions as some of our longstanding colleagues retired and others moved on to 
new opportunities.  

Overall, our department is growing and thriving, with a strong focus on excellence in all the dimen-
sions of our work. We welcomed several new members to the DFM Family. We continue on with our 
e�orts in leadership, advocacy and social action to improve the health and wellbeing of our patients 
and communities; our clinicians have received record high patient satisfactions scores; our educators 
and researchers have secured signi�cant external funding; and we continue to advance science and 
scholarship around key areas in primary care and health professions education, including the health 
and wellbeing of our learners. �e list goes on. 

As Interim Head, I am honored to lead our exceptionally talented and gifted set of colleagues. I thank 
every member of the department for your hard work, service and support of our department every 
day, particularly during challenging and di�cult times. I recognize that our work cannot be accom-
plished without dedicated support from each of you. 

I hope the excellent work we did in AY 2019 will be the fuel to help us onwards in our journey in the 
new academic year. I look forward to working with everyone in Family Medicine, as well as our 
colleagues from outside the department, to continue on our positive and upward trajectory of 
excellence and innovation in clinical care, health professions education, service, research and scholar-
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�ank you DFM Family and Friends ‐ students, residents, sta� and faculty ‐ for being part of our 
community of learning and collaborative practice.

Cordially, 
Memoona Hasnain, MD MHPE PhD
Professor and Interim Head  

WELCOME RESIDENCY CLASS OF 2022!

Julia Baird
University of Chicago
Pritzker School of Medicine

Darcie Barton
Michigan State University
School of Osteopathic Medicine

Sara Diaz
Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine

Belsy Garcia Manrique
Loyola University 
Stricht School of Medicine

Jenna Krueger
University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine & Public Health

Paul Leo
Je�erson University
Sidney Kimmel Medical College

Natasha Miller
Loyola University 
Stricht School of Medicine

Antoinette Price
University of Illinois
College of Medicine

RESIDENCY RETREAT
AUGUST 28, 2019
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The Family Medicine Interest Group

�e Family Medicine Interest Group (FMIG) provides a forum for students interested in family medicine.  
�is is a student-run group that has oversight by faculty advisors. �rough this group, students cultivate their 
interests and leadership potential, get involved in community service and mentoring activities, and focus on 
their future as family physicians.

Family Medicine Interest Group Board Members (L to R): Diana Rapolti, Josette Kamel,
Haley Kittle, Landan Banks, Divya Surabhi and Andy Rapoport

M2 Exposure: �is fall FMIG is 
hosting its annual M2 Exposure 
experience. M2 students will shadow 
attending physicians and residents in 
the outpatient family medicine setting 
to gain a better understanding of the 
specialty of family medicine and their 
professional strengths and interests.

FMIG board members can be reached 
at: fmig.uicom@gmail.com

FAMILY MEDICINE CLERKSHIP
Nutrition Workshops 

�e Medical Education faculty and sta� partnered with the Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition to 
develop an exciting learning opportunity for the Clerkship students over the summer. �e dietician students 
lead the medical students with interactive seminars focusing on medical nutrition therapy. Students received 
case studies and used the food lab to prepare dishes for the di�erent medical conditions. 

Procedure Workshops 

Medical students participated in di�erent procedure workshops through the summer taught by DFM faculty 
and residents. �ey learned about suturing, joint injection techniques, and IUD insertions during procedure 
labs using physical models.  

STUDENT EDUCATION
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Family Medicine Partners with Department of Disability 
and Human Development (DHD) to Expand Disability 
Training for Medical Students

�ere is a shortage of medical professionals who are equipped to meet the needs of patients with intellectual 
and/or developmental disabilities (IDD). In part, this is because very few academic programs include 
training about patients with IDD in their curriculums, so students who become providers often report 
being uncomfortable serving this community. 

For the past eight years, two UIC faculty members - DFM Associate Director of Medical Student Educa-
tion, Maureen Gecht-Silver, OTD, MPH, OTR/L and Department of Disability and Human Development 
(DHD) Research Associate Professor, Kiyoshi Yamaki, PhD - have addressed this problem by educating 
third-year students through an elective o�ering during the Family Medicine Clerkship.  Participating 
medical students go on multiple site visits to UCP Seguin, a community-based service provider, where they 
speak with adults with IDD and learn about their health concerns.  �ey develop and present an education 
program for people served by UCP Seguin addressing their expressed health concerns.  

University of Chicago, Northwestern University, Southern Illinois University, as well as the Illinois Leader-
ship Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities (LEND) program.

Drs. Yamaki and Gecht-Silver have worked together to use the new funding to expand the current elective 
for UIC Medical Students.  Students will learn about the rights of patients with IDD, disability etiquette. 
Dr. Samuel Grief (DFM) and Dr. Kruti Acharya (LEND/DHD) will provide instruction to assist students 
in addressing clinical issues experienced by providers working with people with IDD.    

Beyond pre-service training, Dr. Yamaki plans to establish a network of university programs that can 
continue to collaborate and contribute to a repository of instructional resources about healthcare provision 
for the IDD community. With these tools, a new generation of healthcare providers can facilitate better 
access and health outcomes for people with IDD. 

For questions about the program, please contact: mgecht@uic.edu

Student participants have expressed that this course 
profoundly impacted their perspectives and comfort 
relating to people with intellectual and developmental 
disability. One student stated, “I realized the importance 
of education in helping people with disabilities and the 
true harm of ignorance.” 

