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Calendar 

March 13, 4:00 pm       
ECM Study Group 

March 15, 12:30 pm   
Lunch Seminar 

March 17, 12:30 pm   
Grand Rounds I 

March 20, 12:30 pm     
ECM Study Group 

March 22, 7:30 pm 
Welcome Dinner for 
Interview Applicants 

March 23, all day. 4th 
Interview Day, 5:30 pm  
Dinner Seminar 

March 28, 12:30 pm –
Lunch Seminar 

March 30, 4:00 pm     
Grand Rounds II 

March 31, 9:30 am         
ECM Study Group 

April 20, 4:00 pm        
Grand Rounds III 

April 25, 5:00 p.m.     
Graduation Dinner Seminar 

University of Illinois at Chicago (312)996-7473 

Medical Scientist March-April, 2006 

Volume 7, Issue 2 

 

Congr at ul at i ons 
2006 Gr aduat es 
John (Jack) Collins 
B.S., Biochemistry & Biophysics, MS, 
Neurobiology, Northwestern University, 
1998 

PhD: Department of Anatomy & Cell 
Biology; Advisor: Y. Nakajima, MD, PhD; 
“Signal Transduction of G Protein-coupled 
Inward Rectifier Potassium Channel 
Inhibition by Substance P” 

Residency: Radiology, Univ. of Chicago 

Sapan Desai 
B.S., Biology, University of Illinois at 
Chicago, 1998 

PhD: Department of Anatomy & Cell 
Biology; Advisor: Anna Lysakowski, PhD; 
“Quantitative Morphology of Rodent 
Vestibular Organs and Efferent 
Innervation Patterns in the Chinchilla” 

Residency: General Surgery, Duke Univ. 

Quan (Donny) Hoang 
B.A., Biology, Chemistry, Integrated 
Science, Northwestern University, 1997 

PhD: Department of Anatomy & Cell 
Biology; Advisor: Y. Nakajima, MD, PhD; 
“Ionic and Transduction Mechanisms of 
Sleep and Arousal: Orexin Effects on 
Inward Rectifier K+ Channels” 

Residency: Ophthalmology, University of 
Illinois-Chicago 

David Jho 
B.A., Biochemistry, Yale University, 1998 

PhD: Department of Pharmacology; 
Advisor:  Asrar Malik, Ph.D 
 

 “Decompressive Craniectomy for Intractable 
Cerebral Edema in Subarachnoid Hemorrhage”  

Residency: Neurosurgery, Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Boston, MA 

Phoebe Lin 
B.A., Biochemistry, Washington University at 
St. Louis, 1999 

PhD: Department of Pharmacology; Advisor: 
Asrar Malik, PhD 

 “Signaling Mechanisms and Neutrophil 
Modulation through the 
Lysophosphatidylcholine Receptor, G2A” 

Residency: Ophthalmology, University of 
California at San Francisco 

Brenton Mar 
B.S., Biochemistry, UCLA, 1998 

PhD: Department of Biological Sciences; 
Advisor:  Carol Westbrook, PhD 

“Investigations of 5qNCA (JMJD1B) as a tumor 
suppressor gene in myeloid malignancies” 

Residency: Pediatrics, Columbia University 

Nathan Stitziel 
B.S., Math & Physics, Washington University at 
St. Louis, 1998 

PhD: Department of Bioengineering; Advisor:  
Carol Westbrook, PhD  

“Genomic Approaches to Novel Target 
Identification for the Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Breast Cancer” 

Residency: Internal Medicine, University of 
Chicago 
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Congratulations 
To David Jho and wife Jean on the birth of their daughter, 
Sophia Mina, 11/3/05, 8 pounds, 2 oz� � � �

� �� �� �� � ����
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Awards, Honors, Presentations 

 

Wedding Bells and Baby Booties 

 

 

  

