
 

We are extremely excited and honored to have all of you 
on board this coming school year. We would like to 
formally welcome you to the program and offer our 
sincere congratulations on your admission. The candidate 
pool was incredibly well qualified, and thus, you should 
feel very proud of your accomplishments. Each of you 
brings diverse perspective, voice, and experience to the 
group, and we anticipate engaging and fruitful seminar 
discussions this year.  

Urban Medicine is a unique program that integrates 
educational activities designed specifically for Urban 
Medicine Program students with the regular medical 
school curriculum. Its mission is: “To prepare physician-
leaders to serve urban communities.” Your background 
and achievements to date demonstrate an understanding 
of the issues that contribute to health disparities in the 
urban setting and the desire to become such a physician. 
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After spending the last two 
years in Atlanta working 
toward her MPH in Global 
Epidemiology at Emory 
University's Rollins School of 

Public Health, Gabriela is very eager to return to the Great Lakes region! 
As a Southwest Michigan native, Gabriela frequently traveled to nearby 
Chicago for family celebrations in Pilsen and Back-to-School shopping on 
the Magnificent Mile. Gabriela enrolled at the University of Michigan 
instantly becoming a Wolverine fanatic! She left Ann Arbor in 2009 with a 

Bachelor of Science in Cellular & Molecular Biology and a strong desire to better understand 
factors that influence health disparities. While pursuing her MPH, Gabriela worked at the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, interned for the Lifting Latina Voices Initiative at 
the Feminist Women's Health Center, and gained invaluable experience working with 
minority children at Girls Incorporated of Greater Atlanta as a program coordinator. Gabriela 
aspires to build a long-lasting career at the intersection of medicine and public health. 

As a non-traditional student, 
Stephen Addington graduated 
from Wheaton College (IL) in 2009 
with a B.S. in Applied Health 

Science and a minor in Chemistry. He comes to UMed from Boston, MA 
where he has been doing thoracic oncology research for the past two 
years. Having also grown up in California, Kentucky, and Minnesota 
Stephen is a sucker for adventure, challenge, and new experiences, 
especially if the outdoors, travel, and mountains are involved. He is 

fascinated by surgery and passionate about culture, global medicine, and underserved 
communities. A true believer in teamwork and common vision and a lover of diversity, Stephen 
is thrilled to join UMed this fall! 

Kathy Adamczyk was born in 
Chicago and raised in Deerfield, IL 
with her parents and an older 
brother.  This past May 2011, she 

graduated from the University of Southern California with a 
degree in the biological sciences.  Although she is sad to leave her 
fellow Trojans, she is excited to live in Chicago and join the UMed 
cohort.  One of her goals in this program is to continue promoting 
education and patient advocacy. This summer, she traveled to 
Genoa, Italy for three weeks to study how the Mediterranean diet 

and lifestyle might influence healthy aging.  When she returned home, she was a bridesmaid 
in two family weddings!  In addition to traveling and exploring new cultures, Kathy enjoys 
reading, watching movies, playing the violin, moderate hiking, and playing scrabble.  

 

Hometown: Deerfield, IL 
Undergrad: USC 
Major: Biological Sciences 

KATHLEEN ADAMCZYK 

Undergrad: Wheaton College 
Major: Applied Health Sciences 
Minor: Chemistry 

STEPHEN ADDINGTON 

GABRIELA AGUILAR 

Undergrad: University of Michigan 
Grad: Emory University 
Major: Global Epidemiology 
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Adrienne NH Baksh grew up in the 
south suburbs of Chicago and 
graduated from Homewood-
Flossmoor Community High 

School.  She received a BA in chemistry and Spanish from the Johns 
Hopkins University and an MS in Tumor Biology from Georgetown 
University where she studied the effects of cigarette smoke on 
hormone levels in women at the Lombardi Cancer Center.  As a 
physician she hopes to provide health care to under-served 
communities and later use the knowledge gained from working with 
limited resources to create distance learning programs to train 
doctors and other healthcare professionals in developing 

countries.  In addition to medicine, Adrienne is interested in photography, spicy foods, and 
traveling.  She recently picked up distance running and plans to run the Chicago Marathon 
October 9th (Praying for no exam that following Monday!). 