In 2019, Dr. Yamaki was awarded a grant from the Illinois 
Council on Developmental Disabilities to expand this 
work and provide pre-service training to over 500 medical 
and health professional students in and beyond Chicago. 
As a result, IDD-speci�c training is being embedded  
within the curriculum of medical programs at UIC,

Photo caption: Dr. Yamaki (left) and Dr. Gecht (right) stand with a cohort 
of UIC third-year medical students
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PATIENT-CENTERED MEDICINE (PCM) SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Building the Health Workforce and Healthy Communities through 
Campus-Community Partnerships in Care, Compassion and Collaboration

We welcomed the new M1 Scholars - Class of 2022. A 
series of Lunch & Learn discussion seminars were 
integrated with M1 PCM Scholars’ clinical experiences. 
Dr. Richard Stringham, Dr. Mark Potter and Dr. Chris-
tina Wells led guided discussions designed to help 
medical students start thinking about di�erent approach-
es to patient-centered care, analyze and discuss methods 
of communication with diverse patient populations, and 
recognize the relationship between patient-centered care 
and evidence-based medicine, as well as the importance 
of primary care as a strong foundation for sound health 
systems. 

�e Service Learning Program (SLP) for 2nd year medical 
students, and the Interprofessional Approaches to Health 
Disparities (IAHD) course, which engages scholars from 
multiple professions - Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and Public 
Health – continued to partner with Chicago-based community 
agencies serving vulnerable populations. Scholars and faculty 
teams engaging in team didactics and experiential learning 
activities, including mentored community‐based participatory 
research (CBPR) and quality improvement (QI) projects. All 
IAHD teams developed and carried out CBPR projects.

In line with our Education in Action philosophy and creating and sustaining educational opportunities to build the 
health workforce and build health communities, UIC College of Medicine’s Patient-centered Medicine (PCM) 
Scholars Program continues to grow and �ourish. �e program emphasizes the provision of patient-centered care for 
underserved and vulnerable populations. Program focus areas include: Geriatrics, HIV/AIDS, Homelessness, Immi-
grant & Refugee Health, Incarcerated Populations and Intimate Partner Violence. 

We completed another successful program year which was full of activities. Below are selected highlights

Program seminar series continues to bring experts in health disparities to the program to help train our students about 
special considerations in working with vulnerable populations, understanding resources and services available in the 
community, and interprofessional approaches to community based‐participatory research, advocacy and action to 
promote social change and public policy. Joshua A. Smith, UICOM medical student and Co-founder of the Chicago 
Street Medicine Program, discussed approaches to care for the homeless population; Sheela Raja, PhD, discussed 
trauma informed medical care; Nicole Gastala, MD, discussed the opioid epidemic; Valerie Gruss, PhD, APN, 
CNP-BC, FAAN, discussed how to provide care for geriatric patients; Cecilia Hardacker, MSN, RN, CNL, discussed 
patient-centered approaches to provide care for LGBTQ populations; and Sonia Oyola, MD, discussed ways to support 
and care for survivors of intimate partner violence.
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IAHD Immigrant & Refugee Health 
Concentration Scholars organized and 
carried out a community health fair to 
benefit the Syrian Refugee Community 
at the Mecca Center, Willowbrook. The 
health fair focused on nutrition, diabe-
tes, blood pressure, smoking cessation 
and mental health. 

A subset of PCM Scholars participate in 
the Education Centered Medical Home 
(ECMH) track, developed in conjunc-
tion with National Collaborative for 
Education to Address the Social Deter-
minants of Health (NCEAS) at the 
Feinberg School of Medicine, through a 
HRSA grant #UH1HP29963. Students 
work in teams and see patients together 
in clinic, with M1/M2 students paired 
with an M3 or M4 student for each 

ECMH Faculty Preceptors and Scholars 

session. Students learn about primary care focused clinical care, continuity 
of care for patients, as well as continuity of learning with peer-to-peer 
teaching opportunities.

In April, SLP, IAHD and ECMH Scholars presented their work at the 
end-of-program Showcase. Mark I. Rosenblatt, MD, PhD, MBA Dean of 
the University of Illinois College of Medicine presented introductory 
remarks. David Ansal, MD, MPH, Professor of Internal Medicine and 
Senior Vice President/Associate Provost for Community Health Equity at 
Rush University Medical Center in Chicago and author of “�e Death 
Gap: How Inequality Kills” was our guest speaker. 

Congratulations to all the Scholars for carrying out meaningful communi-
ty‐engaged participatory advocacy, action and scholarship that positively 
in�uences the lives of vulnerable and underserved individuals and builds 
healthier communities. Our program evaluation indicates that learners view 
the learning experience very positively.

PCM SCHOLARS PROGRAM

LEARNER QUOTES:

“PCM had the biggest impact on me in regards to getting to know a patient and what that patient goes through in the 
course of their care...I think this understanding will make me a more compassionate physician that values the time that I 
get with my patients more, and try to use it in the best possible way for them.”

“�is program has enriched my appreciation for the patient’s background, lifestyle and living conditions and the way all of 
these factors impact his/her ability to take care of his/her health…I also received an introduction to the way that doctors 
think. I will take both of these important things with me into my practice.”

“I absolutely love all the topics that we are learning about. It’s interesting, especially when we discuss healthcare as a whole 
at a level that is higher than each of our professions. I feel that I am learning a tremendous amount, not just about geriat-
rics, but also about the healthcare system. �e Scholars Program fosters a fantastic learning environment that is driven by 
the students’ interests and their eagerness to learn. �e learning experience through this program is not something that I 
have seen in my regular coursework at the College of Pharmacy, and I am very grateful to be a part of this experience.”

