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Honoring Dr. Honig’s Legacy 
George R. Honig, MD, PhD, spent much of his career teaching 
and conducting research in the fields of pediatrics and 
hematology.  He’s an alumnus of UIC, now serving as Professor 
Emeritus, who left an indelible mark at UIC in his time here.  As 
an esteemed physician/scientist, he was head of the 
Department of Pediatrics from 1984 to 2004, and a co-founder 
of the University of Illinois Sickle Cell Center.  

 
With his medical degree from UIC, Dr. Honig went on to earn his 
doctorate in biochemistry from George Washington University. 
He completed his medical training at Johns Hopkins Hospital 
with a specialization in pediatric hematology and oncology. 
Positions he has held in Chicago include Head of the Division of 
Hematology at Children’s Memorial Hospital, and Pediatrics 
Service Chief at the University of Illinois Hospital and Michael 
Reese Hospital. He was also a Professor at both the University 
of Illinois and Northwestern University. 
 
Dr. Honig authored numerous scholarly articles, book chapters on medicine and biomedical science and 
scientific reports. He drew upon his experience as a physician, as well as his longstanding interest in history and 
religion, to write a novel, “The Alexandria Letter,” which was published by Synergy Books in 2010.   
 

The George R. Honig MD PhD Endowed Fund in Pediatrics 
In 2004, to honor Dr. Honig’s contributions to UIC and the College of Medicine, the George R. Honig MD PhD 
Endowed Fund in Pediatrics was established.  Its intention remains to this day, to foster and support advances 
in pediatric research in the Department of Pediatrics.  This fund makes the Honig Lecture possible, which brings 
prominent thought leaders in the field to speak at UIC.   
 



 
Rich Van Hees, Senior Director of Development 
P (312) 996-8769 • vanhees@uic.edu • 
www.uic.edu 
 

Now, the College of Medicine stands at a pivotal moment at which we can lead the future of medicine.  With 
undeniable momentum and trajectory behind it, the College has established bold aspirations.  Among them are 
growing our national and international research reputation and attracting and supporting superstar faculty 
members.   

 
It’s with this in mind that we aim to elevate the George R. Honig MD PhD Endowment to a level that will 
support a George R. Honig MD PhD Professorship in Pediatrics.   
 

A Pediatrics Professorship 
There is a distinctive commitment to our students demonstrated by College of Medicine faculty. For decades, 
talented scholars have come to the College of Medicine to make a difference, and they stay because they see 
their impact every day. Medicine faculty change lives through their research, advancing the delivery of 
healthcare and finding new treatments and cures for devastating disease. 
 
The impact a professorship in pediatrics can create is boundless.  By providing perpetual support, the named 
endowed position creates a strong platform that allows the tradition of academic excellence and the 
breakthroughs of mission-driven research to thrive.  A professorship in the Department of Pediatrics elevates 
its reputation and impact as new funders, research partnerships and generations of bright and ambitious 
faculty and students are attracted here.  In addition, the professorship elevates Dr. Honig’s legacy at the 
College of Medicine.   
 

Support the George R. Honig MD PhD Professorship in Pediatrics 
To give online by credit card: 

 Visit give.uic.edu. 
 Search for “Honig” or enter “UIC George R. Honig M.D. Endowed Fund in Pediatrics” in the 

Other field. 
 Press Continue and follow the prompts on the University of Illinois Foundation payment 

processing page. 
 
To give by check, or with any questions, please contact: 

Rich Van Hees 
Senior Director of Development 
College of Medicine at Chicago 
vanhees@uic.edu 
312-996-8769 

 
 

We are grateful for your consideration.  
 

https://give.uic.edu/