Nanamori Wins Student Achievement Award 

 
Masakatsu Nanamori, a 4th year graduate student in 
the Department of Pharmacology studying under 
Richard Ye, MD, PhD, won the 2005 Albert and Doris 
Woeltjen Student Achievement Award, which is given 
annually at the Department of Pharmacology retreat to 
a graduate student who has made the most 
achievements in the area of research in the last 
academic year. The award, which was presented to 
him at the retreat, September 29-30, 2005, by Dr. 
Randal Skidgel, Director of Graduate Studies in the 
Department of Pharmacology, focuses on research 
accomplishments as evidenced by outside awards, 
travel awards, invited presentations at national or 
international meetings, publications, and pre-doctoral 
fellowships.  Masa’s accomplishments in the 2004 – 
2005 academic year include publication of one first-
author paper and one second-author paper, receiving 
a travel award from the Society for Leukocyte Biology 
and receiving a pre-doctoral fellowship from the 
American Heart Association. He also shared second 
place of The Albert and Doris Woeltjen Best Poster 
Awards with two other graduate students.  

� �� �� �� � ����
MD/PhD Students Shine at 1st Annual 
Neuroscience Symposium 
 
W. Bradley Ruzicka won 1st place in the UIC 
Neuroscience Graduate Student Symposium on 
Thursday, February 9, for his talk entitled, “Cortical 
gabaergic interneurons sampled from schizophrenia 
brains with laser-assisted microdissection overexpress 
DNA methyltransferase 1 mRNA.” Brad, a graduate 
student in the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Genetics, is nearing completion of his PhD 
thesis under the direction of Alessandro Guidotti, PhD, 
in the Department of Psychiatry. He hopes to defend in 
late spring or early summer and then resume his 
medical studies as an M3.  

Two other MD/PhD students also presented papers at the 
Neuroscience Symposium, making the Program’s 
contribution 50% of the total. Rahul Davé, a third year 
graduate student in the Department of Physiology and 
Biophysics working under the direction of Mark Rasenick, 
PhD, the Director of the Neuroscience Program, presented a 
talk on the topic, “Gs alpha preferentially binds to tubulin 
beta-1 and beta-4 isotypes.”   Roy Smetana, a 2nd year 
graduate student in the Department of Biological Sciences 
working under Simon Alford, PhD, the co-director of the 
Neuroscience Program, gave a talk on “Muscarinic 
modulation of a motor network in lamprey.” 

� �� �� �� � ����
Phoebe Lin will present the topic of her recent paper (see 
page 7) at the ARVO meeting on April 30th in Florida.  She 
also just finished writing a chapter on Pediatric Uveitis for the 
next edition of the textbook Duane's Ophthalmology . 

� �� �� �� � ����
David Ramsey was selected to receive one of the 2006 
AMA Foundation Leadership Awards from the American 
Medical Association/Pfizer Medical Humanities Initiative. The 
award will finance his attendance at special Leadership 
Award programming and the AMA National Advocacy 
Conference in Washington, DC, March 11-15, 2006. He also 
received a grant from the Retirement Research Foundation 
to fund medical ethics and humanitarian work he is doing 
with Dr. Patrick Guinan, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Urology. 

� �� �� �� � ����
Evan Small was part of group of UIC medical students who 
went to City Hall last October 27 to support the Smoke-Free 
Chicago ordinance. “We all wore our white coats, made 
posters, and sat in on the Committee of Health’s vote. I am 
happy to report that they passed the ordinance. Unfortu-
nately, no other med schools were present, but the American 
Cancer Society and American Lung Association saw that 
UIC was there to represent.” 

� �� �� �� � ����
Nathan Stitziel will be inducted April 30 into the University 
of Illinois Alumni Association Activities Honor Society which 
recognizes student leaders who contribute to campus life 
through their involvement in student organizations in an 
exemplary way.  
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David Moons won the award 
for best oral presentation and 
Irene Klein and Brenton Mar 
shared the award for best 
poster presentation. Winners 
were selected by voting by the 
students in the Program. 
 