“�is program has really helped me to learn more about how to be a patient advocate.”
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PCM SCHOLARS PROGRAM

2018-2019 PCM M1 Faculty Preceptors: Maria Albright, MD; Gillian Eastman, MD; Evelyn Figueroa, 
MD; Samuel Grief, MD; Sagina Hanjrah, MD; Bhrandon Harris, MD; Keia Hobbs, MD; Matthew Johnson, 
MD, MBA; Ariel Leifer, MD; Julie Loza, MD; Katya Cruz Madrid, MD; Todd Ochs, MD; Laura Amanda 
Perry, MD; Mark Potter, MD; Nimmi Rajagopal, MD; Glenda Rios, MD; Nathan Stackhouse, MD; Maura 
Stefko, MD; Richard Stringham, MD; Christina Wells, MD

2018-2019 SLP-IAHD Faculty: Susan Altfeld, MA, PhD; Valerie Gruss, PhD, APN, CNP-BC; Memoona 
Hasnain, MD, MPHE, PHD; Keia Hobbs, MD; Jennie Jarret, PharmD; Mike Koronkowski, PharmD; Sonia 
Oyola, MD; Laura Amanda Perry, MD; Nimmi Rajagopal, MD; Griselle Torres, DrPH, MPH, MSW; Patrick 
Tranmer, MD, MPH

ECMH Faculty: Nimmi Rajagopal, MD; Jessica Richardson, MD; Christine Neeb, MD; Raymond Curry, 
MD; Memoona Hasnain, MD, MHPE, PhD; Daniel Evans, MD (Northwestern University)

Program Sta�: Kanwal Haque, MPH; Turiya Ingram, BFA.

Looking to the Future: We are excited to announce that we have expanded the IAHD program to welcome 
the College of Dentistry for the new academic year. In addition, a new concentration “Incarcerated Popula-
tions,” has been added in partnership with our newest community partner, Juvenile Cook County Detention 
Center. Welcome to new SLP-IAHD faculty leaders: Dr. Sarah Henkle (Family Medicine); Dr. Patrick Dean 
Smith (College of Dentistry); and Dr. Susan Walsh (College of Nursing).

To learn more please visit: Patient-centered Medicine (PCM) Scholars Program; Transforming Health Dispari-
ties through Interprofessional Education

April 2019 Showcase

Acknowledgements: �e success of the program 
re�ects the hard work and commitment of a team of 
dedicated faculty and sta�, motivated students, and 
committed community partners. We gratefully 
acknowledge the contributions of our scholars, 
community partners, faculty and sta�

 Community Partners: Connections for Abused 
Women and their Children (CAWC); H.O.M.E. 
Housing Opportunities and Maintenance for the 
Elderly; Lincoln Park Community Shelter; Project 
Vida; Syrian Community Network (SCN); Juvenile 
Cook County Detention Center..
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SCHOLARS AND LEADERS IN
INTERPROFESSIONAL GERIATRICS (SLIG)
Building the Interprofessional Primary Care Health Workforce to 
Care for Older Adults

ENGAGE‐IL Scholars and Leaders in Interprofessional Geriatrics (SLIG) course ran successfully from June 
25, 2019 ‐ August 2, 2019. �e ENGAGE‐IL‐SLIG course has been o�ered annually since 2015. �e 
course supports collaborative learning and preparation of the future primary care geriatrics workforce in 
highly functioning interprofessional teams, developing a cadre of scholars, leaders, advocates and changes 
agents who will optimize the health of older adults. �is year, 12 scholars from six professions ‐ Medicine, 
Nursing, Applied Health Sciences (Nutrition), Pharmacy, Social Work and Public Health ‐ participated in 
the course. Students engaged in a variety of experiential and didactic learning activities and presented their 
�nal scholarly papers on Friday Aug 2nd.

SLIG Faculty include [pictured from left]: Micahel Koronkowski, PharmD; 
Barbara Coats, PhD; Susan Altfeld, MA, PhD; Memoona Hasnain, MD, 
MHPE, PhD; Valerie Gruss, PhD, APN, CNP‐BC, FAAN; and Elizabeth 
Peterson, PhD, OTR/L, FAO‐ TA.

SLIG is part of UIC’s ENGAGE‐IL HRSA 
Geriatric Workforce Enhancement Program 
(GWEP), Led by Co-Project Directors: Dr. 
Valerie Gruss and Dr. Memoona Hasnain; the 
project is supported by HRSA grant # 
U1QHP287300302.

To learn more, please visit: http://engageil.com
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�e Mission of the Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS), sponsored by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation, is to 
recognize individuals who practice humanistic patient care and who can serve as role models, mentors, and leaders 
in medicine. �e power of the Society lies in bringing together like-minded individuals to sustain their own 
humanism and to inspire and nurture humanism in others. Since 2004, the University of Illinois College of Medi-
cine at Chicago has established a local chapter of this national honor society in order to recognize outstanding 
humanistic activity among students. �e GHHS is co‐chaired by Dr. Memoona Hasnain and Dr. Sean Blitzstein. 

Membership in GHHS goes beyond selection and induction into an honor society; its members have demonstrated 
compassion, empathy and humanism in their prior work and have a responsibility to model, support, and advocate 
for compassionate, patient-centered care throughout their careers Students are selected for membership in the Gold 
Humanism Honor Society at the end of their M3 year, when they have had su�cient opportunity to distinguish 
themselves through public service, leadership and patient contact through their clerkships. GHHS members partic-
ipate in leadership activities in their M4 year, celebrating the national solidarity week in mid-February.  

