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Education 
1998 BBA Business Administration University of Texas at Austin 

2002 MD Medicine University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston Medical School 

 
Postdoctoral Training 
 
2002-2003 Transitional  

Internship 
Medicine St. Francis Hospital, Chicago 

2003-2006 Residency Ophthalmology The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston 
Medical School 

2006-2008 Fellowship Oculoplastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery 
Fellowship, ASOPRS-
Sponsored 

University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

 
 
Faculty Academic Appointments 
 
Assistant Professor of 
Ophthalmology 

Department of 
Ophthalmology  

University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

 
 
Appointments at Hospitals/Affiliated Institutions 
 
Assistant Professor of 
Ophthalmology 

Department of 
Ophthalmology 

University of Illinois at Chicago 
Medical Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Administrative Leadership Positions  
 
Local 
2011-Present Director of Oculoplastic and Orbital Surgery University of Illinois at Chicago, 

Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

2011-Present Chicago Ophthalmology Society Board Member Young Ophthalmologist 
Representative 

   

Regional, National and International 
2010-Present Faculty 1000 

Section Head: Oculoplastics 
 

2012-Present  Editorial Advisory Group of F1000 
Research 

 

 
 
Committee Service  
 
Local 
2009-2010 Unite For Sight® – UIC Chapter Faculty 

Sponsor Unite For Sight® is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit global health delivery organization that 
empowers communities worldwide to improve 
eye health and eliminate preventable blindness. 

University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

2008-2010 Resident Applicant Committee University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

2009-2010 University of Illinois at Chicago School of 
Medicine 
Faculty Advisor for 1st year medical students 

University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

2011- 
Present 

Resident Education Committee University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

2012- 
Present 

Ambulatory Surgery Patient Experience 
Committee 

University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Societies 
2008-Present American Academy of Ophthalmology 

(AAO) 
 

2009-Present American Society of Oculoplastic Surgery 
(ASOPRS) 

 

2011-Present Chicago Ophthalmology Society  
 
 
 
 
 
Editorial Activities 
Encyclopedia of Ophthlamology: Oculoplastic Section Editor  

Cornea: Reviewer 

Middle East African Journal of Ophthalmology (MEAJO): Reviewer 

American Journal Of Ophthalmology: Reviewer 
 
 
Honors and Prizes 
2002 Outstanding Student in 

Ophthalmology 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston Medical School 

 

2004 Robert D. Moreton, MD, Award 
Outstanding Resident in 
Ophthalmology 

University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston Medical School 

 

2006 Chief Resident University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston Medical School 

 

2008 Fellow of the Year University of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary 

 

2009 The President’s Volunteer Service 
Award 

President's Council on Service and 
Civic Participation 

 

2012-
2013 

Best Doctors in America 2012-2013   

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Report of Funded and Unfunded Projects 
Funding Information 
Past 
2010-2011 Midwest Eye-Bank (MWEB) Student Stipend: Study of lacrimal gene expression. 

$2500. (July 2010-July2011). Faculty sponsor 

2010-2011 Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness (ISPB). ISPB Seed Grant (2010-
07528-00-00): Development of a Prototype Extraorbital Glaucoma Shunt. PI: Vinay 
Aakalu. $3970. (June 2010-June 2011). Faculty Sponsor 

 
 
 
 
Formal Teaching of Residents, Clinical Fellows and Research Fellows (post-docs) 
2008 Orbital Dissection: 

First Year Medical Students.  
University of Illinois Chicago 
2 hour: lecture & dissection 

2008-2010 Eyelid Tumors:  
Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

2008-2010 Orbital Tumors: 
Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

2008-2010 Evaluation of the Lacrimal System: 
Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

2010-2011 OKAP Review: 
Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

2010 Orbital Dissection: 
Ophtahlmology Residents  

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

2011 BCSC Review: 
1st year Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
2 X1 hour lectures 

2011 Eyelid Malposition 
Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

2012 Eyelid Malposition 
Ophthalmology Residents 

EEI 
1 hour lecture 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clinical Supervisory and Training Responsibilities 
2008-
Present 

Oculoplastic Service Attending: 
2nd Year Ophthalmolgy Resident 

5 days/week 

2008-
Present 

ASOPRS Preceptor: 
Oculoplastic Fellow 

5 days/week 

 
 