 

 
 

A new format in presenting the Program’s annual student research symposium was a success when the Program 
participated in the COM’s annual Research Forum on February 1. All MD/PhD Program students interested in presenting 
posters this year were asked to do so as part of the COM’s Forum. Several of our students served on the planning 
committee of this event, and most of the students attended either as presenters or observers. The fourteen poster 
presenters were: 
Benjamin Avner G1, Dept. of Microbiology & Immunology, Advisor: David Ucker, PhD 
Terry Chiganos G3, Dept. of Bioengineering, Advisor: Patrick Rouché, PhD 
Juliana Choi G1, Dept of Surgical Oncology; Dept. of Anatomy & Cell Biology, Advisor: Tapas Das Gupta, MD, PhD, DSc 
Rahul Davé G3, Dept. of Physiology & Biophysics, Advisor: Mark Rasenick, PhD 
Ninh Doan G2, Dept of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Advisor: Peter Gettins, PhD 
Arpita Kadakia G1, Department of Bioengineering, Advisor:  Michael Cho, PhD 
Irene Klein G3, Dept. of Pharmacology, Advisor: Asrar Malik, PhD 
Brenton Mar M4, Dept. of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Advisor: Carol Westbrook, PhD 
Ajay Nemani G4, Dept. of Physiology & Biophysics, Advisor: Keith Thulborn, MD, PhD  
Mark Pilkinton G3, Dept. of Pharmacology, Advisor: Oscar Colamonici, MD 
Evan Osmundson G3, Dept. of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Advisor: Hiroaki Kiyokawa, MD, PhD 
David Ramsey G4, Dept. of Physiology & Biophysics, Advisor: Haohua Qian, PhD 
W. Bradley Ruzicka G4, Dept. of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Advisor: Alessandro Guidotti, MD 
Roy Smetana G2, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Advisor: Simon Alford, PhD 
 
Ajay Nemani won third place in the COM judging.  
 
The other part of the Program’s annual symposium--a presentation of research talks by students--was maintained as a 
separate event the night before, a dinner seminar on January 31. Here, four current students presented talks, two before 
dinner and two after. These presenters were: 
David Moons, M3, PhD defended 8/28/02 in Dept. of  
Dept. of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Advisor: Hiroaki Kiyokawa, MD, PhD “Analysis of Cdk4 as a Critical Regulator 
of Islet Beta Cell Proliferation” 
 
George Scaria, G4, Dept. of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Advisor: Alisa Katzen, PhD; “The role of the Myb proto-
oncogene during Drosophila embryonegenisis” 
 
Sheila M. Barry, G2, Dept. of Microbiology& Immunology, Advisor: Thomas Hope, PhD; “CD1a+ Langerhans Cells 
Enhance HIC Trans-infection” 
 
David Jho, M4, defended PhD 6/9/04 in Dept. of Pharmacology, Advisor: Asrar Malik, PhD; “Decompressive Craniectomy 
for Intractable Cerebral Edema in Subarachnoid Hemorrhage”  
 
Following the two-day symposium, many students in the Program informed the members of the Student Activities 
Committee that they liked participating in the COM’s research forum for the poster presentations and having our own 
Program kick-off with student talks the night before. It has been suggested that this format be kept in the future and that 
the bi-annual research retreat be transformed into a retreat concentrating on faculty talks, Program business and 
socializing. 

MD/ PhD Pr ogr am Joi ns COM For um f or  
Resear ch Symposi um 
Congratulations to the winners of the MD/PhD Program’s 8th Annual Research Symposium, 
held January 31 and February 1, 2006. 
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Research Symposium (cont. from p. 3) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
More photos of Research Forum Presenters: 
Top left (l to r): David Ramsey, Terry Chiganos, Roy Smetana, Mark Pilkinton 
 
2nd from top (l to r): Ajay Nemani, Ninh Doan, Evan Osmundson, Arpita Kadakia 
 
3rd row: Left: Benjamin Avner; Right, Brad Ruzicka 
 
Bottom row: Left: Rahul Davé; Right, Juliana Choi 
 

Alumni News 
Ed note: This column, which began in the Autumn 2005 issue, is dedicated 
to  the news and whereabouts of the Program’s alumni.. All alumni are 
invited to contribute items and photos to this new column. 
 
From Todd Druley, MD, PhD, 1994       

          

 

        
Debbie and I enjoy St. Louis, but miss Chicago. Our son, Eric, is 21 
months old and a real joy in our lives. We wish everyone the very 
best. I©ve attached a photo from August 2005 of my son, Eric, my 
wife, Debbie and myself.  Thank you for your work on the newsletter 
and the opportunity to contribute. 
Best wishes, Todd Druley 
 
Joseph Turek (’94) and wife Betsy became the proud parents of 
Ava Rose Turek on 10/5/05. Joe is a Resident in General and 
Thoracic Surgery at Duke University Medical Center. 