KEEPING HUMANISM AND EMPATHY ALIVE IN MEDICINE  
Chicago Gold Humanism Honor Society Updates 

Class of 2019 Induction Ceremony - May 8, 2019 

Moriyike Akinosun, Amanda Bailey, Rachel Bervell, Pradhan Bhat, 
Gianna Bosco, Camila Castellanos, Pyone David, Tegan Gomez, 
Andrew Gorton, Natalia Hajnas, Andrew Harkins, Alessandra Hirsch, 
Lih-Chiao Hsu, Yu-Hui Huang, Asia Jaros, Prateek Kumar, Mary 
McGlynn, Antoinette Price, Hilary Renaldy, Iyesha Robinson, Isabelle 
Sanchez, Kevin Shi, James Stinson, Gwyneth Sullivan, Sumana Vard-
han, Benjamin Vazquez, Anne Williams Darrow, Gardner Yost  

�is year UICOM GHHS established two new awards to recognize 
and honor the work of faculty and residents who exhibit the values of 
the Arthur P. Gold Foundation as well as the speci�c goals of the 
GHHS chapter of UIC. Awardees exemplify the practice of approach-
ing his, her or their �eld with humanism and empathy, inspiring others 
towards a humanistic approach to medicine.  

2019 Inaugural Faculty Award - Dr. Ananya Gangopadhyaya, Assis-
tant Professor of Clinical Medicine, Academic Internal Medicine, 
Department of Medicine, UICOM 

2019 GHHS Resident Award - Dr. Elizabeth Zavala, Resident Physi-
cian, Department of Family Medicine, UICOM 

Class of 2020 GHHS Members were selected in summer 2019 and joined faculty in welcoming the Class of 2023 at 
the White Coat Ceremony in August 2019.
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ENGAGE-IL 2.0 GERIATRIC WORKFORCE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (GWEP)
Building Age-Friendly Health Systems and Dementia-Friendly Communities

�e number of older Americans, ages 65 years and above, is projected to more than double from 46 million in 2014 
to 98 million by 2060. Despite these projections, the number of health professionals trained to address the needs of 
this population is declining and a shortage has been projected across the country by 2025. To address this health 
workforce gap, there is an imminent need for enhanced geriatric training across health professions, and a growing 
body of evidence supports the value of interprofessional education and collaborative practice.

In 2015, the Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) awarded UIC a $3.2 million Geriatrics Work-
force Enhancement Program grant to GWEP Co-Directors,  Dr. Valerie Gruss and Dr. Memoona Hasnain to 
develop and implement a project (ENGAGE‐IL: ENhancement of Geriatric Care for All through TraininG and 
Empowerment: An InterprofessionaL Imperative) focusing on education and training of healthcare professionals to 
meet the needs of older adults, including education and training on Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. In 
July 2019, Drs. Gruss and Hasnain were awarded a new $3.75 million HRSA GWEP grant # U1QHP287300400 
to continue and expand upon Engage-IL programs. �e new project ENGAGE-IL 2.0 - Building Age-Friendly 
Health Systems & Workforce builds upon the Co-Project Directors’ established interprofessional health professions 
education and collaborative community partnerships programs, transforming primary care environments into 
Age-Friendly Systems and establish Dementia-Friendly Communities.

Engage-IL 2.0 includes nine programs Building Age-Friendly Health Systems and Demen-
tia-Friendly Communities is a top priority for 
Engage-IL 2.0. Drs. Gruss and Hasnain, along 
with their project team, have created programs to 
address the needs of extremely vulnerable older 
adults—persons with dementia residing in 
inner-city high-rise buildings and older adult 
inmate prison populations through prison sta� 
dementia training. We are using mobile app 
health technology to educate communities about 
Alzheimer’s disease (Dementia Guide Expert, 

mobile app). Engage-IL 2.0 also delivers community-based wellness education programs improving safety 
and quality for individuals, patients, families, and caregivers, providing the knowledge and disease awareness 
through Health Fair screenings. �e program also trains community pharmacists to deliver an opioid awareness 
program to meet older adults. Engage-IL 2.0 continues to educate and train interprofessional health care 
workforce, clinicians, residents, fellows, faculty, and direct care workers, through online training modules that 
integrate geriatrics into primary care and prepare clinicians to work interprofessional IP teams, resulting in 
positive practice changes. �e program also provides training for interprofessional health science students about 
primary care geriatrics and working e�ectively in interprofessional collaborative teams.

To learn more, please visit http://engageil.com/  

RESEARCH & SCHOLARSHIP
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DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY MEDICINE
12TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DAY
May 29th, 2019

Please see following page for a look at the program. All presentations and posters can be found here.

Advancing Health Equity, Innovation and Inquiry in Clinical Care,
Education, Service and Scholarship

Faculty, residents, students and sta� gathered on May 
29th, 2019 for the Department of Family Medicine’s 
12th annual Scholarship Day. We learned about our 
colleagues’ scholarly works, both complete and in 
progress, and lively Q&A sparked ideas for building and 
expanding on current initiatives for the future. �e 
event commenced with an introduction by Dr. Memoo-
na Hasnain, followed by resident presentations focusing 
on better health through clinical care and education. 
Jerry A. Krishnan, MD, PhD, Professor and Associate 
Vice Chancellor for Population Health Sciences at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, presented the Keynote 
Address, “Era of Relevant Research is Here”. �e event included DFM Scholarship updates and poster presenta-
tions by faculty, residents and students.  

