
Attachment C 

Instructions for Wearing 
Academic Hood & Cap 

 
ACADEMIC HOODS 
ACCORDING TO THE 
AMERICAN INTERCOLLEGIATE 
CODE.  Academic Hoods, which add so much beauty 
and color to the academic ceremony, are the visual repre- 
sentation of the degree.  Steeped in tradition, the official 

design was authorized by the 
Intercollegiate Council.  The official 
hood adheres precisely to the code 
specifications: length, width, design, 
and color.  Meticulous expert tailoring 
distinguishes the hood to have smooth 
draping elegance and pageantry. 
 
HOODS are lined with the academic color 
or colors of the college or university 
which conferred the degree: more than 
one color is shown by divisions of the 

field colors in a variety of ways, such as chevron or chevrons, 
equal division, etc. 
 
The border or edging of the hood is of velvet or velveteen 
in the color of the conferred degree. 
 
Directions for wearing regalia: 
 

Put the hood on over your head with the tapered 
end in front and velvet side up.  You may fasten 

(loop) the string attached to the tapered end around a 
shirt or blouse button to eliminate the velvet from 
rubbing uncomfortably on the neck.  However, the 
blouse or shirt collar and tie should be covered by 
the velvet. 
 

Attach the cord across the back of the hood 
to hold the hood in place and prevent it from sliding 

off your shoulders. 
 

Turn the lining colors out as shown in the 
illustration. 

 
The cap should be worn so that the mortarboard 
is level and not set to the back or side of the head. 

 
 
 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF ACADEMIC HOODS 
  

Length 
    Width of 
velvet edging 

DOCTOR HOOD 4 ft.     5 inches 
MASTER HOOD 3½ ft.     3 inches 
BACHELOR HOOD 3 ft.     2 inches 
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