                                                  

Kris Alden (’96): ” I do have some exciting news. I had another 
daughter born March 10th, Eleanor, so her big sister, Suzanne who 
is now 2 ½, is very excited to have a playmate. Other than that I 
have one year left of orthopaedics residency left here at Hopkins. 
After that I am heading to the Mayo Clinic to do a year fellowship in 
joint arthroplasty. I hope relocate back in Chicago after all of this is 
over. If anyone of the current md/phd students are interested in 
orthopaedics, please have them email me. Thanks, Kris 
  

Jillene Kogan (’95) and 
husband had a new 
daughter, Nora Iris, on Dec. 
12, 2005, shown her with 
big sister Healey, 3-1/2. 
Jillene is a 5th year resident 
in Pediatrics and Medical 
Genetics at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center.  

Hi Roberta, 
I am currently in my first 
year as a pediatric hema-
tology/oncology fellow at 
Washington University and 
will begin work on 
epigenetic alterations in 
astrocytoma this summer.   
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MD/PhD Students Conduct Medical Missions Abroad 
David Ramsey in the Philippines and Phoebe Lin in Ecuador 
 
Phoebe Lin: 
I went to Ecuador on a four-week clinical/Medical Spanish elective (1/28/06-2/25/06) with the Interhealth South America 
program headed by Dr. Don Wedemeyer and his wife, Dr. Marta Alarcon from Tampa, FL and Colombia, respectively.  I 
was approved to receive 4 weeks of credit by OSA before I left, and I will be evaluated using the clinical evaluation form.  I 
received the Richardson scholarship to help fund this trip.  In addition to attending Medical Spanish classes, we 
conducted health brigades at various poor community primary schools in Quito (the capital), Otavalo (where the 
indigenous people live and work--they are descendants of the Incans), Peguche (close to Otavalo), and the Napo region 
of the rainforest in Eastern Ecuador...mostly treating children, but also parents.  We also learned about the structure of 
and access to health care in South America, as well as some public health issues in the country.  If other people are 
interested, I found out about it through the AMSA International website, and this program is under the Medical Spanish 
heading. My trip was absolutely amazing. We attended to kids and their parents during health brigades to poor 
communities. We treated a variety of illnesses from malignant hypertension to strep throat to large abscesses to scabies.  
In many cases, we were the only doctors that these children and their parents saw in their entire lives, especially in the 
jungle.  Some pictures are attached. 

          
At CINET examining Shirls      In the jungle after health survey 

 

At CINET, we consulted for congenital iris deformity The sendoff from the jungle village 
 
David Ramsey: 

I am home safely from my medical mission to the Philippines.  There were heavy rains in the province the week 
before we arrived. A few roads were washed out, but cleared ahead of our arrival.  The mission overall was a great 
success.  We visited two rural villages and served roughly 1,000 patients in total.  Along with Dr. Guerrero, there were 
three other physicians on the trip this year allowing for a greater division of labor.  I did feel a little deprived because the 
neonatologist along got to see all of the babies. However, I got to make rounds with him in the Provincial hospital. 

Back in Manila, the one day outreach that I arranged with the sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth exceeded my 
expectations.  We served nearly 600 patients. The community that has grown up around the convent is very economically 
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deprived; many of the families have come from the countryside seeking a better life in the city only to find greater 
hardship.  The service to the community provided by the sisters and novices is truly remarkable. I expect that next year 
we will repeat the experience. 

My public health lecture at St. Mary©s University on "Common Occupational Eye Injuries and their Management" 
also went very well. The students and faculty were very cordial and even gave us flowers before the talk.  My presentation 
took around 35 minutes and the students asked questions for more than an hour.  The level of interest was quite exciting.  
A culture display/dance by some of the students followed. 