Formally Supervised Trainees 
2008-2010 Kiran Sajja  MD, ASOPRS Clinical Fellow: 

Published 2 manuscripts.  Oculoplastics, Private Practice 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2008 Rashmi Kapur MD.  Resident: 
Published 3 manuscripts. 1 poster presentation at ASOPRS 
Fall Scientific Meeting 2007. Retina, Private Practice. 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2008-2012 Vinay Aakalu, MD, MPH, Resident, ASOPRS Clinical 
Fellow:  Published 5 manuscripts. 2 Grants.  Oculoplastics, 
Assistant Professor at UIC. 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2008-2010 Shivani Gupta, MD, Resident: Published 1 manuscript. 
Oculoplastics, Faculty at University of Michigan. 

 

2008-2011 Genie Bang, MD, Resident: 
Published 1 manuscript.  Presented at ASOPRS Fall 
Scientific Meeting 2009.  Pediatric Ophthalmology, Assistant 
Profesor at UIC 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2008-2011 Roshni Vasaiwala, MD, Resident: 
Published 1 manuscript.  Presented at ASOPRS Fall 
Scientific Meeting 2009. Cornea, Private Practice 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2008-2011 Clement Chow, MD: Resident: 
Published 1 manuscript. Retina. Fellow at UIC 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary  

2009-2012 Mark Krakauer, MD, Resident: 
Published 1 manuscript. Presented 2 posters at ASOPRS 
Fall Scientific Symposium 2010.  1 Poster presentation at 
ARVO 2011. Oculoplastics. Fellow at University of Louisville
  

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010-
Present1 

Josh Hou, MD, Resident: 
Published 1 manuscript. 1 manuscript submitted. 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

   

2011 Ruchi Shah MS: 
Published 1 manuscript  

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2012-
Present 

Rakesh Patel, ASOPRS Clinical Fellow: University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

2011-
Present 

Janet Lim, MD, Resident: 1 manuscript accepted for 
publication 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & 
Ear Infirmary 

 
Formal Teaching of Peers (e.g., CME and other continuing education courses) 
2008-2012 Illinois Eye and Ear Review: Orbital & Eyelid 

Tumors 
Chicago 
3 hour lectura 

2010, ‘12 Oculplastic Symposium UIC Chicago 

2011 Cornea Symposium UIC Chicago 
 
 
Report of Regional, National and International Invited Teaching and Presentations, Invited 
Presentations and Courses  
 
Regional 
2007, 2008 Advances in Cosmetic Blepharoplasty, Brow and Midface Lift.  

Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO/Faculty Instructor (Feb 
2007) 

2007 Management of Orbital Trauma.  
Chicago, IL (Allergan) 

2010 The Adrien and Gladys Drouilhet Endowed Lecture 
The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston Medical School (June 
11, 2010) 

2013 Orbital Anatomy and Dissection Course: Faculty Instructor (January 12, 2013) 
Rush University 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National  
2010 American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery (ASOPRS): 41st 

Annual Fall Scientific Symposium, Chicago, IL/Moderator (October 13-14, 2010) 

2011 How To Improve Your Blepharoplasty Technique 
American Academy of Ophthalmology 
Orlando, FL 
October 25, 2011 

2011 Interdisciplinary Approach to Keratoprosthesis Surgery and Management, From the 
Subspecialist’s Perspective 
American Academy of Ophthalmology 
October, 2011 

2012 Interdisciplinary Approach to Keratoprosthesis Surgery and Management, From the 
Subspecialist’s Perspective 
American Academy of Ophthalmology 
November, 2012 

 
International 
2013   Management of Blepharoptosis 
  Chiang Mai University 
  Chiang Mai, Thailand 
  January 31, 2013 
 
 
Report of Clinical Activities and Innovations 
Current Licensure and Certification 
Current American Board of Ophthalmology 

Current State of Illinois Medical License 
 
 
Practice Activities 
2008-
Present 

Oculoplastic and Orbital 
Surgery 

University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Illinois Eye & Ear 
Infirmary 

4-5 days/week 

2008-
Present 

Oculoplastic and Orbital 
Surgery 

Millennium Park Eye Center 2-3 days/month 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report of Education of Patients and Service to the Community  
Activities 
2008 Health Fair: Thai Community Center.  Chicago, IL 