My dad was in the army when I 
was young so I lived in Germany, 
Oklahoma, and California before 
ending up in Rockford, Illinois 
where I graduated high school 
before continuing on to the 

University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign. At UIUC. I majored in 
Psychology, minored in Chemistry, and worked alongside counselors 
providing educational and support services to the student population for 
2 and a half years.  This past year I did a year of service as an 
Americorps working with the American Red Cross of Greater Chicago in 
the Disaster Services department.  I am very passionate about diversity, 

equality, and trying to understand people.  I like most of the usual stuff- music, shopping, 
reading- and am always looking to try new things! 

Undergrad: University of Illinois 
Urbana/Champaign 
Major: Psychology 
Minor: Chemistry 

MEAGAN APPLEMAN 

ADRIENNE BAKSH
Undergrad: Johns Hopkins 
Grad: Georgetown 
Major: Tumor Biology 

ROSALINDA CAMPOS
Rosalinda Campos grew up in 
Milwaukee, WI a diehard Packers fan.  
She probably lost some friends with 
that being said. She graduated from 
Marquette University with a degree in 

Psychology and Criminal Law. She also received her MS from Indiana 
University School of Medicine in Medical Sciences. She is the youngest 
of six, and all eight of the names in her family begin with the letter “R.” 
In her free time she loves spending time with her family and friends 
especially when it involves cooking and eating.  She is very excited to be 
a part of UMed and to learn from and contribute to the program.  

Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
Undergrad: Marquette  
Grad: Indiana University 
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Born in Evanston, she knew from an 
early age she wanted to go into 
medicine. Her mother, a 
hematologist, influenced her to be 
curious about science. Her father, a 

lawyer, taught her to be thoughtful, logical, and analytical. This 
background led her to explore the work of doctors in hospital settings. In 
high school, she was blessed with the opportunity to witness brain surgery, 
gastro-intestinal surgery, and the delivery of a child. Witnessing these 
events taught her how fragile life can be. While in college at Harvard, She 

took courses critiquing social inequality, volunteered at a homeless shelter, spoke to local high 
school students about attaining their goals through hard work, and went to regional and 
national championships as a swimmer on the college team. All of these endeavors sparked a 
desire to continue working in the area of social/global justice and health. She completed a 
master’s degree in social science at the U of Chicago and wrote a thesis on death and dying in 
the Tibetan community in Chicago. The theme of understanding different moments in the 
lifecycle continued when she pursued a 2nd master’s and a Ph.D. at Stanford in anthropology. 
She researched childbirth practices and HIV/AIDS in Tibet for two years. Her dissertation, 
entitled “Gender, Power, Space: Transnational Bodies, and the Cultures of Health in Tibet,” 
explores government and non-government health interventions in rural and urban Tibet. After 
graduating, the dream of pursuing medicine while building upon work in anthropology led her to 
complete post-baccalaureate, pre-medical courses at Northwestern University. Her goal is to 
better understand disease etiologies by tracing the movement between “home” and “away” in 
refugee and immigrant communities. With the opportunity to enact compassion through 
medicine and work with underserved populations, she is thrilled to be a part of the Urban 
Medicine program at UIC. 

Teya Casner grew up in a rural 
part of Edwardsville, IL. After 
graduating from Edwardsville 
High School in 2002, she 
attended University of Missouri -

Columbia where she earned a B.S. in Biology with a Certificate of 
Environmental Studies. In 2006 she became certified as an EMT-B in 
Illinois and worked as a Patient Care Technician in the Neurology 
Department at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis. In 2009, Teya 
completed her Masters of Public Health in Epidemiology and 

Environmental & Occupational Health at St. Louis University. She has worked as a Research 
Technician and Coordinator at Washington University in St Louis in Emergency Medicine for 
several years aiding in the investigation of an automated EEG device and its ability to 
correctly characterize Traumatic Brain Injury. When she’s not working, Teya enjoys practicing 
hoop dance, attending concerts, experiencing new food, Cardinals baseball, and participating 
in outdoor recreation, including but not limited to swimming, camping, kickball, sand 
volleyball, and long hikes with her dog, Maeby. 