     
Examing eyes in free clinic     Public Health Lecture at St. Mary’s University 

 
Ramsey Also Attends AMA National Advocacy meeting in Washington, DC in March 
I got to attend lectures by Hillary Clinton and Howard Dean.  I had a chance to speak with The Honorable Janet Reno and 
Gov. John E. Baldacci of Maine. I went to the mic and asked Senator George Allen of Virginia the logic of the Bush tax 
cuts given that we are deficit spending, fighting a war, spending on homeland security, and worried about the solvency of 
Medicare and Social Security. I also stood up and challenged (in front of the entire membership of the AMA assembled)  
THE Chairman of the Republican National Committee on how well Health  Savings Accounts would work when "the 
average American has a negative  savings rate for the first time since the Great Depression and is  already finding it hard 
to save?"  I got interviewed after the general meeting by an ABC news reporter, but do not know if anything came of my 
statements.  On the Hill, our three-person Illinois student delegation got to meet with the congressional staff of Senator 
Obama, Senator Durbin, and Rep. Danny Davis. We discussed the problems of medical student debt, Medicare 
reimbursement, and medical liability reform. 
����

� �� �� �� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � � ����
Thursday, March 23, 2006, 5:30 p.m., 303 CSN 
S. Jay Olsahnsky, MD        
Prof. of Epidemiology, School of Public Health 
“ A Possible Decline in Life Expectancy in the US in the 21st Century”  
Dr. Olshansky is known for his research on limits to human longevity and his efforts to inform the public about products that claim to 
reverse or stop the aging process. He received a Fulbright Senior Specialist grant to lecture on aging and longevity at conferences and 
universities in France this year. 

Tuesday, April 25, 5:00 p.m. Location TBA 
Bennett Leventhal, MD 
Professor of Psychiatry, Director, Center for Child Mental Health and 
Developmental Neuroscience, Institute for Juvenile Research  
“ To be Announced”  
 

Dr. Leventhal’s research focuses on disruptions in brain development that interfere with social functioning, including the molecular 
genetics of autism and the prenatal origins of disruptive behavior disorders.  In September 2005, he received the Star of Science Award 
from the Children’s Brain Research Foundation for his “contributions to advancing the diagnosis and care of children and adolescents 
with brain disorders and brain injury”.   
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Service, Service, Service 

Eight MD/PhD Students (and Friends) Volunteer for Service Day, January 27 

 
back to volunteer at the clinic on Saturday AMs or Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday PMs.  He loves MD/PhD students.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to call him at the clinic (773-650-5171) or send him email rsaint118@aol.com   
I look forward to our next Service Day!   David Ramsey 
 

Sight Savers Group Volunteers at Port  
Ministries Mantel 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The UIC Student Sight Savers, lead by our own 
Phoebe Lin, had a glaucoma screening day, 
Saturday, January 18, 2006, at the Port 
Ministries Mantel, across the street from the 
Port Free Clinic.  They served several dozen 
patients with the help of two UIC residents and 
eight medical students. With Phoebe (left) are 
Rahul Davé and David Ramsey.  
 
Phoebe and David each participated in medical 
missions this winter, to Equador and the 
Philippines respectfully. See the insert pages 
for their full reports on these activities and their 
wonderful photographs of their inspiring 
experiences. Though they left Rahul back on 
the ranch, he managed to keep quite busy in 
Dr. Rasenick’s neuroscience lab and preparing 
his talk for the first annual Neuroscience 
Symposium (see pages 5 and 6). 
 

Hi Roy & Mary, Mark, Ina, Rahul, Scott, Sheila, Alex, 
and Nate: 
 
Thank you for making the MD/PhD Service Day on 
January 27th a success! Giving up your Friday night for 
the sake of serving dinner to hungry families and 
bringing a bit of happiness into the lives of the children 
at the shelter with game play meant a lot.  A special 
thanks to Nate who lead health counseling and to all of 
those who participated in the serving and kitchen 
duties for the Port©s Restaurant for the Poor. 
 
Mark and I had an excellent time on the Port Bread 
Truck, mobile  " ...soup kitchen on wheels".  Working at 
the Port these years has introduced me to people and 
neighborhoods that I would not have otherwise had a 
chance to know. I especially liked the one lady who 
wanted hugs along with her hot soup last night.  These 
moments provide memories that last a lifetime. 
 
Richard, the manager of the Port Free Clinic, asked me 
to extend a special thanks and invite you all to come  

Recent Student Publications 

Jennifer Kwan: Chuang JC, Yoo, CB, Kwan JM, Li TWH, Liang G, Yang AS, Jones PA, “Comparison of biological effects of 
non-nuceoside DNA methylation inhibitors versus 5-aza-2’-deoxycytidine,” Mol Cancer Ther 2005;4(10). 