Congratulations to all of the presenters. A special thank you to Dr. Krishnan for joining us as our keynote 
speaker. �anks to our moderators, Dr. Evelyn Figueroa and Dr. Adrienne Williams; and to Kanwal Haque and 
Tamira Henderson for helping organize the Scholarship Day. 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
SOCIAL SERVICES FOR OLDER ADULTS 

�e University of Illinois at Chicago and the Chicago & Shanghai Social Services Exchange held a sympo-
sium at UIC in August 2018 on community-based interprofessional care and health services for older 
adults. �e symposium showcased global best practices and lessons learned in optimizing health and 
well-being of older adults in the U.S. and China, with a special focus on the sister cities of Chicago and 
Shanghai.  

UIC symposium co-chairs: Dr. Memoona Hasnain, UIC College of Medicine; Valerie Gruss, UIC College 
of Nursing, and Naoko Muramatsu, UIC School of Public Health. 

In addition to the Shanghai delegation, speakers included:  

�eresa Mah, 2nd District, state 
representative, Illinois House of 
Representatives 
Lisa Kohnke, Director of Strategic 
Partnerships and Global A�airs, 
City of Chicago 
Neal R. McCrillis, Vice Provost for 
Global Engagement, UIC 
Dr. �omas Cornwell, Director, 
Home-Centered Care Institute; 
Advisor, UI Health Home Visits 
Program

In 2014, the Shanghai Civil A�airs Bureau reached out internationally for ideas and approached Chicago 
Sister Cities International (CSCI), requesting an exchange focused on aging services. Chicago is one of 
Shanghai’s sister cities, and the CSCI nonpro�t manages citizen diplomacy for Chicago. �e Chica-
go-Shanghai Sister Cities Exchange is the �rst of the sister cities to focus on social service approaches to 
older adults. �e Chinese American Service League, a local agency providing aging services in Chicago’s 
Chinatown, along with CSCI sta� and its China committee, invited interested experts in aging and 
formed the CSCI Shanghai/Chicago Social Service Exchange Committee. �e �rst delegation from 
Shanghai visited Chicago in 2014. �e following year, a delegation from Chicago traveled to Shanghai, 
establishing a yearly exchange.  

Drs. Hasnain and Gruss were selected as Chicago-Sister Cities Program Delegates to Shanghai in 2016. 
Read more about their visit here: Aging Services Go Global—from Shanghai to Chicago and Back.
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*Abraham, J., Jaros, J., Ihianle, I., Kochendorfer, K. & Kannampallil, T. (2019). Impact of EHR-based
Rounding Tools on Interactive Communication: A Prospective Observational Study. International Journal
of Medical Informatics, 129, 423-429. 

Figueroa, E. (2019, May 30). STFM Is My Most Precious Membership [Blog post]. 

*Gecht-Silver, M.R., & Duncombe, A.M. (2019). Overview of Joint Protection. In M.R. Curtis (Ed.),
UpToDate.

*Gecht-Silver, M.R., & Duncombe, A.M. (2019). Joint Protection Program for the Neck. In M.R. Curtis
(Ed.), UpToDate.

Grace, A. J. & Williams, A. A. (2019). “I’m Gonna Spec Her...”: Addressing Hierarchical Language in 
Medical Education. Grand Rounds: Newsletter of the Association of Psychologists in Academic Health Centers, 
6(1), 6-8. 

*Grief, S.N. & Waterman, M. (2019). Approach to Obesity Management in the Primary Care Setting.
Journal of Obesity and Weight-loss Medication, 5(1), 1-8.

*Grief, S.N. &Miller, J.P. (2019). Infectious Disease Issues in Underserved Populations. Physician Assistant
Clinics, 4I (1), 107-125.

Grief, S.N. (2019, January 11). Is it “Just a Cold”?. Retrieved from familydoctor.org.    

Grief, S.N. (2019). Food Allergies: A Complete Guide for Eating When Your Life Depends on It [Review 
of the book Food Allergies: A Complete Guide for Eating When Your Life Depends on It by S.H. Sicherer 

Hasnain, M. (2019, August 29). Transforming Health Disparities through Interprofessional Education. 
[Blog post]. 

 Jarrett, J.B., Antoun, A. & Hasnain, M. (2019). Entrustable Professional Activity Utilization: A CERA 
Study of Family Medicine Residency Program Directors. Family Medicine. Jun;51(6):471-476. doi: 
10.22454/FamMed.2019.876961. Epub 2019 Apr 23. 

*Khusid, M. A., Stern, E. L., & Reed, K. (2019). Use of Complementary and Integrative Health for
Chronic Pain Management. In Veteran Psychiatry in the US (pp. 191-209). Springer, Cham.

PUBLICATIONS
[*peer reviewed]
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*Kottorp, A., Keehn, M., Hasnain, M., Gruss, V. & Peterson, E. (2018). Instrument Re�nement for Mea-
suring Self-E�cacy for Competence in Interprofessional Collaborative Practice: Development and Psycho-
metric Analysis of IPECC-SET 27 and IPECC-SET 9. Journal of Interprofessional Care, 1-10.

*McGarth, K., Rague, A., �esing, C., Collins, E., Seecof, O. & Liantonio, J. (2019). Migraine: Expanding
our Tx Arsenal. Journal of Family Practice, 68(1), 10-14, 16-24.