Hometown: Edwardsville, IL 
Undergrad: University of Missouri 
- Columbia 
Grad: St. Louis University 

TEYA CASNER

JENNIFER CHERTOW
Hometown: Evanston, IL 
Undergrad: Harvard University 
Grad: University of Chicago  & 
Stanford University 
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Jessica George grew up in 
Lincolnshire, 
Illinois.  She attended U 
of I Urbana/Champaign 
where she majored in 

Psychology and minored in Chemistry.  After graduating in 2009, she 
joined Teach For America in New Orleans, Louisiana.  As part of 
Teach For America, she began teaching at Miller McCoy Academy, an 
all boys charter school in New Orleans’ 9th ward.   For the last two 
years she has been teaching 10th grade biology and 5th grade 
science.  She is greatly looking forward to continuing her work with 

urban populations through the UMed Program and as a future physician.  

Lauren grew up in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and 
attended high school in Ojai, 
California. She first came to 

Chicago nearly seven years ago to attend Northwestern University, 
where she majored in philosophy and minored in global health. After 
graduating in 2008, Lauren spent several years carrying out clinical 
research on the use of alternative medicine in HIV+ adolescents and 
pediatric brain tumor patients at Children’s Memorial Hospital in 
Chicago.  She also worked for three months as the coordinator of a free 

medical clinic in rural Bolivia. In addition to her interest in addressing the healthcare needs of 
underserved Chicago communities, Lauren also enjoys improvisational comedy, singing, 
backpacking, cycling, cooking, yoga, and learning languages. She is very excited to start 
medical school and to be a part of UMed!  

Jenny was born and raised on the 
north side of Chicago (go Cubs!).  
She graduated from Northwestern 
University in 2007 with a 

bachelor’s degree in Human Development and Psychological Services and 
minor in Psychology.  After college, she participated in a year of clinical 
research and went on to attend a premed postbac program at Bryn Mawr 
College where she completed all of the required premed coursework.  Her 
interest in urban medicine and working with disadvantaged populations 
stemmed from the practicum she completed in her junior year of college where 
worked as a social work intern at Stroger Hospital.  She enjoyed the experience 

so much that she went on to volunteer at the hospital for an additional two years in the same 
capacity.  Currently, she is nearing the end of two years working as a smoking cessation 
counselor on a clinical trial at Northwestern University.  She is very grateful and excited to be 
a part of the UMed program and can’t wait to meet all of you! 

Undergrad: Northwestern University 
Major: Human Development 
Minor: Psychology  

JENNIFER CUETO

LAUREN FISKE
Undergrad: Northwestern University 
Major: Human Development 
Minor: Psychology  

JESSICA GEORGE
Hometown: Lincolnshire, IL 
Undergrad: University of Illinois 
Urbana/Champaign 
Major: Psychology 
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  PUJA GOPAL

Puja Gopal, born and 
raised in Chicago, 
recently graduated in 
May from University of 

Illinois at Chicago, where she majored in Biological Sciences. She 
is spending part of her summer visiting family in Rajasthan, 
India, where the temperature lows hit at least 100 degrees! She 
is trying to learn to read and write Hindi (Indian national 
language) fluently and hopes to learn Spanish soon too. She is 
very excited about the UMed program and medical school. 