Phoebe Lin: Lin P, Tessler HH, Goldstein DA, “ Family History of Inflammatory Bowel Disease in Patients with 
Idiopathic Ocular Inflammation," Am J Ophthalmol 2006, in press; Lin P, Goldstein DA, Narayana K, Civelek L, Tessler H, 
"Uveitis in Children," in 2007 edition of the textbook Duane's Ophthalmology to be released September 2006: Eds: EA 
Jaeger, W Tasman, Lippincott, Williams and Wilkins. 
(continued on page 9) 
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3rd Annual Soirée Raises Record Donation to Student Run Free Clinic  

 
athletes of all sports). The party featured the swinging sounds of four-piece, all-med student combo called V. Tach and 
the Flatliners, of which MD/PhD student Ronald (Jake) Jackups is a member, and a wide array of terrific things to buy at  

 
          That’s Jake to the right of the “lady in red”. 
Fine (the Auction chairman), Brenton Mar (the Program’s resident graphic artist, who designed the stunning 
invitations and program booklets), David Ramsey and Nathan Stitziel. They were aided greatly by Jonathan Waxman, 
who promoted the event and collected many contributions from non-Program medical students.  A highlight of the evening 
was the presentation of the MD/PhD Program’s first Golden Stethoscope Award to Michael King, UIC Facilities Manager 
(Supervisor of the SCE), “in recognition of outstanding community leadership and service in support of the uninsured 
population of Chicago.”  

            
David Ramsey (r.)  presenting award to Mike King      Donation Collectors Nate Stitziel, Brenton Mar and Irene Klein 

The Program is also grateful to several faculty members who made extraordinary gifts to the Silent Auction: Edward P. 
Cohen, MD, a boat ride for 4 on his private boat with dinner at the Yacht Club; George Kondos, MD, a heart scan from 
Arlington Physicians Group; Keith Thulborn, MD/PhD, an MRI Neurological Scan. A formal presentation of a blown-up 
mock check of the donation to the Student Run Free Clinic will be presented to representatives of Community Health at 
the Progam’s annual Graduation Banquet in April.  

Growing bigger, stronger and more elegant, 
the 2005 3rd Annual MD/PhD Soiree at the 
Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame on 
Friday evening, November 11, raised over 
$5000 from over 100 students, faculty and 
guests enjoying a gala “dress-up” evening of 
good food, drink, music and sociability in the 
fascinating ambience of one of Chicago’s 
most interesting museums. It was set in the 
great hall among the showcases of a myriad 
of sports memorabilia (like a junior Baseball 
Hall of Fame but devoted to Italian-American  

the silent auction. Admission to the event, subsidized by the 
Program, was free, but participants were encouraged to 
make a tax-deductible contribution to the Student Run Free 
Clinic at Community Health, for which they received two free 
drink tickets and a raffle ticket. The raffle prize, an I-pod, was 
won by Tejal Patel.  The donations, ranging from a minimum 
contribution of $25 to over $100 each, totaled over $4,000. 
Over $1000 additional resulted from the sale of thirty donated 
auction items which ranged from art work to sporting 
equipment and tickets, and gift certificates to restaurants, 
spas, and medical services. The top seller was a pair of 
tickets to the Chicago Bulls, which netted a donation of $250. 
 
The classy event was the result of the hard work and metic-
ulous planning of the Student Activities Committee: Irene 
Klein, President, Sheila Barry, Scott Feldman, Ananda 
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Friday March 17, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Topic: “ MRI-Guided Functional Preservation and Minimally-Invasive Surgery for Intracranial Tumors”  
 
Clinical Presentation: David Jho  
M4, defended doctoral thesis June 9, 2004 in the Dept. of Pharmacology on “Regulation of endothelial permeability by angiopoietin-1 
and vascular endothelial growth factor” (advisor: Asrar Malik, PhD) 
 
Research Presentation: Ajay Nemani  
4th year graduate student, Department of Physiology & Biophysics (advisor: Keith Thurborn, MD/PhD) 
He plans to defend his doctoral thesis in spring 2006 on the topic: “Stochastic features of brain function as revealed by wavelet analysis 
of event-related fMRI” 
 
Thursday, March 30, 4:00 p.m. 
 