2009 Thai Physicians Association of America’s (TPAA) Medical Mission, Surin, Thailand (Jan 
26-30, 2009) 

2010 Lions Club Zone 2 Guest Speaker: Oculoplastic and Orbital Diseases 

2012 Thyroid Cancer Survivors Group: Tearing in patients with head and neck cancer treated 
with radiation (October, 19 2012)     

2013 Medical Mission, Wachira Hospital. Bangkok Thailand (Jan 22-25, 2013) 
 

  

  
Report of Scholarship 
Publications 
Peer reviewed publications in print or other media 
 
Yee RW, Setabutr P, Foltermann MO, Sami MS, Chuang AZ.  The effects of topical moxifloxacin 
0.5% ophthalmic solution and gatifloxacin 0.3% solution on corneal healing after bilateral 
photorefractive keratectomy.  Cornea. 2006 Oct;25(9 Suppl 2):S8-S11. 

 

Setabutr P, Bell NP, Feldman RM. Intraoperative management of nonfunctioning Ahmed 
glaucoma valve implant. Ophthalmic Surg Lasers Imaging. 2006 Jan-Feb;37(1):62-4. PubMed 
PMID: 16468554.  

 

Kapur R, Putterman AM, Setabutr P, Roberson D. An alternative approach to managing 
electrocautery smoke particles during oculofacial plastic procedures. Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg. 
2008 May-Jun;24(3):248-9. PubMed PMID: 18520860.  

 

Kapur R, Sepahdari AR, Mafee MF, Putterman AM, Aakalu V, Wendel LJ, Setabutr P. Magnetic 
Resonance imaging of orbital inflammatory syndrome, orbital cellulitis, and orbital lymphoid 
lesions: the role of diffusion-weighted imaging. AJNR Am J Neuroradiol.  2009 Jan;30(1):64-70. 
Epub 2008 Oct 8. PubMed PMID: 18842758.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chow CC, Kapur R, Wood MG, Setabutr P, Tu EY. Septo-optic dysplasia with bilateral congenital 
corneal anesthesia. J AAPOS. 2009 Oct;13(5):494-5. PubMed PMID: 19840731. 

 

Jericho BG, Campise-Luther R, Changyaleket B, Setabutr P, Sajja K, McDonald T.  Facial Tattoo 
and Wrong Site Surgery: Which Side Are We Operating On? Short Title: Tattoos and Wrong Site 
Surgery.  The Internet Journal of Anesthesiology.  2009. 21(2).  

 

Aakalu VK, Sepahdari A, Kapur R, Setabutr P, Putterman AM, Mafee MF.  Allergic Fungal 
Sinusitis Induced Visual Loss and Optic Neuropathy. Neuro-Ophthalmology. 2009 Dec; 33(6): 
327-332. 

 

Bang GM, Setabutr P. Periocular capillary hemangiomas: indications and options for treatment. 
Middle East Afr J Ophthalmol. 2010 Apr;17(2):121-8. PubMed PMID: 20616917; PubMed Central 
PMCID: PMC2892126.  

 

Sepahdari AR, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P, Shiehmorteza M, Naheedy JH, Mafee MF. Indeterminate 
orbital masses: restricted diffusion at MR imaging with echo-planar diffusion-weighted imaging 
predicts malignancy. Radiology. 2010 Aug;256(2):554-64. PubMed PMID: 20656840.  

 

Marcet MM, Setabutr P, Lemke BN, Collins ME, Fleming JC, Wesley RE, Pinto JM,  Putterman 
AM. Surgical microanatomy of the Müller muscle-conjunctival resection ptosis procedure. Ophthal 
Plast Reconstr Surg. 2010 Sep-Oct;26(5):360-4. PubMed PMID: 20622700.  

 

Aakalu VK, Setabutr P. Current Ptosis Management: A National Survey of ASOPRS  Members. 
Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg. 2011 Feb 22. Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg. 2011 Jul-Aug;27(4):270-
6 PMID: 21346664.  