Hometown: Chicago, IL 
Undergrad: UIC 
Major: Biological Sciences 

Coming from Milwaukee, WI, Eddie 
received his education from the 
University of Notre Dame where he 
acquired his bachelor’s degree in 

Science-Business in 2009. His interest in diversity and health disparities 
began with rotations in Mexico and working with Andean Health and 
Development in Ecuador. His admiration for the city of Chicago first 
started working for the Community Development Corporation of Little 
Village. He’s excited to return and start a new chapter of his medical 
career. He is a proud Wisconsin sports fan and readily awaits the 

challenge of facing local hecklers. He loves culture, traveling, and spending time with 
family and friends. Whenever there’s a chance, he’ll unwind by playing pickup sports, 
dancing, and watching a good movie from time to time. He feels extremely fortunate and 
blessed to start school in such a great area and eagerly looks forward to meeting the rest of 
the Urban Medicine family!  

Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
Undergrad: Notre Dame 
Major: Science/Business 

Jennifer Harris was born 
and raised in Berlin, 
Germany. She came to 
New York in 2002, where 
she attended Queens 

College, and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology 
in 2007. Originally, she planned to pursue graduate study in 
psychology, but then changed her plans and re-enrolled in 
Queens College for a post-baccalaureate degree in the pre-
medical sciences.  Besides school and medicine, she enjoys being 

active in the National Student Medical Association, as well as traveling, reading and 

Hometown: Berlin, Germany 
Undergrad: Queens College 
Major: Psychology 
Grad: Queens College 

JENNIFER HARRIS

EDWARD GUTIERREZ
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Shintau Lin is very excited to join the 
UMed community!  She grew up in the 
Chicago burbs (Deerfield) and moved 
out to California to attend undergrad 
at UC Berkeley.  She studied 

Integrative Biology at Cal Berkeley and since graduating in 2008, she 
has been living in San Francisco while taking post-baccalaureate 
classes, working in research, and also working as a medical 
assistant.  Outside of work and school, she plays in a volleyball league 
and an adult kickball league!  She’s excited to return to Chicago and 
meet everyone in August! 

MOLLY HARTRICH
Molly Hartrich has been in love 
with Chicago the day she was 
born at Prentice Women's 
Hospital 30 years ago. As a 
non-traditional student, Molly 

has had a lot of great opportunities for further education, travel and 
work but is thrilled to be in Chicago near family and friends for medical 
school and further excited for the UMed program so she can learn more 
about the communities of the city she loves.  She hopes to couple her 
interest in international public health with the study of medicine and 
low-resource communities in urban settings. Molly received her 
bachelor's from the University of Michigan in anthropology and returned 

a few years later to complete an MPH in epidemiology with a focus on international health 
and globalization.  She spent time in Tanzania during graduate school studying cervical 
cancer in Tanzania's only cancer specialty hospital and since then she has been 
working in Chicago in maternal and pediatric HIV research. In her spare time Molly is an 
avid distance runner and loves to hang out with her pit-bull, Jesse.   

Undergrad: University of Michigan 
Major: Anthropology 
Grad: University of Michigan MPH 

VANIA LEUNG
Vania grew up in the western 
suburb of Hinsdale, IL. She 
graduated in 2010 with a degree 
in Biological Sciences and a 
minor in Global Health at 

Northwestern University, where she became more acquainted 
with the underserved population through her courses and 
volunteer work. In the past year, she has been a clinical 
research coordinator facilitating research in peripheral arterial 
disease at Northwestern Feinberg School of Medicine. In her 
spare time, she trains for triathlons, reads a lot, and plays the 
guzheng. She is looking forward to being a part of UMed. 

Hometown: Hinsdale, IL 
Undergrad: Northwestern 
Major: Biological Sciences 

SHINTAU LIN
Hometown: Deerfield, IL 
Undergrad: University of 
California - Berkeley 
Major: Integrative Biology 
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 TSUNG MOU
Tsung grew up in Taipei City, 
Taiwan, until age 14 when his 
family immigrated to Los Angeles, 
California. After high school in 
L.A., he attended the University of 
California, Berkeley, for his 

bachelor degree in Molecular and Cell Biology and a minor in Global 
Poverty and Practice. Having experienced poverty through first-hand 
experiences, he felt the urgency to alleviate poverty with real actions. 
He is excited to meet more people who are interested in poverty 
alleviation. He is also optimistic about the future of the underserved 
despite a long and challenging journey ahead! 