Topic: “ Common Statistical Pitfalls in Clinical Studies”  
 
Clinical Presentation: Nathan Stitziel  
M4, defended doctoral thesis in the Department of Bioengineering August 18, 2004, in the Department of Bioengineering  on “Genomic 
Approaches to Novel Target Identification for the Diagnosis and Treatment of Breast Cancer” (advisor: Carol Westbrook, MD) 
 
Research Presentation: Ronald Jackups  
4th year graduate student, Department of Bioengineering (advisor: Jie Liang, PhD). He plans to defend his doctoral thesis in spring 2006 
on the topic: “Prediction and Modeling of Transmembrane Beta-Barrel Structures”                                                
  
Thursday, April 20, 4:00 p.m. 
 
Topic: “ Uveitis”  
 
Clinical Presentation: Phoebe Lin 
M4, defended doctoral thesis in the Department of Pharmacology on June 21, 2004, on “Signaling Mechanisms and Neutrophil 
Modulation through the Lysophosphatidylcholine Receptor, G2A” (advisor: Richard Ye, MD, PhD) 
 
Research Presentation: Masakatsu Nanamori  
4th year graduate student, Department of Pharmacology (advisor: Richard Ye, MD, PhD) 
He plans to defend his doctoral thesis in spring 2006 on the topic: Pharmacological characterization of the formyl peptide 
receptor family 
 
Tuesday, May 9, 2006, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Topic: Ischemic Stroke 
 
Clinical Presentation: Jack Collins 
M4, defended doctoral thesis in the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology on May 17, 2004 on “Signal transduction of G protein-
coupled inward rectifier potassium channel inhibition by substance P” (advisor: Yasuko Nakajima, MD, PhD) 
 
Research Presentation: Terry Chiganos 
3rd year graduate student, Department of Bioengineering (advisor: Patrick Rouché, PhD). He plans to defend his doctoral thesis in 
spring 2006 on the topic: “Continuous Electrical Recording During Focal Infarction”      

Student Publications (continued from p. 4) 
 
Masakatsu Nanamori, G4: 
 He R, Nanamori M, Sang H, Yin H, Dinauer MC, Ye RD,  “Reconstitution of chemotactic peptide-induced nicotinamide adenine 
dinucleotide phosphate (reduced) oxidase activation in transgenic COS-phox cells”, J Immunol. 2004 Dec 15;173(12):7462-70. 
 Nanamori M, Cheng X, Mei J, Sang H, Xuan Y, Zhou C, Wang MW, Ye RD, “A novel nonpeptide ligand for formyl peptide 
receptor-like 1. Mol Pharmacol. 2004 Nov;66(5):1213-22. 

Nanamori M, He R, Sang H, Ye RD, “Normal cell surface expression and selective loss of functions resulting from Phe110 to Ser 
and Cys126 to Trp substitutions in the formyl peptide receptor. Immunol Invest. 2004 May;33(2):193-212 
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College of Medicine 
Administration 
Joseph Flaherty, MD, Dean 
 
Michael Bailie, MD, Vice Dean 
 
Leslie J. Sandlow, MD 
Sr. Assoc. Dean for Education  
 
Karen Colley, PhD and  
Sarah Kilpatrick, MD, PhD 
Co-Interim Assoc. Deans for 
Research 
 

Jorge Girotti, PhD 
Assoc. Dean for Admissions and 
Urban Health Program 
 
James Mendez 
Asst.  Dean for Student Affairs 

University of 
Illinois at 
Chicago 

More Soiree Photos below top, the silent auction 

 

                                            
 
 
 

 
Greetings from David Ramsey, Irene Klein and Dr. Larry Tobacman 

Above (l to r): Irene Klein, Brenton Mar, Jake Jackups, Nate Stitziel, Jennifer Kwan, Sheila 
Barry, David Ramsey, Ananda Fine, Janai Carr, Roy Smetana, Yalda Afshar, Jon Waxman 
Left, top: Scott Feldman, Ina Han, Jon Waxman; left bottom: Julie Choi (l.), Ananda Fine 