*Rahman, R., Clark, M.D., Collins, Z., Traore, F., Dioukhane, E.M., �iam, H., Ndiaye, Y., De Jesus,
E.L., Danfakha, N., Peters, K.E., Komarek, T., Linn, A.M., Linn, P.E., Wallner, K.E., Charles, M., Hasnain,
M., Peterson, C.E. & Dykens, J.A. (2019). Cervical Cancer Screening Decentralized Policy Adaptation: An
African Rural-context-speci�c Systematic Literature Review. Global Health Action, 12(1).

*Sefton, M. & Hasnain, M. (2018). TIPS for Preceptors Facilitating Interprofessional Community-Based
Clinical Experiences. Nurse Educator, 44(3), 122-124.

*Selvaraj, K., Ruiz, M. J., Aschkenasy, J., Chang, J. D., Heard, A., Minier, M., Osta, A.D., Pavelack, M.,
Samelson, M., Schwartz, A., Seo-Lee, A., Sonu, S., Stillerman, A. & Scotellaro, M. A. (2019). Screening for
Toxic Stress Risk Factors at Well-Child Visits: �e Addressing Social Key Questions for Health Study. �e
Journal of Pediatrics, 205, 244-249. 

*Stillerman, A. (2018). Childhood Adversity & Lifelong Health: From Research to Action. �e Journal of
Family Practice, 67(11), 690-699.

*Taw�k, A. & Kochendorfer, K. (2019). Implementation of Semantic Search to Support Clinical Deci-
sion-Making. In Human Performance Technology: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications (pp.
966-979). IGI Global.

*Yukowsky, R., Hyderi, A., Holden, J., Kiser, R., Stringham, R., Gangopadhyaya, A., Khan, A. & Park, Y.S.
(2019).  Can Non-Clinician Raters Be Trained to Assess Clinical Reasoning in Post-Encounter Patient
Notes?. Academic Medicine. Advance online publication.

*Wells, C.D. & Joo, M.J. (2019). COPD and Asthma: Diagnostic Accuracy Requires Spirometry. Journal of
Family Practice, 68(2), 76-81.

*Williams, A.A. (2019). �e Next Step in Integrated Care: Universal Primary Mental Health Providers.
Journal of Clinical Psychology in Medical Settings, 1-12.

Williams, A.A. (2019, September 15). A Plan to Improve Integrated Care. [Blog post].  

List of additional DFM Publications is available here. 
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NEW GRANTS 

UI-TEAM: Utilizing Interdisciplinary Training to Educate and Increase Access to MAT 
Funded by: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
September 30, 2019 – September 29, 2022 
Messmer, S. (PI), Gastala, N. (Co-PI), Jarrett, J. (Co-PI) & Williams, A. (Co-I) 

Managing Opioid Use Disorder in Cancer Patients: Co-managing Pain and Addiction 
Funded by: �e Coleman Foundation  
September 15, 2019 – September 14, 2021 
Gastala, N. (Co-PI) & Jarrett, J. (Co-I) 

Midwest AIDS Training + Education Center (MATEC) 
Funded by: Health Resources and Services Administration  
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2024  
Rivero, R. (PI)   

ENGAGE-IL 2.0 - Building Age-Friendly Health Systems & Workforce 
Funded by: Health Resources and Services Administration, HRSA Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement 
Program 
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2024 
Gruss, V. (PI) & Hasnain, M. (Co-PI) 

Optimizing Well-being of University of Illinois Future Physicians: “Wellness First” 
Funded by: Tom C. Reeves Memorial Grant UI COM 
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
Fox (Co-PI), Hasnain, M. (Co-PI), & Soares (Co-PI) 

Integrating Contextual Factors into Clinical Decision Support to Reduce Contextual Error and 
Improve Outcomes in Ambulatory Care 
Funded by: U.S Department of Health and Human Services 
May 1, 2019 – April 30, 2020 
Weiner, S. (PI), Galanter, W. (Co-I), Kannampallil, T. (Co-I), Kochendorfer, K. (Co-I), Schwartz, A. 
(Co-I) 

Strengthening High Impact Prevention in the Midwest 
Funded by: AIDS United 
April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2024 
Rivero, R. (PI) 

18



Ryan White Part B Education and Training (MATEC) 
Funded by: Illinois Department of Public Health 
April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020 
Jones, S. (PI) 

Ryan White Part A Education and Training on Getting to Zero (MATEC) 
Funded by: Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago 
March 1, 2019 – August 31, 2019 
Jones, S. (PI) 

Optimizing the Health of Home-bound Patients through Interprofessional Patient- and Family- 
centered Care 
Funded by: Home Centered Care Institute 
December 1, 2018 – November 30, 2019 
Hasnain, M. (PI), Gruss, V., Perry, L., Suesakul, A. (Co-Investigators) 

Integrating the National HIV Curriculum e-Learning Platform into Health Care Provider Profes-
sional Education 
Funded by: Health Resources and Services Administration 
September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2022 
Rivero, R. (PI), Patel, M. (Co-PI), Pierre, N. (Co-I) & Max, B. (Co-I) 

Midwest Fellowship for Primary Care Champions (MFPCC) 
Funded by: Health Resources and Services Administration 
September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2023 
Rivero, R. (PI), Figueroa, E. (Co-I), Hasnain, M. (Co-I) & Potter, M. (Co-I) 

List of additional DFM funded grants is available here. 

NEW GRANTS 
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CLINICAL UPDATES

We have had a busy year at the Family Medicine Clinics working on many ways to improve the quality of care for 
our patients. 

Improvements in patient scheduling and decreasing call volume from the call center 
We have completed the Service Level Access Agreement project with the help of Huron Consultants. �is project 
updated the call center script for scheduling, streamlined appointment types and created guidelines for managing 
acute care calls from patients. �e ability of call center nurses to triage patients directly to the ER or same day 
appointments has allowed our nurses to focus on patient care in the clinic.  