Hometown: Taipei, Taiwan 
Undergrad: University of 
California - Berkeley 
Major: Molecular/Cell Biology 

VY NGUYEN
Vy Nguyen was born in 
Vietnam but has spent most of 
her life in Chicago. She 
graduated from Northwestern 

University as a Human Biology major and has spent the last few years 
working in an urgent care clinic where she had the opportunity to work 
directly with patients. She’s looking forward meeting everyone and is very 
excited about being a student again. She feels very lucky to be in one of the 
most diverse places in the world and hopes that Urban Medicine will allow 
her to give back to the city that she loves. She’s spending this summer with 
friends and family either eating or soaking up the sun at nearby beaches. 

Hometown: Vietnam/Chicago, IL 
Undergrad: Northwestern University 
Major: Human Biology 

AYODELE OKE
Ayodele Oke received 
a Bachelor of Science 
from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana 
and majored in 
Human Development 
and Family Studies 
with a Concentration 

in Child and Adolescent Development.  She spent the first 
seven years of her life in Oyan State, Nigeria and has been in 
the United States ever since.  She enjoys playing volleyball, 
watching football, and recently found a new love for cooking.  
She is very excited to start Medical School in August, and 
even more so to be a part of Urban Medicine.   

Hometown: Oyan State, Nigeria 
Undergrad: University of Illinois  
Urbana/Champaign 
Major: Human Development and 
Family Studies 
Grad: UIC 
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Jacqueline Wulu was born and 
raised in Lansing, Michigan but 
relocated to Maryland with her 
family when she began high school. 
Jacqueline graduated from Emory 

University with her Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience and Behavioral 
Biology and a minor in Sociology. She recently received her Master of 
Science in Forensic Science from Drexel University College of Medicine. 
She is very excited about medical school in Chicago, meeting her 
classmates, and getting involved in the underserved community. In the 

future, she plans to open a health clinic in Liberia where her family is from. During her free 
time, she enjoys reading, relaxing, traveling, and spending time with family and friends. 

SHAMA PATEL

Shama Patel was born and raised in Lisle, 
IL a western suburb just outside of 
Chicago.  She completed an undergraduate 
degree in Neuroscience from just over on 

the east side of campus at the University of Illinois at Chicago in 
2011. Although her interests in neuroscience compelled her to do 
research in the department of Neurology her stronger inclinations for 
women’s issues eventually emerged.  Her senior honors capstone 
project had a public health angle to it and was entitled Attitudes 
Towards Breast Cancer Among Muslim Women: An Integrative 

Review of the Literature.  Pursing a project that was completely outside her field of study 
firmly rooted in her a desire to explore and understand public health, especially as it ties into 
a physician’s role. In her free time she loves to read and recently picked up photography as a 
hobby.  She hopes to enjoy the rollercoaster that is medical school as well as the added bonus 
of being part of the UMed program! 

Hometown: Lisle, IL 
Undergrad: UIC 
Major: Neuroscience 

SANDRA VILLALPANDO
Sandra Villalpando grew up in a small, 
coastal town in northern California and 
she is one of 8 children. After high 
school, Sandra moved to Illinois to begin 

her undergraduate studies at Northwestern University, where she 
received her bachelor’s degree in psychology and Spanish in 2006. By 
2009, she had received her master’s degree in applied social psychology 
from Loyola University Chicago, where she also helped coordinate a 
federally-funded research grant on underage drinking. From 2009 to 
2010, Sandra was enrolled in the Professional Health Careers program in 

the School of Continuing Studies at Northwestern University. Currently, Sandra works at 
Rush University Medical Center as a research assistant on an NIH-funded study that aims to 
reduce co-morbid asthma and obesity among minority children. She enjoys playing tennis, 
volleyball, and softball, and she loves to do various volunteer work and community service.  

Undergrad: Northwestern 
Major: Psychology/Spanish 
Grad: Loyola University 

JACQUELINE WULU
Hometown: Lansing, MI 
Undergrad: Emory University 
Grad: Drexel University 