 

Vasaiwala R, Sajja K, Setabutr P. Novel Management of the Microphthalmic Orbit in a Patient 
with PHACE Syndrome. Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg. 2011 Nov;27(6):e156-8. PMID: 21629142 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baker MS, Mark Krakauer M, Gupta S, de la Cruz J, Cortina MS, Goins KM, Allen RC, Setabutr P. 
Eyelid procedures in patients who have undergone Boston Keratoprosthesis surgery. Ophthal 
Plast Reconstr Surg. 2012 Jul-Aug;28(4):286-8 

 

Hou JH, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P. Quantitative characterization of growth rate of an incidental deep 
dermoid cyst in a child using sequential magnetic resonance imaging. J AAPOS. 2012 
Aug;16(4):403-5 

 
Shah RD, Singa RM, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P. Evisceration and enucleation: a national survey of 
practice patterns in the United States. Ophthalmic Surg Lasers Imaging. 2012 Sep 1;43(5):425-
30 
 
Lim J, Patel R, Singa RM, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P.  Relative incidence of blepharoptosis 
subtypes in an oculoplastics practice at a tertiary care center. Orbit. 2013 May 10. [Epub ahead 
of print] 
 
Sivaraman KR, Aakalu VK, Sajja K, Cortina S, De la Cruz J, Setabutr P. Use of a porous 
polyethylene lid spacer for management of eyelid retraction in patients with Boston Type II 
Keratoprosthesis. Orbit. 2013 May 10. [Epub ahead of print] 
 
 
Accepted 
 
Lim J, Patel R, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P.  CNS Lymphoma presenting as orbital cellulitis in the 
setting of altered mental status. Neuro-Ophthalmology 
 
Kang JJ, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P. Orbital necrobiotic granuloma as presentation of systemic 
sarcoidosis. Orbit 
 
Currently Under Review  
 
Wallace K, Alaraj A, Aakalu VK, Aletich V, Setabutr P. Endovascular, Pre-operative 
Embolization of Orbital Hemangiopericytoma with n-Butyl Cyanoacrylate Glue. Ophthal Plast 
Reconstr Surg 
 
Singa RM, MHS, Hou JH, Green SJ, Aakalu VK, Jain S, Setabutr P. Quantification of Adrenergic 
Receptor Subtype Gene Expression in Human Müller’s Muscle. MEAJO 
 
Patel RM, Aakalu, VK, Setabutr P. Orbital abscess causing optic neuropathy after 
decompression for thyroid eye disease. Orbit 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aakalu VK, Mehendale S, Garzon SA, Schmidt ML, Singa RM, Patel R, Setabutr P. Orbital 
Histiocytic Sarcoma in a Child. Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg 
 
    
 
Non-peer reviewed scientific or medical publications/materials in print or other media 
 
Setabutr P, Aakalu VK. Canalicular Lacerations: A review of the diagnostic evaluation and 
management. Advanced Ocular Care.  2011. Feb. 

Setabutr P, Singa R. Orbitopathies affecting vision and ocular alignment.  Neurology Medlink.  
2011 Aug 

Kang JJ, Setabutr P. Oculoplastic considerations in keratoprosthesis.  Book Chapter.  
Keratoprostheses and Artificial Corneas: Fundamentals and Surgical Applications. (In Progress) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Abstracts, Poster Presentations and Exhibits Presented at Professional Meetings 
 

Feldman R; Restivo V; Setabutr P . A comparative cohort of Viscocanalostomy vs. 
Trabeculectomy after 1 year. The University of Texas-Houston 32nd  Annual Ophthalmology and 
Visual Science Meeting (June 2000) 

 

Restivo V; Setabutr P. Brenner L.  Temporal Arteritis: A Retrospective Chart Review ; University of 
Texas-Houston 33rd Annual Ophthalmology and Visual Science Meeting (June 2001) 

 

Setabutr P; Yee RW; Chuang A; Prager T; Folterman M.  A Prospective, Randomized, Vehicle-
Controlled Parallel-Group Pilot Study Evaluating the Topical Use of Gatifloxacin, Moxifloxacin, 
Levofloxacin, and Ofloxacin and the Effect on Corneal Epithelium after Photorefractive 
Keratectomy (PRK). The University of Texas-Houston 36th Annual Ophthalmology and Visual 
Science Meeting (June 2004) 

 