Multidisciplinary Care 
We have continued to expand the range of services provided directly at UV clinic. We now have OT, embedded 
psychiatry residents available for consult, a lactation consultant and nutritionists. 

Focus on patient safety and satisfaction 
Support sta� completed a series of mini-retreats and workshops to work on team communication, establishing trust 
and teamwork and learning how to implement the UIH care behaviors even in di�cult situations.

Congratulations to Amalia Alvarez,
Award of Merit Recipient! 

�e Award of Merit recognizes outstanding Academic Professionals and 
Civil Service employees. It is a university-wide honor available to UIC 
campus sta� who exhibit service, commitment, and dedication. We are so 
lucky to have her at UV clinic.   
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UI HEALTH PILSEN FOOD PANTRY 

�e UI Health Pilsen Food Pantry continues to grow and �ourish. Every week, we process and distribute over 
9000 pounds of food into the hands of hungry families. Please keep screening for food insecurity and sending 
families in need our way. �e pantry serves around 700 families a month and reached its 10,000th client in 
June. Our pantry manager, Cici Leon, is celebrating her 1-year pantry anniversary.  Sustaining our operations 
takes 7-days a week volunteer e�orts, immense inventory management, and a lot of fundraising. We hope we 
can count on you and your network! 

MEDIA & NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

• �e Pantry was featured on Chicago Tonight on 8/28/19. �e 5 minute can be viewed at:
https://news.wttw.com/2019/08/28/pantry-pilsen-health-center-takes-aim-food-insecurity

• �e Pantry is now hosting the Pilsen Free Little Library. Child academic attainment is directly correlated
with book ownership; this is a large predictor of upward mobility and high school graduation. Free books
for people of all ages are available during pantry operational hours. More information can be found at
www.�gueroawufamilyfoundation.com/pilsen-little-free-library

• New student advocacy rotation - building on the social health inventory framework, students have been
in the clinic to do social health inventories. �eir rotation is a combination of community engagement,
community exploration, service, and patient interviews. If you have socially-minded learners, please send
them to Evelyn Figueroa (e�gue@uic.edu).  Pre- and post- burnout surveys are being collected and weekly
re�ections monitor their progress.
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FUNDRAISING & GRANTS 

• �e Pantry was awarded a SNAP training grant - this will allow training of a group of UIC
undergrad, medical, and nutrition students to o�er on-site SNAP application assistance hand help
connect food insecure families to healthier food options. Food insecurity is linked to many adverse
social and health outcomes, ranging from increased risk of developing  diabetes to anxiety to behavioral
issues.

• �e Pantry was awarded a $5000 CHIditarod grant for the second year in a row!

• �e Pantry earned nearly $5000 in September through the Hunger Walk and Chipotle fundraisers.
�ank you, friends, for all your support!

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• �e Pantry hosted its second annual Fall Fest for the kids in the community on October
26th! Free face painting, pumpkin carving, and a bouncy house were o�ered for any child who
comes. Costumes encouraged.

• An all-day music festival and silent auction, Day of the Dowd, will be held on November 9th in
Berwyn, IL. �is event is being organized by local drummer Gerald Dowd and 100% of proceeds will
go to the Pilsen Food Pantry. Tickets ($30 for adults, $15 for children) may be purchased online at
http://www.�tzgeraldsnightclub.com/events/view/Day-of-the-Dowd-2-2

• A Bulls game outing to bene�t the Pantry will be planned for January or February; more info to
come!
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What brought you to DFM and how long have you been here?  
I came to DFM in January 2002 from the College of Nursing. I was looking for a 
position where I could be involved in providing high quality patient care.  My goal is 
to set a clinic environment that promotes well-being for patients, sta� and clinicians.  
Having access to great health care should not be complicated. My role as the clinic 
director is to ensure that patients receive a positive experience at every visit; whether 
it’s just scheduling a sooner appointment or helping with billing questions. I’ve been 
in the department for 17 years and have enjoyed my roles as Project Coordinator, 
Assistant Director of Physician Practice and Director of Clinical Operations.   

What are some of your most cherished professional accomplishments? 
�ey include starting at UIC 21 years ago in the Department of General Internal 
Medicine, then to Internal Medicine, now Family Medicine. My leadership skills have 
enabled me to motivate and empower support sta� so that they are able to enjoy their 
work and give excellent service to our patients. I continue to work on improving clinic 
�ow and decreasing de�ciencies within the clinic to improve patient satisfaction. As a 
leader in DFM, I feel my role is to lead by example and improve employee engage-
ment, so that sta� feel empowered and they will give back 100% to our patients.    

What do you enjoy most in your professional work?  
What brings you joy? 
I enjoy when patients feel that I’ve played a part in giving 
them an excellent patient experience. I enjoy being able 
to do service recovery for a patient with a billing or 
scheduling concern. I am able to take these small things 
o� their minds and they can concentrate on getting well.
I go above and beyond to help every patient to the best
of my ability. My mother is my WHY; she fought so hard
to beat cancer and never treated people mean, she had a
humble soul, even on her bad days she never complained.
I come to work every day to do my part to ensure that
patients are given the care that they deserve. �ere are
days that I feel defeated but I work even longer hours
and come back because I know I can help someone else
have a better day. I will always show compassion because
you never know what someone is going through.

Tell us a bit about your family. 
I am the youngest of eight (six sisters and one brother). 
My siblings and I are not close in age, so I grew up with 
my nieces and nephews who are my age. My parents were 
married 56 years. I have one son, Kendall, who is 18 and 
in his 1st year of college.

What are your hobbies? 
I enjoy taking time to give back to teenage girls. I 
would like to start a non-for pro�t mentoring organi-
zation. I’m also involved in the Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer Walk. Each year I walk for my 
mom and to raise awareness about breast cancer and 
how it a�ects not only the patient but their families. 
Because of my experience with losing my mom, I will 
continue to �ght her battle and help women that are 
winning the battle.  

What is one thing we wouldn’t guess about you? 
I love to shop

What comments, remarks, or message do you have 
for others? 

If you wish to be rich, you must be orderly. People 
with great wealth are orderly and order is heaven’s �rst 
law.
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SPOTLIGHT ON DFM STARS 

In our newest section, “Spotlight on DFM Stars,” we introduce you to members of our DFM faculty and sta�.  
We ask a few questions to learn about our fellow team members and what makes them who they are. 

Rita Smaw
Assistant Director
Clinical Operations  

23

http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/grants/geriatricsalliedhealth/gwep.html


September 14, 2019: Dr. Ariel Leifer is quoted in the NYT in an article about abortion care as part of student health services. You 
can access the online publication here 

August 28, 2019: �e UI Health Pilsen Food Pantry and Dr. Evelyn Figueroa were featured on Chicago Tonight.  �e episode can be 
found here: https://news.wttw.com/2019/08/28/pantry-pilsen-health-center-takes-aim-food-insecurity 

July 18, 2019: Dr. Samuel Grief was interviewed by WBEZ Chicago Public Radio about how to stay cool in the extreme heat. 
https://bit.ly/2Y0TCe2 

May 18, 2019: UIC DFM residency graduate Kameron Matthews was featured in �e Lancet. https://www.thelancet.com/jour-
nals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31012-8/fulltext?rss=yes#.XN9rkfqvPV4.facebook 

March 26, 2019: Dr. Evelyn Figueroa was featured in a Windy City Live segment on one of the UI Health Pilsen Food Pantry’s 
partner organizations, the Chicago Period Project. Watch the segment online: https://bit.ly/2FzpteA 

February 22, 2019: UIC Street Medicine and Dr. Nicole Gastala were featured in an article about their outreach work to decrease 
complications of homelessness and substance use disorders. https://beltmag.com/hospital-opioids-chicago-homeless-cohen/ 

October 11, 2019:Dr. Richard Stringham was interviewed by UIC Today about his Award for Excellence in Teaching (AET). With 
this award, Dr. Stringham is joining a select group of faculty members who have been acknowledged as UIC’s most dedicated and 
outstanding teachers. Read Dr. Stringham’s interview here: https://today.uic.edu/excellence-in-teaching-richard-stringham

October 17, 2018: MATEC was featured in UIC News about new funding to support training programs aimed at improving 
HIV/AIDS care, prevention and education. HIV/AIDS Training Center at UIC Receives $4.4 Million in New Federal Funding. You 
can access the online news article re 

DFM IN THE NEWS

What brought you to DFM and how long have you been here?  
An o�er of a job opportunity in Chicago, where I wanted to live. I started 01/01/1987. 

Patrick Tranmer, MD, MPH 
Professor of Clinical Family Medicine 
Executive Director of University of Illinois Physicians Group 

What are some of your most cherished professional accomplishments? 
1. Facilitating the beginning of a required third year clerkship in Family Medicine.
2. Facilitating the success in reaching tenure by a member of our Family Medicine

faculty the �rst time in the Department.
3. Working with HIV a�ected patients and seeing it go from a fatal to a chronic disease.

What do you enjoy most in your professional work?  
What brings you joy? 
Interaction with colleagues in life and problem solving. 

Tell us a bit about your family. 
My husband and I have two children, a daughter starting 
a Masters in Education now and who is getting married 
in June; a son who is going to college in Santa Monica. 

What are your hobbies? 
Swimming, swimming, swimming. 

One thing we wouldn’t guess about you? 
I am the ninth of twelve children. 

What comments, remarks, or message do you have for 
others? 
Keep putting patients �rst.
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https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nytimes.com%2f2019%2f09%2f14%2fhealth%2fabortion%2dpills%2dcalifornia%2duniversities.html&umid=213c9492-a419-491f-8179-39345e538bf9&auth=85c5a955287d1e42fab58bed777dfa626e5ad059-049d208c0e18165b2ae7db9268ad72171601051c
https://today.uic.edu/hiv-aids-training-center-at-uic-receives-4-4-million-in-new-federal-funding


This year, we said goodbye to a number Family Medicine Faculty & Sta�.  We wish them health and 
happiness in their future endeavors.

Gabriel Baeza, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
UI Health Pilsen Family Health Center Lower West

Claire Corcoran
Administrative Aide –Human Resources
Family Medicine Administration

Mark Garcia
Business Administrative Associate –Finance
Family Medicine Administration

Nimmi Rajagopal, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Mile Square Health Center

Augustine Sohn, MD
Associate Professor of Clinical Family Medicine
Family Medicine Center University Village & UI 
Health Home Visits
Retiring after 28 years of loyal service!

Baby Girl James
Lillian 

Born August 22, 2019

Baby Boy Swakow
Calvin James

Born 9:02pm on February 4, 2019

NEW ADDITIONS

Baby Boy Matula
Mason Michael

Born 7:13 am on May 31, 2019

Baby Girl Stefko
Eliza Kimberly

Born 2:11 am on May 5, 2019
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