Setabutr P, Yee RW, Chuang A. Comparison of Epithelial Healing Rates with Topical Moxifloxacin 
and Gatifloxacin after Bilateral Photorefractive Keratectomy: ARVO (2005) 

 

Setabutr P, Prager T.  Ultrasound Biomicroscopy in the Evaluation of Basal Cell Carcinoma of the 
Eyelid.  The University of Texas-Houston 38th Annual Ophthalmology and Visual Science Meeting 
(June 2006) 

 

Kapur R, Putterman AM, Sepahdari A, Setabutr P, Ahmad A, Wendel L, Mafee MF. Magnetic 
resonance imaging of orbital inflammatory syndrome, orbital cellulitis, and orbital lymphoma: the 
role of diffusion-weighted imaging. American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive 
Surgery (ASOPRS) Fall Scientific Symposium Poster (2007) 

 

Aakalu V, Setabutr P, Putterman AM.  A Case of Colloid Degeneration of the Conjunctiva 
Presenting with Ptosis. American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 
(ASOPRS) Fall Scientific Symposium Poster (2008) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changyaleket B, Campisi R, Sajja K, Setabutr P.  Facial Tattoo vs wrong site surgery: Which side 
are we operating on?  Accepted for presentation at the International Anesthesia Research Society 
(IARS) Annual Meeting (2009) 

 

Vasaiwala R, Abbasian J, Setabutr P, Putterman A, Sajja K. Postoperative Upper Lid Symmetry 
Following Müller's Muscle-Conjunctival Resection Procedure for the Treatment of Moderate 
Blepharoptosis; Poster ARVO (2009) 

 

Vasaiwala R, Abbasian J, Setabutr P, Putterman A, Sajja K. Muller’s Muscle-Conjunctival 
Resection Procedure for the Treatment of Moderate Blepharoptosis: Poster ARVO (2009) 

 

Vasaiwala R, Sajja. Kiran, Setabutr P.  Microphthalmos in PHACES Syndrome.  American Society 
of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery (ASOPRS) Fall Scientific Symposium Presentation 
(2009) 

 

Bang G, Sajja. Kiran, Setabutr P.  Hidroadenocarcinoma of the eyelid.  ASOPRS Fall Scientific 
Symposium Presentation (2009) 

 

V. Kulchaiyawat, V.K. Aakalu, K. Sajja, S. Gupta, J. Hallak, P. Setabutr. A Clinicopathological 
Correlation Between Müller's Muscle-Conjunctival Resection and Corneal Staining Pattern. ARVO 
2010 

 

Krakauer M , Farooz AV, Aakalu V, Sajja K, Setabutr P. Eyelid contour after Muller’s Muscle 
Conjunctival Resection.  American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 
(ASOPRS) Fall Scientific Symposium (2010) 

 

Krakauer M , Farooz AV, Aakalu V, Sajja K, Setabutr P. A standardized method for computerized 
eyelid measurement using Heidelberg Spectralis Optical Coherence Tomography.  American 
Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery (ASOPRS) Fall Scientific Symposium 
(2010) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saylor M, Krakauer M, Gupta S, de la Cruz J, Goins K, Allen R, Setabutr P. Eyelid considerations 
in patients with boston keratoprosthesis ASOPRS Fall Scientific Symposium (2011) 

 

Aakalu VK, Setabutr P, Oltra E , Vajaranant T, de la Cruz  J. Novel Technique for Implantation of 
Proposed Temporal Fossa Glaucoma Shunt. ASCRS 2012 

 

Osmanovic S, Aakalu VK, Hou J, Setabutr P, Putterman A. Müller’s Muscle-Conjunctiva Resection 
Outcomes And Phenylephrine Predictability In Ptosis From Horner's Syndrome. ARVO 2012 
 

 

Hou JH, Singa RM, Green SJ, Aakalu VK, Jain S, Setabutr P. Characterization of Adrenergic 
Receptor Subtype Gene Expression in Müller's Muscle using Laser-Capture Microdissection and 
qPCR. ARVO 2012 
 

 

Lim J, Hou JH, Singa R, Aakalu VK, Setabutr P.  Incidence and demographic characteristics of 
patients with different types of ptosis referred to oculoplastics at a tertiary referral center. ARVO 
2012 
 
 
 
 


